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OPINION
The fi rst long weekend of the summer of 

2012 proved to be tragic on Ontario wa-
terways with seven people believed to have 
drowned.

Although organizations such as the Ca-
nadian Red Cross emphasize the need for 
water safety education and swimming les-
sons for young people, the Canada Day 
weekend’s victims were all adults — rang-
ing in age from 19 to 79.

According to the Canadian Red Cross, 
each year an average of 400 Canadians 
drown, and more than half of those occur 
during the summer months.

Recent polling shows that despite sig-
nifi cant water safety education and aware-
ness programming, there’s still a gap in Ca-
nadians’ behaviour around the water.

Of the 160 people who drown while 
boating each year, nearly 90 per cent aren’t 
properly wearing a lifejacket, according to 
the Red Cross.

Other Red Cross fi ndings include:
• While 82 per cent of Canadians believe 

there’s a legal requirement to wear a life-
jacket when boating, only 50 per cent of 
boat owners always wear their lifejacket

• Only 46 per cent of children know how 
to swim

• For 51 per cent of Canadians, ‘not al-
lowing children under 10 years old to ac-
cess the pool area’ is their only strategy to 
prevent injuries related to backyard pools

• Fourteen per cent of Canadians keep 
lifejackets on the boat, believing they will 
have time to fi nd and put on a lifejacket 
while falling out of the boat.

Alcohol consumption is another fac-
tor that far too often plays a role in adult 
drownings.

While summer and activities on or near 
water will always go hand in hand, this past 
holiday weekend’s deaths are a reminder 
of how failing to be water smart can have 
tragic consequences.
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Be water smart

Steve Nease

Letters to the editor

Dear editor,
The current proposal for the 

GTA West Corridor is a termination 
at the 401/407 in Halton Hills east 
of Trafalgar Road with widening of 
the 401 through Milton to 12 lanes.

All of the traffi c criteria cited in 
the proposal favour a new cor-
ridor over the expansion of the 
401 through Milton. These criteria 
should refl ect a very high weight-
ing in the overall evaluation of this 
study— after all this is a transpor-
tation study.

The proposal recommending 
the widening of the 401 through 
Milton carries the following com-
ments with respect to the widening 
proposal:

• Worst overall network perfor-
mance; Highway 401 performance 
is also worst

• Provides no capacity to accom-
modate higher than base demands

• Highest amount of auto and 
truck delay

• Highest amount of inter-re-
gional auto and truck traffi c using 
local roads

• Reduces annual delays due to 
incidents by 3% (compared to a re-

duction of 25% in a new corridor)
• Increases overall network col-

lisions by 1% compared to base 
conditions (compared to a reduc-
tion of 2% in a new corridor)

My conclusion can only be that 
this proposal is short-term plan-
ning.

This proposal dumps all the GTA 
bypass traffi c east of Milton, one 
of the fastest-growing towns in 
southern Ontario, and will simply 
transfer the existing bottlenecks on 
the 401 in the GTA that this study 
is trying to solve to the Milton and 
Halton Hills area.

We need a practical and effective 
solution for transportation for the 
future not a political one.

V. Hendrickson, Georgetown
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Canadian auto sales in 2012 will challenge 
the all-time mark of just over 1.7 million units 
set in 2002, according to BMO Economics. Do 

you plan to buy a car this year?
1. Yes (12%)
2. No (88%)
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GTA West plan is 
short-term planning

Letters must include an address 
and daytime phone number.

Anonymous letters will not be 
published. Letters should not exceed 
150 words and may be edited for 
content and/or length. 

Publication is not guaranteed.

Email:
 jmcghie@theifp.ca

Mail or drop off: 
Independent & Free Press,  280 Guelph 

St., Unit 29, Georgetown, ON., L7G 4B1.

Vet team provided 
great care

Dear editor,
To add to some of the letters 

recently praising local businesses, 
I wanted to share the incredible 
experience we have had with Terra 
Glen Animal Hospital. We have 
been taking our bulldog Bodhi 
there for many years, and we’re 
recently devastated to learn he had 
cancer and there was no treat-

ment options for his particular 
condition. Dr. Boudreaux and 
Dr.Wilkinson, along with all the 
staff, were incredibly compassion-
ate and supportive through our 
tough time. When we had to make 
that most diffi cult last trip to the 
vet, once again they were very kind 
and respectful. Only one week 
following his death, we received a 
sympathy card from the clinic as 
well as a notice that a donation had 
been made to the Ontario Vet-
erinary Association trust fund in 
Bodhi’s name. I cannot say enough 
about how helpful the entire team 
was in helping us through this 
tough time. Thank you.

Kris Rogers, Georgetown

Dear editor,
Having just returned from a 

year-end assembly at Centennial 
Middle School I am reminded of 
how hard the teachers work to give 
our kids an enriching education.

Thank you to all the teachers for 
the effort you put forth during the 
school year. I hope this summer 
gives you the refreshing you need 
to do it all again in September.

Terri Bilodeau, 
Georgetown

Teachers are appreciated


