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HAPPY BIRTHDAY: Avid reader, and The New Tanner paperboy Michael Holmes, 10, was the official cake cutter at the first anniver-
sary party for the Acton library on Saturday. Library Marketing and Communications manager Audrey Holt (left), Director of Library 
Services Jane Diamanti and Acton branch Librarian Mary Land joined the celebration. – Ted Tyler photos

Crime rate down 10.4 per cent
Last year was an his-

toric bench mark year for 
public safety in Halton 
with the lowest crime rate 
since regionalization in 
1974. There were 1,259 
fewer criminal offences 
reported in Halton in 2011 
(13,678) compared to 2010 

(14,937). Taking growth 
into account, that’s a 10.4 
per cent decrease in the 
overall crime rate since 
last year – the lowest rate 
in 37 years. 

“When a  commun-
ity that is already as safe 
as Halton sees this kind 

of significant decline in 
criminal offences, it speaks 
volumes about how effect-
ively everyone, including 
the police, the public, our 
community partners, and 
the media are working 
together for public safety,” 
said Chief Gary Crowell. 

Police reported an in-
crease in hate-related 
incidents with 51 hate-re-
lated incidents in last year, 
19 which fit the police def-
inition of a hate crime, up 
from 41 hate-related inci-
dents in 2010.

Halton’s property crime 

ra te  –  a lmost  three-
quarters of all offences 
– dropped by 13.0 per 
cent, with 10,025 of-
fences including theft, 
breaking and entering, 
mischief, counterfeit cur-
rency, arson, fraud and 
the possession of stolen 

goods, last year. 
Chief Crowell is un-

happy with the 10.1 per 
cent increase in motor 
vehicle collisions, and 
most concerned that fatal 
collisions increased to 15 
last year, up from 13 in 
2010.

Widen 401 and end 
freeway fears?

See page 2

East  Well ington 
parents schooled on 
French Immersion
Voir La page 8

Its playoff season!

Sports scores and 
reports on page 11
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