Walking away, my guts in a knot

We had a traumatic event at the farm
this week.

It wasn’t unexpected— just one of those
yearly events ya simply gotta get through.

You see, we had to send out a truckload
of ram lambs.

It's an annual event, that time when we
select the best candidates from the flock
to be raised and sold as sires for another
flock— and those left behind which are
sent to the stock yards.

It’s also a time when we take a hard look
at the adults in the flock.

Did this one have a problem this year?

Did that one have a health issue?

Can we rely on her to have two or three
lambs next year?

And the worst one of all— are those
younger ones coming behind her better
animals to represent the quality of the
flock?

Raising sheep to sell as breeding stock,
our flock is enrolled in a national online
production program called GenOvis. We
enter all the pertinent data to give us (and
our customers) a true picture of what each
animal is contributing to the flock.

Is this one a ‘hitch-hiker’, eating more
than she produces? Or an asset to the

flock?

Years ago, when we had dairy cattle, we
were enrolled in ROP or Record of Perfor-
mance, a production program recording
milking production of each individual cow
in the herd.

Sheep were also in ROP— later re-
named Sheep Flock Improvement Pro-
gram (SFIP), and now GenOvis— which
recorded their weight gains, measuring
every lamb at birth, 50 days and 100 days.
As a result, the program calculates an ADG
or Average Daily Gain for the first 50 days,
and 100 days, which is important to some-
one looking for ewes to breed and raise
lambs for meat. The higher the ADG, the
less time (and feed) it takes to achieve that
targeted weight for market.

So the past weeks we've spent hours
poring over the flock data, identifying
those animals in the flock that continue to
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give us good breeder lambs to sell to an-

other shepherd.

But, when one does a production audit,
some animals have to go.

And T hate it.

Early Tuesday morning, I loaded a
bunch of ram lambs who had little poten-
tial as breeders, as well as a couple mature
ewes who had health problems.

And they were off to the Ontario Live-
stock Exchange in St. Jacob’s, better known
as OLEX.

I always feel sick— almost like T've be-
trayed those animals who have done noth-
ing wrong, except not grow as big or as
quickly as those staying behind.

At OLEX, most are sold for meat, but
on rare occasions, some are picked up to
actually go back out to a flock.

Mind you, those that do go back out
are not likely going to a good operation.
Once they've been through the stock yards,
they're exposed to virtually every sheep
disease known to mankind.

And they take that exposure back to the
rest of the ‘flock’ which most likely has ad-
ditional health problems.

Seeing the ram lambs go doesn't bother
me much, but I absolutely abhor watching
an old ewe go out the door.

For the most part, she’s been a kind, de-
voted mother, and we have worked in part-
nership for years— sometimes together in
the wee hours of a frosty morning, bring-
ing a lamb into the world.

As the last one dutifully climbed into
the trailer, I stood there and listened as the
door slammed shut and the latch bolted.

And I walked away— my guts in a
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VIS'?ON 2000 Special Savings & Pre-paid

GROUPE VOYAGES + TRAVEL GROUP

gratuities for 2013 sailings

SAVE UP TO $I000*

Book one of these specially selected
Avalon Waterways sailings and Save up to
$1000 per couple PLUS Pre-paid gratuities
compliments of Vision 2000!

The Blue Danube Discovery - Oct. 25, 2013
Magnificent Europe - Oct. 30, 2013

Georgetown %
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501
P o o Open Saturdays 10am - 3pm

905-873-2000 \leilo\n\] EMBER www.vision2000travel.com

*Book a select 2013 Europe Avalon Waterways vacation to receive $500 off per person on the cruise/land only price. Offer available on select dates only.
Booking must be made, under deposit , and discount applied by September 18, 2012. Pre-paid gratuities available on select dates only. These offers may be
combined with the Journeys Club Repeat Traveller Benefit only. Offers are based on space availability and may be withdrawn at any time. Applicable to new
2013 bookings only and will not be applied to pre-existing bookings. Additional restrictions may apply.
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Season ticketholder
benefits include:
* Home Opener Private Reception

+ Season ticketholder Skate with
the Battalion

+ $2 off the purchase of additional
single-game tickets

* 10 percent discount at
Quarterma:

'New SuBSCRIBER
END $460.00

SIDE  $550.00
CLUB $585.00

Al prices include HST

ster Retail Store
* Exclusive prize draves

DHL

» ITWIRALS
CINTRe

www.battalionhockey.com
Phone (905) 874-2393

twitter

face @0HLBattalion

Follow the Troops on

Bob & Rita Bairstow
cordially invite you to join us
ata casual Opcn ouse
as we celebrate our

soth woddingannivcrsary

Bond

G)Ofymta/aﬂofw

Sanie fjun

on receiving your Veterinary

Georgetown Seniors Centre
Technician Honours Diploma from 8

318 Guelph Street

210z ‘91 1snbBny ‘Aepsiny] ‘s|iIH UOYEH eddl dYLe



