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MSB parents and students schooled on safety

Efforts to
improve
student safety
includes
education
and enforcement

On the day all Mc-
Kenzie-Smith Bennett
students got a traffic
safety refresher from po-
lice — a blitz sparked by
three separate traffic ac-
cidents involving MSB
students in recent weeks
— school Principal Shar-
on French was met with
a “very scary and danger-
ous” scene on her arrival
at school early Monday
morning.

“I looked down Acton
Boulevard and I could
see a young man — he
was a teenager — and he
was on one of those great
long boards, and he was
having a great time with
his Doberman Pinscher
pulling him on a long
leash, and he was roar-
ing right up the road...”
French said, inviting
kids in a Grade four and
five class to tell her what
safety rules the teen was
breaking, including not
wearing any safety gear.

French said the three
accidents are three too
many. “We want to think
about what we can learn,
and what we can do for
boys and girls to stay
safe, and remind the
adults in our community
what they can do to make
sure we are safe,” French
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USE YOUR SUPER POWERS: After three McKenzie-Smith Bennett students were injured in separate
traffic accidents in recent weeks, school officials invited Halton Police Constable Laurel Barnett to visit each
class on Monday to remind them to use their eyes and ears to Stop, Look and Listen — Frances Niblock photo

said as she introduced
Halton Constable Laurel
Barnett to the class.

Barnett quickly en-
gaged the students in a
straw poll over which
action hero was the
strongest — Batman, Spi-
derman, Green Hornet,
Superman — and then
asked the class who
would win a battle be-
tween a car and child.
She played two age-ap-
propriate DVDs urging
students to use their
super powers — sight and
hearing — to Stop, Look
and Listen when cross-
ing roads.

“Some drivers don’t
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follow the rules — you ex-
pect all drivers to follow
the rules, but we know
they don’t, so you must
be very careful,” French
said.

Out on Acton Boule-
vard before the morning
bell rang each day this
week, uniformed by-
law enforcement officer
Alberto Recinos had to
wave away numerous
vehicles driven by par-
ents attempting to stop
or park illegally to let off
their children. Last week
three tickets — $50 each —
were issued to parents for
parking bylaw violations.
At press time, three more
tickets had been issued.

The school, school
board and Town are at-
tempting to improve
student safety in the
area with education, en-
forcement and physical

changes which may in-
clude expanding the
north end parking lot
with a Kiss & Go area,
downplaying the un-
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guarded crossing into
the Bovis subdivision,
and adjusting bus routes.

Regional/Acton Coun-
cillor Clark Somerville,

who in his school days
was a class crossing
guard at the then M.Z.
Bennett School, said
most of the problems are
caused by “parents’ park-
ing habits” and while he
understands that parents
of Junior and Senior Kin-
dergarten classes want to
get their kids as close to
the school entrance as
possible, it causes con-
gestion that is unsafe.

“This road is engin-
eered as far as we’re
ever going to be able
to get. It’s going to be
up to the school board
to look at (if) they have
enough parking spots in
the north and south lot —
which I don’t think they
do — and they’re going
to have to figure out a
way to do that,” Somer-
ville said, adding there
are also concerns with
the buses using Acton
Boulevard after kids are
dropped off. He thinks
they should head west on
Mill Street and not come
straight up the busy Ac-
ton Boulevard.”

ENFORCEMENT CONTINUES: After three McKenzie- Smith Bennett School
students were injured in separate accidents when they were hit by vehicles, the
Town stepped up enforcement of No Parking and Stopping bylaws on Acton
Boulevard. On Monday, Bylaw office Albert Recinos (left) repeatedly had to tell
parents, attempting to drop off their kids, to move on. — Frances Niblock photo
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