
SPORTS & LEISURE
It seems a little ironic that, for someone who re-

luctantly had to pass on playing football during his 
years at Christ the King Secondary School, javelin 
thrower Tyler Renton has ended up attending one of 
the top gridiron universities in the U.S.

The 18-year-old George-
town South resident accepted 
a scholarship offer this sum-
mer to attend the University 
of Oklahoma on a track & fi eld 
scholarship and will study 
criminology.

The Sooners are perenni-
ally on the top 25 list of rank-
ings for NCAA football teams, 
but they also have one of the 
best track & fi eld teams in the 
U.S., sending sent two athletes 
to the Olympics in London.

“I love watching football 
and I’m excited about getting 
out to the fi rst home game and 
be a part of the atmosphere. 
The capacity of the stadium is 
something like 85,000 people 
and the interest is really big 
down there,” said the 6-foot-3, 
200-pound Renton, whose size 
and athleticism would make 
him the perfect candidate for 
the tight end position.

“The coaches at CtK did 
ask me to play football, but 
I wanted to concentrate on 
throwing.”

Renton had little experience 
tossing in the throwing events 
(javelin, shot put and discus) 
when he entered Grade 9 at 
CtK, yet was still able to earn a bronze medal in jave-
lin at his fi rst Ontario high school championship meet 
and then won the gold as a junior the next year.

Under coach Richard Parkinson at the York Uni-
versity Track & Field Club, Renton got an invitation 
to last year’s World Youth Championships in France, 
at which he placed 14th in the javelin.

Athletics Canada selected Renton for its long-term 
development program, because throwers generally 
don’t hit their prime until their late 20s. Renton felt he 
was in the best shape of his career after stepping up 
his training regimen during the winter, but a broken 
left wrist hampered his weight-training schedule.

Moving up to the 800-gram javelin this year from 
700 grams that juniors use, he was able to throw a 
personal-best 67.8 metres back in April that qualifi ed 
him for the World Junior Championships last month 
in Barcelona, Spain.

And although he was only able to place 20th with 
a throw fi ve metres shorter than his personal best, 
qualifying for the worlds piqued the interest of Okla-

homa’s throwing coach, former 
Olympic discus thrower Brian 
Blutreich.

“What we like about Tyler is 
that his coach has given him 
a good base technique for jav-
elin to work with, because with 
most fi rst-year throwers we 
have to make a lot of changes 
in their technique, but he’s got 
all the basics down,” said Blu-
treich of his fi rst-ever Canadian 
pupil.

“We just need him to build 
up his strength in the weight 
room and do the type of exer-
cises that will boost his javelin 
fi tness. We’re going to take it 
nice and slow, so he’ll be just 
training during the (fall) in-
door season and focus solely 
on the javelin to be ready for 
the spring.”

Strep throat and an elbow in-
jury in his throwing arm meant 
that Renton didn’t compete in 
the Canadian Junior Champi-
onships upon his return from 
Barcelona. He has returned to 
top form now, however, and 
has set a goal of surpassing the 
70-metre mark in his freshman 
year with the Sooners.

“Watching the Olympics ev-
ery day was inspiring and I think it’d be really awe-
some to do that one day,” Renton added.

“It was cool to see a guy I competed with (Cana-
dian Curtis Moss), who was throwing the same dis-
tances as a junior that I have been doing, so it’s good 
to know that maybe one day I can be where he is 
too. I’m on the right path so far. (But) when I got the 
scholarship into track & fi eld, I wasn’t thinking that 
I’d go to the Olympics or turn pro or anything. You’ve 
got to be the best in the world to make enough money 
to live on, and even if you do, you’ll need something 
to fall back on eventually. The education is all worth 
it to me.”

Will success come Sooner for Renton?

Down to its last strike this past off-season, girls’ fast-pitch 
in Halton Hills has undergone a successful rebirth under a 
new organization.

Known as the Kinsmen Girls’ Softball League for over 40 
years, the local service club announced last December it was 
no longer able to maintain its support for another season.

Stepping in to pinch-hit for the Kinsmen was the George-
town Ladies’ PowderPuff League, which had actually been 
established by graduates of the Kin youth leagues four de-
cades ago.

The GLPL, previously consisting of teams of women age 
19 and older, made a two-year commitment last winter to 
supporting girls’ softball and is thrilled with how the fi rst 
year went.

Approximately 120 girls, ages 5-18, were registered this 
year and the teams joined the Halton Interlock League to play 
against centres such as Burlington, Milton and Oakville.

“This Interlocking loop has allowed the girls to play a 
higher calibre of ball than they were used to in the previous 
league, while still focusing on the premise of participation, 
skill development and fun,” said GLPL president Dee Dee 
Haynes-Ridley.

The GLPL has also been interacting with Softball Ontario 
to help improve the program, having been awarded with a 
SAFE Star grant this year, to aid in the area of umpire devel-
opment.

Haynes-Ridley added that the organization would now 
like to offer development opportunities for coaches and play-
ers through skills clinics conducted by Softball Ontario that 
will eventually be available throughout the year.

Javelin thrower Tyler Renton is off to the 
University of Oklahoma on a track and fi eld 
scholarship.           Photo by Eamonn Maher

Stephanie Masniuk of the Georgetown Ladies’ PowderPuff 
League’s bantam/midget #2 team attempts to throw out a Burl-
ington baserunner during a recent girls’ fast-pitch playoff game 
at the Georgetown Fairgrounds, won by the visitors 14-5.                                   

Photo by Andrea Lefebvre

Girls’ fastpitch reborn

By EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

FOR HALTON HAWKS GIRLS FASTPITCH 
2013 SEASON TRYOUT INFORMATION VISIT

www.haltonhawks.ca
or email Cindy Bodrug, President at sbodrug@cogeco.ca

TRYOUTS BEGIN TUES. SEPT. 4TH!

•T
h

e 
IF

P
• 

H
al

to
n

 H
ill

s 
•T

hu
rs

d
ay

, A
ug

us
t 3

0,
 2

01
2

20



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


