
•T
h

e IF
P

• H
alto

n
 H

ills, Thursd
ay, S

ep
tem

b
er 6, 2012

7

Printing Presentations for Class,  
or Flyers for Student Events?

162 Guelph St
Georgetown, ON  L7G 5X7
T: 905.873.2781
F: 905.873.9383
store234@theupsstore.ca

• Self Serve & Full  
 Service Copying

• Digital Printing Direct  
 from USB or Email

• Colour Copies Available

• Document Finishing

• Fax Services

• Mailbox Services

• Packaging Supplies

• SPC Cards Accepted

• And So Much More!

10% OFF All services  
with presentation of a  
student card.

29¢ 5¢COLOUR 
COPIES

BLACK & WHITE 
COPIES

Open Saturdays 10am - 3pm
www.v i s i on2000 t r ave l . com

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000
*Book a select 2013 Europe Avalon Waterways vacation to receive $500 off per person on the cruise/land only price. Offer available on select dates only. 

Booking must be made, under deposit , and discount applied by September 18, 2012.  Pre-paid gratuities available on select dates only. These offers may be 

combined with the Journeys Club Repeat Traveller Benefit only. Offers are based on space availability and may be withdrawn at any time. Applicable to new 

2013 bookings only and will not be applied to pre-existing bookings. Additional restrictions may apply.

SAVE UP TO $1000*
 Special Savings & Pre-paid 
gratuities for 2013 sailings

Book one of these specially selected 
Avalon Waterways sailings and Save up to 
$1000 per couple PLUS Pre-paid gratuities 
compliments of Vision 2000!
 
Capitals of Central Europe - July 30, 2013
The Blue Danube Discovery - Oct. 25, 2013
Magnificent Europe - Oct. 30, 2013

Saturday Saturday 
Sept. 8Sept. 8thth

  Belladonna’s Boutique & Gifts
Consigned & New Ladies Wear, Accessories & Gifts

4 Main St. S., Acton     519-853-3777     belladonnasboutique.ca

Discount draws (5% - 50% off!) & other lucky wins all day long!Discount draws (5% - 50% off!) & other lucky wins all day long!
Discounts good Sept. 8th only, on everything except artisan items.Discounts good Sept. 8th only, on everything except artisan items.

10:00 am10:00 am
Cake & Ribbon CuttingCake & Ribbon Cutting

6:00 pm6:00 pm
Grand Prize Draw!Grand Prize Draw!

Making choices on the go
It’s funny how holiday weekend plans 

can change with one action.
The Sidekick and I were about to dive 

into our weekend list of ‘to-dos’ when she 
decided to lift something that was more 
than a little lady of her stature should tack-
le. She twisted and stopped on the spot.

“You okay?” I asked.
“Oh yeah, I just pulled something in my 

back a bit,” she said, then followed with 
“Oh gawd, I can’t take a deep breath!”

She hobbled to the house, the pain of 
the muscle spasm burning in the upper 
middle region of her back. She was rele-
gated to the sofa with a handful of muscle 
relaxants and a steady diet of Food Net-
work programming, complemented with 
the heating pad.

Okay, change of plans.
Despite her claims that she’d be back 

out to help me in ‘an hour or two,’ I knew I 
was pretty much on my own for the rest of 
the long weekend.

We had 14 acres of hay ready to be 
baled. We had a fl ock of sheep that had to 
be separated into two breeding groups and 
we also had a gate to be built to contain the 
two groups of sheep.

There were also four sheep that I’d 
promised to deliver to a buyer in Milton.

It’s times like this when those who work 
in the agricultural arena start to realllly 
question their sanity.

But it’s always a short-lived questioning. 
I started to prioritize the tasks at hand.

Hay is perishable so that was top prior-
ity. The baler had been acting up, indis-
criminately breaking shear bolts (a safety 
bolt that breaks instead of causing hun-
dreds of dollars damage), when it wasn’t 
even under load. Before starting, I crawled 
under the baler, owner’s manual in hand, 
to check the settings. The book and the ac-
tual settings seemed reversed, so I called a 
friend who has a similar baler.

With my Blackberry on speakerphone, 
and both of us under our balers, we com-
pared our settings— compared to his baler, 
mine was miles off.

And his wasn’t breaking shear bolts.
A quick adjustment to his ‘settings’ and 

I was good to go. (Obviously the previous 
owner was dyslexic.)

I baled the fi rst fi eld non-stop. I was 
feeling pretty good, things were happen-

ing and The Sidekick was pleased that I 
could keep going in spite of her being laid 
up. One fi eld down, and I moved to the last 
fi eld. A neighbour stopped me briefl y to 
chat as he looked at the bale thrower.

“Hey Ted, did you know you have ‘shot’ 
bearing?” he asked.

Sure nuff, the pulley was wobbling on 
the shaft. I checked the driving shed— 
whew, I had one in stock.

In 45 minutes, the bearing was replaced 
and once again I headed to the fi eld.

About 30 bales into the fi eld, I watched 
a long black ‘snake’ fi re off into the air be-
hind me as the bale thrower stopped.

The main drive belt had broken. And 
I knew I didn’t have a  replacement in 
stock.

Back in the shed I disabled the bale 
thrower, set it to simply drop the bales on 
the ground. I fi nished the fi eld in an hour.

Monday, as The Sidekick and I gathered 
up the bales with the front-end loader (she 
was good enough to drive the tractor), we 
actually wrapped up our holiday weekend 
jobs ahead of schedule. We even had time 
to go out for dinner that night and later 
drop by friends for a social beverage.

As I slid into bed later that night, and 
reviewed the weekend’s accomplishments, 
a thought came to mind.

We’d entered the weekend full of ex-
pectations— all dashed with the pull of a 
muscle.

Yet, instead of becoming frustrated, 
with some adjustments, we got through it, 
in spite of that hurdle.

You know, life is like that. When you 
wake in the morning, you have no choice 
what challenge is going to be thrown at 
you that day.

But you do have one choice.
You have the choice of how you deal 

with it.

Ted
Brown
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