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Deadline missed for Eden
Muills solar application

Proponents say
project could be
a ‘showplace’
for Ontario’s green
energy program

“Delayed, but not dead,”
That’s how Eden Mills
Community Hall spokes-
man Tim Laing assessed
an application to gener-
ate clean electricity — and
much-needed revenue —
with two solar panels on
the roof of the Eden Mills
Community Hall.

As co-owner of the Hall
with the Eden Mills Com-
munity Club, Guelph/

Eramosa Council agreed
last Tuesday to submit an
application on behalf of
the Eden Mills Commun-
ity Club to the Ontario
Power Authority’s micro-
FIT energy generation
program, launched three
years ago as part of the
province’s renewable
energy initiatives.

But, Laing said they
could not meet the dead-
line. “We found out that
the name on the appli-
cation can’t change — so
despite the superb efforts
of the Township and hours
on the phone with the
Ministry (of Energy) an
application signed by the

Township is considered
a brand new application
and it doesn’t serve to
keep our place in line,” a
frustrated Laing said on
Monday.

“We looked at it from
every angle that we could.
Trying to get clarification
from the Ministry was dif-
ficult...so right up until
5 o’clock on Friday we
tried to come up with a
solution, but there was no
point in filing and appli-
cation and going through
all that work, that really
wouldn’t do the job”, La-
ing said, repeating that
they are delayed, but not
dead, as another window
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East Wellington
Family Health Team

Check out our FREE workshops this fall to help improve the
health and quality of life of those living in East Wellington

NUTRITION AND HIGH BLOOD PRESSURE

Rockwood: Tuesday, September 4th, 6:30-8:30 pm
Erin: Thursday, September 6th, 9:30-11:30 am

LIVING WELL WITH DIABETES

SESSION 1 of 3

Erin: Tuesday, September 11, 6:30-8:30 pm

PRE-DIABETES: YOUR CHANCE TO CHANGE THE FUTURE

SESSION 1 of 2

Rockwood: Tuesday, September 18, 6:30-8:30 pm

DIABETES DROP-IN

(NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED)

Rockwood: Monday, September 24th, 3:30-5:30
Erin: Wednesday, September 26th, 3:30-5:30

RELAXATION AND STRESS MANAGEMENT

6 WEEK SERIES

Erin Wellness centre September 27th, 7:15-8:45

You MUST be registered to attend these events to avoid disappointment.
To register or for more information on other events call (519) 833-9396 Ext 362
or go online at www.ewfht.ca under “Workshops.”
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Eden Mills Community Hall spokesperson - Tim Laing

for applications opens in
September and they will
re-apply.

Under the microFit
program, homeowners
and other eligible partici-
pants can develop small or
“micro” renewable elec-
tricity generation projects
up to 10-kilowatts on their
properties. They are guar-
anteed a set price over
20-years for the electricity
they produce and deliver
to the Ontario power grid.

Six months ago, Coun-
cil endorsed the Club’s
application when told
the only way the Hall —
the social centre of the
village — would survive
financially in the future is
with the money raised by
generating and selling up
to five-kilowatts of power.
Last summer, the province
froze microFit applica-
tions and invited groups
to reapply, but with new
rules.

Last week Laing told
Council that the new rules
made it “impossible” for
the Club to reapply be-
cause the “community”

category no longer exists,
and ground-mounted solar
panels, like those planned
for Township property
beside the Hall, are no
longer accepted.

At the suggestion of
Mayor Chris White,
Council agreed to file an
application on behalf of
the Club under the “mu-
nicipal” category. White
said doing so would
“fundamentally change
nothing” in the Hall’s
operating agreement with
the Township, and would
benefit the village’s Going
Carbon Neutral initiatives.
“They (the Club) have
their funding in place,
they have their insurance
— I don’t think this chan-
ges anything. We don’t
take any financial respon-
sibility or any liability or
anything — its just some
government gobbledy-
gook,” White said.

Councillor John Scott
recalled the Club’s ear-
lier contention that
roof-mounted solar panels
would be “problematic,”
and generate less electri-
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city, but Laing said with
cheaper material costs and
a higher rate for roof-gen-
erated electricity, the lost
revenue would be covered.
He also said they would
be able to angle and tilt
the roof-mounted panels
to the south for maximum
efficiency. “This is really
just to keep our place in
line so we don’t lose the
power allocation,” La-
ing said, adding that they
will still pursue a ground-
mounted application, once
the new rules for exemp-
tions to the ground-mount
ban are released.

On Monday, Laing said
they will also appeal dir-
ectly to the Minister of
Energy to point out that it
is “grossly unfair” to re-
move the “community”
category for the program.
“As part of the over-all
Going Carbon Neutral
strategy and goal for the
village, solar was to be a
very big part of that and a
visible symbol of trying to
do the right thing. That’s
exactly the kind of project
the Ministry could em-
brace easily and it would
be a showplace for them,”
Laing said.
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Put it in a
letter to the
Editor!

Deadline is Tuesday

at noon




