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A local physician, one of 
a “dying breed” who did 
much more than just care 
for the ill, and an innova-
tive leader in Canadian 
agriculture were honoured 
with Queen Elizabeth II 
Diamond Jubilee Medals 
at the Guelph/Eramosa 
Township council cham-
bers last Tuesday. 

Rockwood area phys-
ician Dr. Dr. Jane Hosdil 
and Peter Hannam, a Can-
adian Agricultural Hall of 
Famer, accepted the med-
al commemorating the 
Queen’s 60th anniversary 

on the Throne from Wel-
lington-Halton Hills MPP 
Ted Arnott, on behalf of 
the Governor General. Ar-
nott explained he’s asked 
municipalities in the prov-
incial riding to suggest 
worthy recipients. Some 
60,000 medals are being 
awarded Canada-wide.

Guelph/Eramosa Town-
ship Mayor Chris White 
read short biographies of 
the recipients, detailing 
why they had been select-
ed, and noted that without 
Dr. Hosdil’s work, the 
new Rockwood Medical 

Centre project, which at-
tracted new doctors, might 
not have been built. 

Dr. Hosdil said it was a 
privilege to serve Rock-
wood for over 40 years, 
many of them as the 
only doctor, but during 
planning for the medical 
centre she “spent some 
nights, prior to that, won-
dering if I would have to 
run away first, and then 
retire.” She said the addi-
tional physicians allowed 
her to “slow down” and 
stay involved.

“This is indeed a great 

honour…I’ve enjoyed be-
ing in Rockwood – it has 
been a privilege,” Dr. Hos-
dil said as she accepted the 
award which praised her 
commitment to improving 
the quality of life in Rock-
wood and East Wellington. 
Through her work with the 
East Wellington family 
Health Team, local resi-
dents have more access to 
health care professionals, 
including nurse practition-
ers, nurses, dieticians and 
mental health profession-
als.

Mayor White introduced 
recipient Peter Hannam 
as an innovative leader in 
Canadian and local agri-
culture who started and 
grew First Line Seeds into 
one of Canada’s largest 
soybean seed suppliers, 
and helped position the 
soybean as Ontario’s lar-
gest field crop. Showing 

leadership with education 
and youth, Hannam and 
his family fund research at 
the University of Guelph, 
and he created a youth 
soybean contest to develop 
innovative soybean uses. 

Say ing  thank  you , 
Hannam noted that it is 
“particularly encouraging 
when local people recog-
nize what you’ve done, 
or what other people have 
done, and so I appreciate 
that very much,” Hannam 
said.

MPP Arnott thanked 
Council for its input into 
suggested recipients, said 
both Dr. Hosdil and Peter 
Hannam were being hon-
oured for their outstanding 
work in the community, 
and far beyond.

Rockwood Councillor 
Doug Breen recounted 
personal ties to both re-
cipients, remembering Dr. 

Hosdil’s involvement in 
the births of his two kids, 
and also the potent pain-
killer she provided during 
a kidney stone attack. “I 
can’t thank you enough for 
what you’ve done for us 
as a community, and also 
me personally, over the 
years,” Breen said.

Breen also recalled how 
30 years ago Hannam had 
been a guest speaker in his 
Crop Science class at the 
University of Guelph, and 
had been introduced as 
“the most important soy-
bean grower in the world.”

The Governor Gener-
al’s office said the Queen 
Elizabeth II Diamond Ju-
bilee Medal is a tangible 
way for Canada to honour 
Her Majesty for her ser-
vice to this country, and 
also honour significant 
contributions and achieve-
ments by Canadians.

HEART HEALTH NUTRITION
Tuesday,Oct 16 9:30 am – 11:30 am
Rockwood clinic - 175 Alma Street

WALK FIT – 6 WEEK WALKING GROUP
Starting Friday Oct 5  9:00 am

Erin Wellness Centre - 6 Thompson Crescent

PRE-DIABETES: YOUR CHANCE TO CHANGE THE FUTURE 
Tuesday Oct 23 6:30 pm-8:30 pm

 Erin Wellness Centre 6 Thompson Crescent

LIVING WELL WITH DIABETES
Tuesday Oct 9 6:30pm-8:30 pm

Erin Wellness centre - 6 Thompson Crescent
Thursday Oct 4 6:30 pm-8:30 pm

Rockwood Clinic - 175 Alma Street

HEALTHY YOU- 6 WEEK SERIES
Thursday Oct 4th, Oct 11, Oct 18, Oct 25 9:30 am- 11:30 am

Erin Wellness Centre - 6 Thompson Crescent
Tuesday Oct 2, Oct 9, Oct 16,Oct 23, Oct 30 3:00 pm 5:00 pm

Rockwood Clinic - 175 Alma 

RELAXATION AND STRESS MANAGEMENT
Thursday Oct 4 7:15- 8:45 pm

Erin Wellness Centre , 6 Thompson Crescent

DIABETES DROP IN
Oct 29th

Rockwood Clinic - 175 Alma Street

To registar please go to www.ewfht.ca and click on workshops or 
call Leah at 519-833-9396Ext 362.

Check out our FREE workshops this fall to help improve the health a
nd quality of life of those living in East Wellington

Township Digest
Rockwood Fox Run
Rockwood’s annual 

Terry Fox Run is slated 
for Sunday with the start 
between noon and 2 p.m. 
from Waterside Park on 
Highway 7. The route 
will be determined by the 
on-going reconstruction 
of the highway through 
the village. Pledge forms 
are available at stores in 
Rockwood, or at the Terry 
Fox homepage. For more 
information, visit ssthom-
son@live.ca

Free car seat clinic
Many parents are driv-

ing around with their 
children in their car, un-
aware that the car seat 
they are using is either 
improperly installed in the 
vehicle, or that their child 
is not being properly re-
strained. 

The  OPP and  Eas t 
Wellington Community 
Services are staging a car 
seat clinic at the Rock-

wood Fire Department 
on October 18 from 2 to 
5:30 p.m., when trained 
volunteers will inspect 
car seats to ensure they 
are safe. Officials note 
that non-use or misuse of 
a child car seat or booster 
could lead to a $240 fine 
and two demerit points. To 
register for the clinic, call 
Jane at 519-856-2113.

Turkey supper
Mark Monday, Octo-

ber 1 on your calendar 
to enjoy a country style 
turkey supper hosted by 
St Peter’s Mission Oustic 
at Rockmosa Commun-
ity Centre. There is one 
sitting at 5:30 p.m., and 
take-out is also available. 
For tickets call Alfie at 
519-856-4442.

Hunting survey
Are you a hunter, or 

landowner in Welling-
ton County who allows 
hunting on your land? If 
so, Christine Porterfield, 

a Masters student at the 
University of Guelph 
would like to speak with 
you for her thesis.

Porterfield, of Rock-
wood is studying the 
relat ionship between 
hunters and landowners 
and also looking into rural 
identity: how hunting 
contributes to a sense of 
community in rural places, 
why hunting is significant 
to the hunter. She is look-
ing for between 20 and 25 
participants who must be 
over 18, and if they hunt, a 
valid hunting licence is re-
quired. “I hope to find that 
there is a strong relation-
ship between hunters and 
landowners,” Porterfield 
said, adding participants’ 
interviews will be digit-
ally recorded and they 
will each receive a $10 
gift certificate from Tim 
Hortons.

For details call 519-803-
4938.

Rockwood doctor, and soybean 
innovator honoured with 
Queen Diamond Jubilee Medals JUBILEE RECIPIENTS: Rockwood physician Dr. Jane Hosdil and soybean 

expert Peter Hannam (second from right) received Queen Elizabeth Diamond 
Jubilee Medals last Tuesday from Wellington-Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnott (left) 
and Guelph/Eramosa Township Mayor Chris White, on behalf of the Governor 
General – Frances Learment photo


