Have faith and carry an umbrella

There’s been a lot of hubbub about the
renovations at Georgetown Hospital, and
several generous individuals and busi-
nesses have stepped forward to open their
cheque books.

I covered the official groundbreaking
Tuesday morning, where the movers and
shakers on the hospital board and founda-
tion saw the kick-off of the project.

As a life-long resident of this town, it
gives me a warm fuzzy feeling to see our
‘little” hospital receiving all this attention,
making it better able to serve the needs of
the town.

Over the years, that same hospital has
taken abuse; some people questioning the
level of care, and others downright bad-
mouthing it.

But to me and members of my family,
there’s always been a tender place in my
heart for that place— the bricks and mor-
tar of the facility, and more importantly,
the wonderful people who work there.

I saw my four daughters born there, my
family and I rushed my dad there, some-
times in the middle of the night, for nu-
merous heart attacks.

My mother was a patient there and the
Bennett Centre during the final days of her
life. T have nothing but praise for all those
who cared for her.

Back in June 12, 1960, the day after my
ninth birthday, the first sod turning cere-
mony took place. Almost a year later, June
27, 1961 Georgetown and District Memo-
rial Hospital opened its doors to accept
patients.

That new hospital boasted 64 beds.

Now, 52 years later, I was seeing a ma-
jor project moving on to the next stage.

So, as I stood there and photographed
the ceremonial groundbreaking, I had a
pretty good feeling.

During his speech, contractor and TV
celebrity Mike Holmes, Honourary Cam-
paign Cabinet Member, announced that,
to date, Georgetown Hospital Foundation
now has $4.5 million committed to the
project.

There is another $2 million needed.

I know it can be a daunting experience
to be a member of a group given the task
of raising funds—seven figure funds— for
any given project.

But I also know we live in one of the
most generous communities in Ontario.

It takes a little faith.

Irecently heard a story about a farming
community out west, where, like us, the
weather had been much too dry.

The farmers asked the local minister to
hold a special service, to pray for rain.

The people turned out in droves, fill-
ing the church to capacity, as the preacher
stood in front of all those hoping for rain.

Looking out over the crowd, he told
them they could pray all they wanted, but
unless they had faith, nothing was going
to happen.

“Who says we don't have faith?” asked
one of the parishioners.

“Well,” said the minister, “you’re all
here to pray for rain— but not one of you
brought along an umbrella.”

So that’s the key— having faith in our
Foundation, and helping them in any way
we can. If you or your company has a
means of making a donation, think of it as
an investment in the future— your future.

Help make our ‘little’ hospital even big-
ger and more able to serve our needs.

Looking around as I left the ceremony
Tuesday morning, I realized that those
who planned the groundbreaking did in-
deed have faith.

In spite of an overcast day and forecasts
of rain— not one of them carried an um-
brella.

Have faith and give generously.
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SAVE up to $2,400 per couple on
2013 Europe and Russia River Cruises

SAVE ON 2013 RIVER CRUISES

Book your 2013 Uniworld Boutique UNIW=RLD.
River Cruise to Europe or Russia NOW B
and Pay in full to SAVE between

$800 per couple to $2,400 per couple

VISTON 2000

GROUPE VOYAGES + TRAVEL GROUP.

Don't miss out -
this offer expires June 30, 2012.

Georgetown

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501
Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm

905-873 2000 Vi IRTU 0\0\11 MBER www.vision2000travel.com

Savings listed is in CAD dollars. Actual savings vary by program and may be less. Pay-in-Full Savings is not combinable with the Early Booking Savings or any
other promotional offers, and requires full payment at time of booking. Subject to availability. Capacity controlled. Other restrictions may apply. Uniworld
reserves the right to withdraw or change offers at any time. Please contact Vision 2000 for complete details on all promotions, general information, and terms
and conditions applicable to all Uniworld trips

RECYCLEYOURELECTRONICS.ca

7 /E-WASITE ' DROP OFF

Computers, laptops, televisions, monitors, hand helds,
stereo components, scanners, fax machines, printers, mice,
keyboards, VCRs, DVD players, video recorders,
cell and home phones, typwriters, copiers.
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36 Armstrong Ave., Georgetown, ON
905-873-8122
Wastewise @wastewise.ca
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Hours of Operation: Mon, Tues, Wed, Fri and Sat 9-5, Thurs 9-8 ‘

HIDE HOUSE

49 Eastern Av.
519-853-1031

Monday -Sunday

It's Worth The Drive To Adton 10am -6pm




