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B.C.’s Christy Clark 
was right to walk away 
from a national energy 
strategy promoted by Al-
berta’s Alison Redford 
at a provincial premiers’ 
meeting in Halifax in late 
July. She just did it for the 
wrong reasons. 

Clark said she won’t 
sign on unless B.C. is 
guaranteed a bigger share 
of benefits from the pro-
posed Enbridge Northern 
Gateway pipeline pro-
ject. But all the money in 
China, Alberta, and En-
bridge’s bank accounts 
won’t be enough to undo 
the damage from a major 
leak near one of the thou-
sand waterways the dual 
pipeline would cross, or 
from a supertanker spill 
along the B.C. coast. 

B.C.’s premier should 
have renounced the pro-
posal because it’s focused 
more on tar sands, pipe-
lines, and markets than 
on  ge t t ing  Canada’s 
greenhouse gas emissions 
under control by shifting 
from fossil fuel depend-
ency to a more efficient 
system based on con-
servation and renewable 
energy.

Canadians want and 
need an energy strategy. 
We need it to combat the 
ever-increasing damage 
from global warming, to 
make better use of our re-

sources, to ensure energy 
security for all Canadians, 
to respect the rights of 
aboriginal people, and 
to create long-term jobs 
and economic prosperity. 
That calls for a better plan 
than quickly digging up 
all our bitumen and coal 
and selling it to China 
and fracking the hell out 
of every piece of ground 
that might have some gas 
in it. 

Oil, gas, and coal are 
valuable and finite resour-
ces. All represent energy 
from the sun that has been 
stored through photosyn-
thesis and concentrated 
over millions of years. 
We waste a lot of it, espe-
cially when we burn it in 
private automobiles that 
use only about 15 per cent 
of the energy to move the 
car. Because a car typical-
ly weighs 10 to 20 times 
more than the passengers 
it carries, we’re only get-
ting about one per cent 
efficiency from the fuel. 

Instead of wasting 99 
per cent of this complex 
and useful non-renewable 
chemical mix, we could 
use more of it to make 
everything from bicycle 
tires and computer key-
boards to heart valves and 
artificial limbs. And sure-
ly we can even find more 
efficient and less pollut-
ing ways to use it for fuel.

A rational energy strat-
egy – one that benefits 
Canadians more than 
multinational corpora-
tions and the repressive 
regime in China – would 
recognize the value of 
our limited resources not 
just for fuel and products 
but as a way to generate 
steady revenue to help us 
shift to renewable energy.

What would such a 
strategy look like? It’s 
already too late to stop 
global warming, but we 
can contribute to making 
it less severe. That means 
shifting away from fos-
sil fuels as quickly as 
possible. Canada would 
have to reduce its emis-
sions by 80 per cent from 
1990 levels by 2050 to 
do its part to avoid dan-
gerous warming over 2° 
C. Instead of doubling 
oil sands production, we 
need to reduce the energy 
we get from fossil fuels 
by more than 70 per cent. 

The target is possible if 
we transform our energy 
system over the next 40 
years, according to the 
Trottier Energy Futures 
Project, a joint effort 
between the David Su-
zuki Foundation and the 
Canadian Academy of 
Engineering.  Renew-
able energy use would 
have to double. Energy 
production from non-hy-
dro renewables such as 
wind, solar, and biomass 
would have to increase 
150 times from today’s 
levels. We would also 
have to make our country 
50 per cent more energy 
efficient. This could be 
accomplished by building 
only net-zero buildings 
by 2050 and retrofitting 
existing buildings to the 
highest efficiency stan-
dards. 

It would take vision 
and commitment, includ-
ing unlocking financing 
to enable energy efficient 

retrofits and renewable 
energy development , 
training workers to retro-
fit homes and install local 
renewable generation, 
building a flexible electri-
city grid, and converting 
refineries to biofuel pro-
duction from biomass 
byproducts. 

Although the 2007 plan 
Premier Redford and her 
fellow leaders hope to 
build on mentions renew-
able energy and climate 
change, it doesn’t offer 
the bold vision needed 

to realize the many bene-
fits – and the necessity 
– of reducing our reli-
ance on fossil fuels. We 
need a broad and com-
prehensive strategy. Had 
Premier Clark embraced 
and articulated such a vi-
sion, she would have been 
seen as a real leader.

Written with contribu-
tions from David Suzuki 
Foundation Editorial and 
Communications Special-
ist Ian Hanington.

Learn more at www.
davidsuzuki.org

ACTON HOCKEY
and

SKATING SCHOOL
Registration

For Ages 4 to 9 years
AT ACTON ARENA
Sat., August 18th

9 am until full
For more information contact
Mark Duval 519-855-6572

or JIM JAMES 905-877-8339
Georgetown    Fergus 
16 Mountainview Rd S., Suite 205 200 St. Patrick St. E., Suite 5
Georgetown, Ontario    L7G 4K1 Fergus, Ontario   N1M 1M4    
(905)702-2597 (519) 843-7344

Michael Chong, 
M.P.

Wellington-Halton
Hills

Here to assist you 

1- 866 - 878 - 5556 
Chong.m@parl.gc.ca 

Science
Matters

 By David Suzuki

Fuelling the future requires bold vision

PEEWEE POWER: The 
Hal ton  Hi l l s  Bul ldogs 
Peewee Two team, coached 
by Acton’s Wayne Bee, won 
the Provincial Championship 
– with a Gold medal and 
Championship banner – at a 
recent weekend tournament. 
The team, which downed 
Lincoln Crush 7-2 in the 
final, includes: Back: \ Terry 
Naugler (Coach), Karen 
Mackay (Trainer), Greg 
Lawrence (Coach) and 
Wayne Bee (Head Coach). 
Top : Myles McVeigh, Daniel 
Nascimento and Connor 
Kahler. Middle: Grayden 
Giles, Sean Williams, Nathan 
Hodgson, Jacques Gladu, 
Jacob Coleman and Brett 
Hodgson.  Front:  Ryan 
Downey, Ryan Lawrence, 
Nathan Burwell, Braden 
Naugler, Stephen Spencer and 
Zach Faria. Absent: Liam 
Mackay. – Submitted photo


