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Deck of the WeekDeck of the Week

Heritage Decks specializes in the design and construction of custom cedar decks and built-in spas. 
Every Heritage deck is meticulously constructed with top quality material and totally original design. 
Call for a free cheerful estimate. Ask about our lifetime warranty! 'Shop Local'    EST. 1984

See customer testimonials and pictures at www.heritagedecks.com

Heritage Decks Ltd.

Lifetime
Warranty

                  316 Guelph Street, Georgetown   905-873-1818    905-874-3021  3131 HONDAHONDA

georgetownhonda.ca

*On cash purchase. ** With $2397 down on the 2012 Civic DX and $3,648 down on the 2012 CR-V. 
*See dealer for details.

$$27,63027,630**
MSRP STARTING AT

INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI

Selling Car in CanadaSelling Car in Canada
for 14 Years Running!for 14 Years Running!#1#12012 Honda Civic DX2012 Honda Civic DX

Honda Civic - Made in Canada
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BI-WEEKLY FINANCE FOR 84 MONTHS**    

$97 @ 1.99%
$$15001500  
CASHBACKCASHBACK

00.99%.99%*
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$188 @ 1.99%**
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INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI*

2012 Honda2012 Honda
CR-V LXCR-V LX

$$10001000  
CASHBACKCASHBACK

00.99%.99%*
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$288 @ 2.99%**
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 AT

INCLUDES FREIGHT & PDI*

e-mail: hassellsauto@bellnet.ca
www.hassellautomotive.com

$12,700

Warranty

2007 Mazda 3
• Manual/Standard - 4 cylinder

• Certified & E-Tested • AM/FM CD Player + HST

$4,900

Warranty

2003 Hyundai Elantra
• Certified & E-Tested • Auto - 4 cyl.

• Air Conditioning + HST
$6,700

Warranty

2003 Oldsmobile Alero
• Auto - 6 cylinder • Sunroof

• Power Windows/Doors + HST

CALL

fore,” said Bourgeois, who thought it was 
great he had the chance to see the cat.

“He wasn’t threatening at all,” he said. 
The sighting was reported to the Ministry 
of Natural Resources.

The most recent sighting of a cougar 
is the third The Independent & Free Press 
is aware of in Halton Hills in about 15 
months.

On March 28 Georgetown resident Da-
vid Wright had to slam on the brakes in 
his SUV when a big cat, he said was ei-
ther a cougar or puma, ran across Ninth 
Line about a kilometre north of Steeles 
Ave.  Back in February 2011 Tom Prong of 
Georgetown saw a big cat that looked a lot 
like a cougar running across the road in the 
same area on Ninth Line.

The May sighting wasn’t the fi rst time 
employees at Sheridan have seen a cougar 
in the area. They thought they may have 
photographed cougar tracks in April in the 
same fi eld where Bourgeois saw the cougar 
and another employee believes he saw a 
cougar last summer.

However, John Pisapio, wildlife biolo-
gist with the MNR, has seen the photos of 
the paw prints and says they “defi nitely are 
not cougar prints.” He said they are tracks 
of either a dog or coyote.

Pisapio said the MNR has received a 
“number of reports” of cougar sightings 
in Halton Hills in the past year, “mostly 
around Norval.”

“There has been no confi rmation of a 
cougar or hard evidence of a cougar in this 
area,” said Pisapio.  But he added a couple 
of the sightings in the area are convincing, 
and its “entirely possible” there could be a 
cougar.

“When we get a cluster of reports that 
indicates some elevated probability there 
might be a cougar around,” said Pisapio.

Based on what the MNR knows from 
other areas of Ontario where there is evi-
dence confi rming a cougar, Pisapio said it 
“often includes the determination it’s an es-
caped or released animal” which could also 
be the case here.

If the MNR had some of the animal’s 
scat (feces) or hair it could be analyzed to 
determine if it’s of South American origin, 
indicating it’s not a native Eastern cougar.

Pisapio said there have been confi rmed 

sightings of native cougars in Minnesota 
and other mid-western states so it’s also 
possible they could be found in Ontario, 
or there could also be a genetic mixture of 
South American and Eastern cougars in 
the province.

Ontario’s original cougar population 
was thought to have been hunted out of ex-
istence in the late 1800s.

Pisapio said the majority of cases of cou-
gar sightings are actually misidentifi cations 
of deer, coyote, dogs and even house cats.

He said if anyone comes across a cougar 
they should never run because that could 
elicit the animal’s chase response. He said 
the person should stand their ground and 
do whatever they can to let the animal 
know an approach isn’t welcome, then 
back away slowly.

The MNR is investigating for the pres-
ence of cougars in Ontario. Pisapio said 
there is evidence of cougars in northwest 
Ontario and in Manitoba there is a viable 
population— the closest known Canadian 
source of cougars that could migrate to On-
tario.

He said the MNR is interested in hear-
ing from people who believe they’ve seen a 
cougar and “it’s very helpful if the reports 
are as immediate as possible.” 

Anyone who sees a cougar is asked to 
call the MNR at 905-713-7402.

Cougar ‘possible’, says MNR

Chris Bourgeois who works at Sheridan 
Nurseries in Norval is convinced he saw a 
cougar at the farm last month. Paw prints 
(inset) found in the 
same area are not 
those of a cougar ac-
cording to an MNR 
offi cial. 
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