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No Referral Necessary

DE MELO CHIROPRACTIC
& WELLNESS CENTRE

Dr. Dave de Melo, Chiropractor
Dr. Jim Giancoulas, Chiropractor
Amy Spiers, Massage Therapist

(519) 853-3460

EVENING APPOINTMENTS AVAILABLE

• SAFE, GENTLE CHIROPRACTIC CARE
• COMPUTER GENERATED SPINAL ANALYSIS
• EMERGENCIES & WORKERS COMP ACCEPTED
• NEW PATIENTS WELCOME

25 Main Street North, Acton
 Across from Giant Tiger Plaza

Transportation 
option questioned

Why support the worst 
option? That’s the question 
Halton Hills resident Vic 
Hendrickson has repeated-
ly asked Town councillors 
and staff recently concern-
ing their support to widen 
Highway 401 to 12 lanes 
and construct a new inter-
change at the 401/407. This 
is part of the MTO’s work 
to plan for transportation 
needs to 2031 by creating 
a new highway from High-
way 400 in York to connect 
at the 401/407 interchange. 

Although the MTO had 
initially proposed a new 
highway across the south 
end of Halton Hills, local 
opposition persuaded the 
study team to re-investi-
gate widening the 401 to 
12 lanes, and that is now 
the preferred option. In a 
report to council, staff said 
widening the 401 would 
provide the essential trans-
portation needs to 2031, at 
the lowest cost. The study 
team said the preferred al-
ternative would provide the 
best balance of benefits and 
negative impacts.

Hendrickson said the wid-
ening – known as option 
4-2 – would waste taxpayer 
money, cause gridlock for 
four or five years from Win-
ston Churchill Boulevard to 
Milton, and transfer existing 
bottlenecks to Halton Hills. 
“Let the study team come 
up with new option that best 
meets most needs,” Hen-
drickson said, noting the 
study team determined 4-2 

was the worst option when 
it came to traffic and con-
structability because it has 
the worst overall network 
performance, the highest 
amount of truck delays, the 
highest use of local roads 
(and) the highest incidence 
of collisions.

At an earlier council 
meeting, Hendrickson asked 
how to explain that taxpayer 
money was wasted to make 
the worst choice, which 
could lead to a three per 
cent increase in collisions, 
and potentially deaths and 
property damage. At last 
Monday’s council meeting, 
he repeated that with op-
tion 4-2 “we are getting the 
worst traffic solution.”

At that meeting, coun-
cil voted to sign off on 
stage one of the GTA West 
Corridor Planning and En-
vironmental Assessment, 
presented by the Ministry 
of Transportation, asking 
that the preliminary route 
area for stage two be revised 
to the Ninth Line, or at the 
minimum to remove resi-
dential properties that front 
on the Eighth Line. This 
would remove uncertainty 
about the future of poten-
tially affected properties.

A frustrated Ward Two 
Councillor Bryan Lewis 
pointed out to Hendrickson 
that council had tried suc-
cessfully to get provincial 
support for other alterna-
tives – including a new 
corridor from Vaughn to 
Kitchener – and asked if his 

E-book translations of 
Halton Region’s second 
children’s picture book, 
Wings and Thingamajigs, 
are now available online. 
The Region published 
an English version of 
the book, and a comple-
mentary Storytelling Kit, 
as part of its Air Quality 
Education and Aware-
ness Raising program 
in June. The second in a 
three-book series, Wings 
and Thingamajigs fo-
cuses on the implications 
of air quality and cli-
mate change on human 
health. The book builds 
on the themes presented 
in book one, A Farewell 
to Featherwagons, par-
ticularly the impact of 
transportation on the en-
vironment. A third book 
is planned for 2013.

“We are pleased to 
share our climate change 
messages with an even 
broader audience,” said 
Halton Regional Chair 
Gary Carr. “Wings and 
Thingamajigs  is now 
available in Cantonese, 
French, Polish, Punjabi 
and Spanish, reflecting 
the top five languages 

spoken most often at 
home in Halton other than 
English.”

Since the book was 
launched in June, copies 
have been distributed to 
libraries, schools and day 
care centres across Hal-
ton and there have been 
hundreds of visits to the 
related webpage www.
halton.ca/thingamajigs

The book has been very 
well received by readers 
young and old. Here’s 
what one parent had to 
say: “What I enjoy most 
about this book is that it 
really encourages readers 
to change their lifestyle 
in order to cut down on 
air pollution and climate 
change. The book sug-
gests very simple ways 
for people to help the 
environment. Arranging 
alternative ways for travel 
is a very achievable op-
tion for reducing your 
footprint. I left reading 
this book feeling very 
motivated to help stop cli-
mate change.” According 
to another young read-
er: “This is what I liked 
best: that the birds made 
thingamajigs and stopped 

polluting. I like it because 
Alba Alba made a new 
friend who had the same 
breathing problem.”

The first book in the 
series, A Farewell to 
Featherwagons, has been 
recognized internation-
ally by the International 
Association of Business 
Communicators (IABC), 
and was awarded a 2012 
Gold Quill Award of 
Excellence (Social Re-
sponsibility). It has also 
received local recogni-
tion with a 2012 Pinnacle 
Award (CPRS, Hamil-
ton Chapter) and a 2012 
Ovation Award of Merit 
(IABC Toronto). 

For more information 
or to download electron-
ic versions of both Wings 
and Thingamajigs and 
A Farewell to Feather-
wagons in any of the six 
languages now avail-
able, visit www.halton.
ca/airquality or dial 311, 
905-825-6000, toll free 
1-866-442-5866 or TTY 
905-827-9833. The first 
100 people who complete 
an online evaluation will 
receive a hard copy of the 
book. 

Halton’s second picture book, 
Wings and Thingamajigs, now 
available in additional languages

Halton police caution 
residents to beware of 
phone solicitors posing as 
computer company repre-
sentatives.

 There are variations to 
the scam, but generally the 
caller identifies themselves 

Halton police: Beware of phone 
scam for computer repairs

as a representative of a 
computer service or repair 
firm and professes to know 
the resident is experiencing 
computer problems. The 
resident is tricked into ac-
cessing a particular website, 
providing personal infor-
mation and eventually the 
caller gains access to their 
computer. The purported fee 
for ‘assisting’ the resident 
ranges, but in one recent 
case, a victim paid a few 
hundred dollars.

 Police offer the following 
advice to avoid becom-
ing victimized by persons 
claiming to be computer 
company representatives:

 • DO NOT purchase any 
software or services 

• Ask if there is a fee or 
subscription associated 

with the ‘service’. If there 
is, hang up. 

• Never give control of 
your computer to a third 
party unless you can con-
firm that it is a legitimate 
representative of a comput-
er support team with whom 
you are already a customer 

•  Take  the  ca l le r ’s 
information down and im-
mediately report it to your 
local police 

• Never provide your 
credit card or financial infor-
mation to someone claiming 
to be from a computer tech-
nical support company

Further information and 
prevention tips can be 
found at www.haltonpolice.
ca under the ‘Community 
Policing’ tab - Safety and 
Security Tips.

concerns with widening the 
401 were “personal.” “What 
is it you want me to do as a 
person who represents the 
area you live in…I can’t get 
my head around what you 
want us to do, other than say 
no,” Lewis said, noting that 
other people had played the 
“safety card” and that coun-
cil has to rely on its experts, 
and suggesting Hendrick-
son should not rely on “fear 
mongering.”

Hendrickson repeated 
that council should not ap-
prove the worst alternative 
that will cause more colli-
sions. “There’s got to be a 
better way – we just haven’t 
found it,” Hendrickson said 
again repeating that he is not 
a transportation expert.

At an earlier council meet-
ing, Mayor Rick Bonnette 
disputed Hendrickson’s 
contention that taxpayer 
money was wasted to hire a 
consultant to help success-
fully fight option 4-3, noting 
the province erroneously 
said the 401 could not be 
widened, negating the need 
for a new superhighway. 

He also questioned Hen-
drickson’s contention that 
widening the 401 would 
cause more collisions than 
building a new corridor and 
asked staff for clarification. 
Chris Mills the Town’s 
Director of Infrastructure 
Services and Engineer said 
that MTO did say that com-
puter modelling showed 
the widening would in-
crease collisions by one per 
cent, and the new corridor 
rejected by council would 
reduce collisions by three 
per cent.
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