Contagious conversation on the ‘Rock’

For those who noticed, I wasn’t
around last week.

The Sidekick and I took off to The
Rock, better known as Newfoundland,
to visit that most easterly part of our
fair country, where their time zone is a
half hour ahead of everyone else in the
Maritimes, and 90 minutes ahead of us
here in Halton Hills.

We took up residence at Murray
Premises, an historic harbourfront
warehouse built in 1840 and recently
renovated into a business centre/hotel,
complete with 67 rooms.

Two blocks to the north is George
St., the St. John'’s hot spot for bars, res-
taurants and pubs, most with maritime
folk music lofting out of the open win-
dows, enticing all to come inside and
sit a spell.

O'Reilly’s, an Irish pub that seems to
be the place to be on George St. was
a prominent music venue. We enjoyed
O’Reilly’s more than a few times, where
the Kilkenny flows like water and Mur-
ray Premises is a short downhill stag-
ger away.

Music from traditional Newfound-
land/Irish folk roots and a dash of Stan
Rogers thrown in was the norm— of
course when someone mentioned Stan
Rogers, it was with ‘but he was from
Ontario’ good-naturedly added to the
statement.

Pub-hopping aside, we also enjoyed
the natural sights— Newfoundland is
visually awe-inspiring to say the least.

We stood on Signal Hill, 750 feet
about St. John’s harbour, and imagined
what it must have been like to be sta-
tioned there in the 1600s, watching for
a ship to appear on the horizon, then
face the relentless biting winds to sig-
nal the town down below.

Further south, at Cape Spear, the
most easterly point of North America, a
pair of 30-foot Second World War gun
emplacements were installed to pro-
tect the harbour at St. John’s against
possible German U-Boat attacks. The
gun barrels remain, but the carriages
are gone.

Cape Spear lighthouse is nearby,
now a National Historic Site.

In 1983, the Prince and Princess of
Wales, Charles and Diana, officially
opened the place. As I surveyed the
lighthouse keeper’s home (which is
the base of the original lighthouse)
I wondered if 1983 was the last year
the building had seen paint, and the
wooden picket fence was falling over.
If that's how we maintain a National
Historic Site, it’s nothing short of an
embarrassment.

Newfoundland has majestic views
and loads of history, but the most ap-
pealing part of the country is by far the
people and their hospitality.

I tell you, one could strike up a con-
versation in a matter of seconds— talk-
ing is contagious. They are THE most
friendly and approachable people T've
ever met.

For example, stopping at an art gal-
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lery, we chatted with the owner, talking
about raising sheep in Ontario. As it
turned out, he also was a documentary
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a story on a longtime shepherd in the
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St. John’s area.

Howard Morry is a 77-year-old
multi-generation Newfoundlander.
The documentary told how Howard
and his sons loaded their sheep into
barges and transported them out to
various islands off the coast, leaving
them on the islands for the summer.
The islands provide good grazing and
freedom from coyotes.

In late August, they bring the sheep
(and their lambs) back to the main-
land.

Thumbing through the phone book
we found Morry’s number, and the next
day found us seated on his back porch
with a coffee, ‘talkin’ ship’ (sheep)—
for two hours.

We spent a day on the scenic Irish
Loop around Avalon Peninsula, stop-
ping at various little cove villages,
many of them casualties of the 1992
cod moratorium, when the federal gov-
ernment shut down the cod industry.

At Trepassey, a small fishing village
with a population of less than 600, the
local restaurant waitress told us how
the village once had 1,750 residents,
and the local cod processing plant ran
three shifts. The high school and el-
ementary schools both boasted about
500 students each.

Now there’s 50 kids between Kin-
dergarten and Grade 12, and the only
businesses in town are the restaurant,
a Home Hardware, and a small medi-
cal clinic. If there’s a life-threatening
medical emergency, they are air-lifted
to St. John’s, which is an hour and a
half away by road (in good weather).
Most of the 600 residents are retired
and their houses are looking pretty
tired.

Yet these people don't feel sorry for
themselves. Instead, they embrace the
fact they are alive and well, and enjoy
their families and the community spir-
it the surrounds them.

As we flew out of St. John’s Saturday
morning, The Sidekick and I reflected
upon our week on The Rock.

We agreed, this country of ours
could be a better place if we all took
a page out of the local Newfoundland
culture— be mellow, laid-back, and
treat everyone like a friend.

And most importantly— make sure
conversation continues to be conta-

gious.

SERVING YOU IN HALTON

Wellington-Halton Hills MPP Ted Arnott schedules
meetings with constituents in Georgetown on a
regular basis at Mold Masters Sportsplex

(Arena) Rink B Boardroom, 221 Guelph Street.

HILLS

To arrange a meeting, please call the Wellington
Halton-Hills Provincial Riding Office at 1-800-265-2366.

For more information: www.tedarnottmpp.com

Get more with
our mailboxes.

* A real street address,
not a P.0. Box

 24-hour access

* Package acceptance
from all carriers

* Package notification : o
« Call-in MailCheck® N
* Mail holding and forwarding*

3 Months FREE!

When you rent a mailboxona6or 12
month contract. :

See store for details. Offer expires September 30, 2012. 1
The UPS Store @ !

162 Guelph St
Georgetown, ON L7G 5X7
T: 905.873.2781

F: 905.873.9383
store234@theupsstore.ca

The UPS Store

210z ‘o€ Isnbny ‘Aepsiny_ ‘sliiH UOYHEH eddl dYLe _




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


