A work horse to a pony cart?

Anyone who knows me well, also knows
I'm a traditionalist.

I really find it difficult to deviate from
the well-trodden path, following in the
proven footsteps of my forefathers most of
the time, especially when it comes to mak-
ing decisions regarding the farm.

I seem to be afflicted by the old “Well,
we didn't do it that way 40 years ago and it
still worked well...” approach.

Consequently I sometimes find it chal-
lenging to ‘update’ my methods.

This past Saturday, I had some hay lay-
ing in the field, ready to rake and be baled.
(Another of my ‘quirks’, I cut my hay, lay-
ing it out flat, rather than in a windrow like
other farmers. Although it requires raking,
years ago my dad and I found it dried faster
when flat on the ground compared to being
in a windrow.)

My custom baler said he’d be at the farm
around noon, so I had to get the hay raked
before he arrived.

At 10 a.m., I checked the hay’s moisture.
It was ready to rake.

I headed back to the driving shed to get
the tractor and rake. The tractor I gener-
ally use for raking is an open-style tractor
which was new in 1972. It’s a fine old trac-
tor to drive.

But it had the large mower mounted on
it, which takes more effort to unhitch, ‘spe-
cially when it’s hot in the shed.

I didn't feel like using the loader tractor,
as the loader clangs and bangs whenever I
hit any little bump in the field.

That left the big tractor.

Okay, at 75-horsepower, it ain't exactly
‘big’ by most farmer’s standards today. But
it’s ‘big’ in my driving shed.

I hitched the rake to it, thinking it was
overkill to use a 75-horse tractor for a job a
much smaller tractor could easily handle.

But this tractor has an ace in the hole—
it has a cab with air conditioning.

Out in the field, the diesel motor was
no more than a quiet drone in the back-
ground, running at a fast idle of 850 RPM,
as it ‘played’ with the rake behind.

It was something like hitching a work
horse to a pony cart.
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The air from the a/c lofted down over
me, drying the sweat on my brow. I tuned
the radio to Q107 and caught a great inter-
view with Joe Walsh of the Eagles.

Later, I took in some good old rock and
roll. It being Rolling Stones ‘weekend’ on
‘Q), there was a load of good tunes bounc-
ing off the walls in that tractor cab.

Not only was the cool air filling the cab,
but there were no bugs or hayseeds blow-
ing around, that usually stick to my face.

I thought back to when I was a kid,
when the concept of having a tractor with
a closed cab, especially equipped with air
conditioning, would have been considered
nothing more than a dream.

And pulling a hay rake with 75-horse-
power? Back then it would have been
deemed ridiculous.

I finished raking and climbed out of the
cab, realizing how hot it was outside.

I must give some credit to The Sidekick,
for me buying that tractor with air condi-
tioning.

In 2010, as the calendar was creeping
up on my 60th birthday, she insisted it was
‘time’ T had a tractor with a good cab.

Since I do much of my work before and
after office hours, I find I'm facing the ele-
ments, both hot and cold, to get the work
done. Having a tractor cab equipped with
heat and a/c makes that job so much eas-
ier.

And remember- she ‘insisted’. And far be
it for me to refuse...

Yes, the ‘old ways’ of farming are still
quite precious to me. They always will be.

But one thing’s certain.

Injecting a little modern technology into
the mix can make a huge difference in pro-
ductivity and operator fatigue.
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Sometimes the
worst scars of child
abuse can’t be seen.
Whether physical or

emotional, abuse
attacks a child’s
self-esteem and
emotional
development,
leaving long-term
emotional trauma
and pain. You can
help prevent child
abuse by being a
nurturing parent or
caregiver. By letting
children know they
are special,
competent and
loved, you can help
them develop
positive self-images
and happier futures.
T

overwhelmed, angry
or frustrated as a
parent, help is out
there for you. Look
in your area for
support groups and
services, or talk to a
trusted friend,
family member,
pastor or doctor
about what you can
do to protect and
support your child.
If we all do our part
to prevent child
abuse, we’ll get to
the heart of the
matter.

After 29+ years with RBC

PAT WALKER

Client Assistance Officer -
Guelph/Mountainview

OPEN HOUSE

Wednesday, June 27th
12-4 pm

Please join us in wishing her all
the best as she transitions into
her new “envious” routines!!
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Call about other Summer Europe Voyages with
Oceania Cruises — Offer Expires June 30, 2012

2 FOR | CRUISES AND MORE!

Pearls of the Aegean | August 8, 2012 <O CEANIA CRUISES
10 Days Venice to Athens — onboard Regatta

Ocean-view stateroom
US $3,533 p.p. + $208 transfers

Book now and receive 2 for | Cruise Fare, Free Airfare
(select cities) & $3000 Bonus Savings

VIS‘?ON 2000

GROUPE VOYAGES + TRAVEL GROUP

PLUS Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus: Pre-paid Gratuities &
$450 Onboard Credit

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501 %

905-873-2000 oo

Fares are per person, based on double occupancy and subject to availability at time of booking. Free Air from select Oceania gateways only. Bonus Savings &
2-for-1 Savings included in above pricing. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonuses valid on select sailings only and can be withdrawn without prior notice. May not be
combinable with other promotions. Offer expires June 30, 2012. Ships’ Registry: Marshall Islands

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com
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NOTICE OF OPEN HOUSE

BRAMPTON BRICK LIMITED
225 WanLEss Drive, BrampTON, ONTARIO L7A 1E9

HEREBY GIVES NOTICE THAT AN OPEN HOUSE WILL BE HELD:

FROM 4:00 TO 8:00 PM ON TUESDAY JUNE 26™, 2012

AT THE CHELTENHAM COMMUNITY ROOM

14190 CrebiTvieEw Roap, CHELTENHAM ONTARIO
THE PURPOSE OF THE OPEN HOUSE IS TO PRESENT, TO THE PUBLIC, THE DETAILS OF
AN APPLICATION TO AMEND THE APPROVED REHABILITATION PLAN FROM PONDS AND
STEEP, 3:1 FORESTED SLOPES BY BACKFILLING THE EXCAVATIONS TO RECREATE THE
PRE-QUARRY TOPOGRAPHY AND DRAINAGE REGIME TO SUPPORT AN UPLAND FOREST,
WATERCOURSES & WETLANDS.

THE LOCATION OF THE EXISTING LICENSED QUARRY IS:

14370 MississauGca Roap
PaRT oF LoTs 29 & 30, ConcEssioN 5 WHs
Town oF CaLEDON, REGION OF PEEL

Halton Regional Police Service

Rotational Towing Service
Application

POLICE

The Halton Regional Police Service is seeking applicants
for the next term of the
Non-Security Rotational Towing Services Program in Halton Region
from September 1, 2012 - August 31, 2014.

Interested and reputable tow companies meeting the requirements
of the Halton Regional Police Services Board and the Halton Regional Police
Service are invited to pick-up applications beginning
June 20, 2012 at:

Halton Regional Police Service Headquarters
1151 Bronte Road
Oakville, ON

Submission deadline is July 13, 2012

For more information call 905-825-4747 ext. 4807

Progress Through Participation




