Levies account for much of tax hike
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The operating base budget increase,
however, is only 2.6 per cent— the amount
required to continue the existing opera-
tions of the town plus costs previously ap-
proved by council. With the exception of
firefighters no new staff will be hired, and
no programs will be expanded.

Fogal, who called this an inflationary in-
crease, said, “it's not the typical basket of
goods upon which the rate of inflation is
calculated.”

“A lot of people think that if the taxes
are going up by 5.9 per cent that
were ramping up the number
of staff that we've got and we're
increasing the pay well beyond
what the people get in the pri-
vate sector. So I know this is not
the case,” said Fogal.

More than half of the Town’s
proposed increase is the result
of levies to pay for town facili-
ties:

¢ 1.2% Fire Services Levy, to
pay for new firefighters and pay
off the new fire station debt. Fogal noted
that the fire halls were built during slow
growth years when there was no develop-
ment charges to pay for them. As well, the
fire department is gradually transitioning
from a part-time service to a full-time one.

* 0.9 % Special Infrastructure Levy, for
infrastructure improvements. This is the
last year for this levy, and Fogal suggested
the money raised ($294,000) should be used
towards active transportation (walking/bik-
ing) projects such as separated bike lanes
on major roadways and sidewalks/paths in
the Armstrong Ave. industrial area.

* 0.7% Library Operating Levy, to help
alleviate the dollar impact of opening the
new Georgetown library. This is also the
last year for this levy.

* 0.5% Arena Levy, to pay the debt for
the arena additions. Originally, the levy was
only supposed to be 0.2% but construction
costs were higher than expected, requiring
a higher levy. A 1% levy will be imposed in
2014 and 2015.

“That is a surprise and a disappointment
to me,” said Fogal, noting there is so little
money for other priorities. However since
the money is for Mold-Masters quad pads,
which she supported (she did not support
the third in Acton), she said she has little

choice but to accept it.

These are all preliminary figures and
could change when the capital budget dis-
cussion gets under way in mid-November
and operating budget debate begins in
mid-January. Public delegation night for
the capital budget is Nov. 14 and for the op-
erating budget it's January 14.

DeSousa said the capital budget of
$19.5 million is “very aggressive”. While it
will be reviewed in more detail in the com-
ing months, $15.4 million will be spent on
Infrastructure Services and $3 million on
Recreation and Parks projects.

DeSousa pointed out Halton
Hills is second only to Milton
in the lowest amount of taxes
paid by property owners (with
a home assessed at $400,000)
in a comparison to neighbour-
ing municipalities: from highest
to lowest Brampton ($1,926),
Cambridge ($1,738), Kitchener
($1,602), Waterloo ($1,527),
Burlington ($1,500), Oakville
($1,458), Mississauga ($1,452),
Caledon ($1,441), Halton Hills ($1,435)
and Milton ($1,002). DeSousa said Milton’s
low taxes is a result of growth and revenue
from the Mohawk casino.

Town taxes provide for 90 per cent of
frontline customer service delivery and in-
frastructure, said DeSousa. Of $362 Town
taxes/$100,000 of assessment: $55 goes to
fire services, $48 general administration;
$44 recreation programs and cultural fa-
cilities; $44 bridges, roads and sidewalk
repair; $43 general engineering and public
works; $27 libraries, $16 winter mainte-
nance; $12 planning, development and sus-
tainability; $11 park maintenance, and $7
streetlighting.

DeSousa said other factors have influ-
enced the budget preparation, including:

e the lowest assessment growth in the
last 10 years (only 0.75%). It peaked in
2006 at 4.4%. MPAC is reassessing residen-
tial homes this year.

e the need to replenish seriously deplet-
ed reserves,

e the need to spend an additional
$870,000 for employee wages and benefits.

DeSousa said he expects the assessment
growth will slowly rise with the building
of the outlet mall in the 401 Corridor and
other developments.
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e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca
WWWw. hassellautomottve com

2009 Suzuki SX4 AWD

o Automatic e Cruise Control
o Low Mileage
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o A/C o Leather
e Cruise Control

2067 ‘Hyundai Santa Fe

2006 Toyota Solara
e Coupe Style @ Excellent Condition
e Air Conditioning

913 900

+ HST

12,700

+ HST

+ HST

Ng NG7 gy’ CHOI
a ?ZS an P\ Pyt Five BV S

' Waﬁ 2008 g 2005/ 2003 2002 2001 20 1999
v COICE CHOICE cm CHOEF amg doe: Ao GO dOR Ao A0E

FUVA Bpvn By By gyl By BGR





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


