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The Halton Newcomer 
Portal is a new website 
designed to help recent 

arrivals find informa-
tion about services that 
can assist them before 

and after their arrival in 
Halton. The new portal 
is being demonstrated to 
participants from local 
ESL classes (English as a 
second language) as part 
of their visit to the Halton 
Regional Administrative 
Centre for the annual Hal-
ton Information Services 
Fair. 

The goal of the Portal 
is to provide Newcom-
ers with information to 
assist them as they tran-
sition to their new life in 
Halton. Information is 
provided on everything 
from community supports 
such as local services for 
Newcomers, informa-
tion about government 

services, education and 
training, employment and 
the local labour market, 
healthcare, and commun-
ity services.

It can be overwhelming 
to know what you need 
to do when you arrive in 
Canada. The Halton New-
comer Portal is designed 
to make it easier for New-
comers to identify what 
they need to do and who 
they need to connect with.

The  por ta l  wi l l  be 
officially launched Wed-
nesday, November 21, 
with greetings from Hal-
ton Regional Chair Gary 
Carr, and a demonstra-
tion of Halton Newcomer 
Portal.

By Julie Conroy

I must start of with an 
apology. The Pregnant 
Pumpkin lady at  our 
Hallowe’en dance was 
Donna Boyko not Anne 
Bulstrode. My apologies 
to both ladies.

Eighteen members and 
their guests attended the 
Birthday Tea on Tuesday. 
November 6. They were 
celebrating birthdays that 
occurred in either Octo-
ber or November.

Tickets are on sale for 

the Christmas dinner at 
Blue Springs. The cost for 
members and guests is the 
same for this party and 
not only will you enjoy a 
turkey dinner with all the 
trimmings and a glass of 
complimentary wine but 
the four young men from 
Dreamboats will enter-
tain you. I am sure many 
of you remember when 
they played at the Centre 
last time.

The Friday lunch on 
November 23 will be 
chicken noodle soup, 

assor ted  sandwiches 
and desert. Sign up by 
Wednesday if you are in-
terested. 

The long awaited com-
puter classes are starting 
in the New Year, start-
ing on Tuesday, January 
8 with an introduction to 
computers. It is geared 
to beginners and partici-
pants will be taught how 
to set up a computer, 
connect to the internet, 
connect monitors, key-
boards, your mouse, etc. 
The instructors are Mat-
thew and Jessie Caldwell. 
There is a sign up sheet 
for anyone interested. 
Each week a different 
subject will be covered. 
You can  p ick  which 
course interests you. You 
can bring your own lap-
top or share one of the 
Centre’s laptops.

Looking for the perfect 
gift for a sports fan? Sean 
Mitton wrote a book The 
Goal that United Canada. 
We will have the paper-
back book for sale at the 
Bazaar. For each copy 
sold, we will receive a 
portion of the proceeds. 
So, not only a great gift, 
but the Centre will gain 
also. It is a collection of 
72 stories of where people 
were and how it affected 
them, after Paul Hender-
son scored the memorable 
goal in 71 that won the 
game and united Canada.

On Thursday afternoon 
while playing Bid Euchre 
Roberta Thompson had 
two mooners Frances Ho-
genbirk and Elma Braida 
each had one.

Just a note for anyone 
considering hiking on 
Friday afternoons, they 

now leave the Seniors 
Centre at 1 p.m., and car 
pool to the various trails 
in the area. This is a great 
way to enjoy the out-
doors, meet new people 
and keep fit.

We had a lovely surprise 
on Friday afternoon when 
members of St. Joseph’s 
school visited with their 
teacher Francine Calder-
wood. They presented a 
plant to every member 
present. The manager of 
Sobeys Brian Randall, 
Rockwood Family Casual 
Dining and Tara Murphy, 
manager of TD, helped 
make this possible with 
generous donations. The 
plants were used as part 
of their Remembrance 
Day Service at the school. 
A wonderful surprise. 
Thank you students. 

On a sad note, Clay-

ton Fryer passed away 
on November 6. Clay-
ton moved to Acton from 
B.C. several years ago 
when he married Marie 
Zions and he and Marie 
came to many social din-
ners when he was well. 
He was also a volunteer 
with our security com-
mittee. The Centre would 
like to extend our condol-
ences to Marie and the 
family.

The 50/50 was won 
this Friday by a very 
deserving lady. Marion 
Storey has been a dedicat-
ed member of the Centre 
for many years and still 
volunteers at the front 
desk on alternate Friday 
afternoons. She helps 
produce the wonderful 
baskets we sell draw tick-
ets on at our Bazaar. She 
won $304.
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Centre

• Chiropractic 
• Rehabilitation
• Strength & Conditioning
• Acupuncture
• Custom Orthotics
• Orthopaedic Bracing

Hal ton Newcomer  Por ta l  he lps 
newcomers navigate services in Halton

TRINITY TREASURES: With help from Trinity United Church volunteer Mary Ann Austin (left photo), Acton’s Leanne Monaghan picked the perfect reindeer 
at Trinity’s annual Christmas bazaar and tea on Saturday. Santa’s elves, Irene Birrell helped the Reverend Hyuk Cho manned the craft table. – Ted Tyler photos

Acton Rotary Club 
The Salvation Army Family Services 

Knights of Columbus Acton Council 8050 
St. Vincent Charities of St. Joseph Patron of Canada

Food & Toy Hampers
Those struggling to meet family needs this Christmas season 

can apply at 
The Salvation Army Community Church 

114 Mill Street East, Acton 

 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.     Tuesday, November 13 
          Wednesday, November 14 
           Thursday, November 15 

   10:00 a.m. - 12 noon.   Tuesday, November 20 
          Wednesday, November 21 
           Thursday, November 22 

 2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m.     Tuesday, November 27 
          Wednesday, November 28 
           Thursday, November 29 

 10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon Saturday, December 1 

Applications must be completed in person. 

Applicants need to bring identification for all family members. 

Food hampers will be distributed on Saturday December 22 
at

St. Joseph Patron of Canada Church 
64 Church Street East.

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Thursday, November 15

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon Tuesday, November 20
   Wednesday, November 21
   Thursday, November 22

2:00 p.m. - 4:00 p.m. Tuesday, November 27
   Wednesday, November 28
   Thursday, November 29

10:00 a.m. - 12:00 noon Saturday, December 1


