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Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.v i s i on2000 t r ave l . com

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000
$200 savings must be booked 60 days prior to departure. Valid on new bookings only. Offer is applicable to Transat Holidays brochure package product. 

Space is subject to availability at time of booking. Valid on individual bookings only, not applicable to groups. Not applicable on air only, land only, F.I.T. or 

cruise bookings. Valid for bookings made between February 11 – April 30, 2012 for departures April 1 – June 30 2012.

EUROPE EARLY BOOKING BONUS
Save up to $400 per couple!

Save $200
France, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain or Turkey

Save $100 Greece or the 
United Kingdom

Save $50 Belgium, France, 
Germany, Ireland, Italy, Portugal, Spain, Switzerland, The 
Netherlands or Turkey

Georgetown Racquet Club

Summer Tennis
 Have Fun • Get Fit • Make New Friends

We Offer:
Men’s League

Ladies League
Mixed League

Kids’ Camps
Lessons

Programs start soon – Don’t delay!
To find out more cal l  Cherr i  Massey at 905-873-0848

or vis i t  http://www.georgetownracquet.ca/index.html

Come One Come All!!

Stag ‘n DoeStag ‘n Doe
for

Jeff Robinson & Michelle Wan
Saturday April 28th, 2012

Hall behind St. Paul’s Church, Norval
14 Adamson Street South

Doors open at 7 pm - $15 admission
Come celebrate and support this amazing couple with a 
night of drinking, dancing, games, music & tons of FUN!

Raffl e prizes include an IPAD2 & PS3! Door prizes, 
50/50 draws, cheap drinks, great food!

STAG AND DOE
for

Denyse Barr 
& Ray Wozencroft

Saturday June 9, 2012
Ballinafad Community Centre 8 pm

For tickets please call 
Greg 905-876-6365 or
Brian 416-885-7960

Ted
Brown

It was only 186 years ago
It was one of those subliminal things 

that hit me as I was adding a few things 
into my day timer.

I looked at the date— April 26, 2012.
The fi rst thought that occurred to me 

was it was my grandfather’s birthday. If 
he were alive today, he’d be celebrating his 
115th birthday.

Another thought hit me. It’s Brown 
Farm’s birthday!

Yup, the family farm on which I live was 
acquired by the Browns on April 26, 1826— 
186 years ago.

My great-great-great grandfather, Alex-
ander Brown, purchased the farm for his 
eldest son, James Brown, my great-great 
grandfather.

At that time, all the Browns lived in the 
Niagara area, but land was not available, so 
they had to travel to fi nd land.

Having one’s father purchase a farm 
sounds pretty generous for the time, but 
in fact  James had to work mighty hard to 
have this farm. It wasn’t just a simple ‘sign 
the dotted line and take possession of your 
farm Mr. Brown’ situation.

Nope, the transaction involving Alex-
ander and James, as well as a Mr. Jacob 
Cutler, (the fi rst owner of the property, who 
acquired it directly from the Crown, prob-
ably a soldier’s settlement) was a little more 
involved.

Jacob Cutler, a veteran of the War of 
1812, fought with the Niagara Light Dra-
goons, in battles at Queenston and Fort 
Erie during 1812.

Cutler received his soldier’s settlement, 
free land, then put it on the market.  He 
never lived on the farm. Matter of fact, he 
probably never even saw the farm.

In 1826, it wasn’t cleared. It was covered 
in a stand of virgin timber which would 
later be used to build the house, the barns 
and perhaps even buildings in Limehouse, 
a short distance up the road.

By the time Alexander Brown purchased 
the farm, Cutler didn’t live in the Niagara 
area any longer either.

By 1826, Mr. Jacob Cutler, Esq., was liv-
ing in a place called Madison, in the state 
of  Kentucky.

And the young James Brown had to 
travel to that place to acquire the deed to 
the farm— the same original deed I have at 
home today.

James also carried a letter of introduc-
tion from his father Alexander, explaining 
his son (James) was acting on his behalf.

James was born in 1799— he was 27 
years old, traveling to Kentucky to sign and 
complete a deal on a piece of property he’d 
probably never even laid eyes on.

He retuned to take possession of his 
newly-acquired farm, clear some land, 
build a cabin and make the farm what is to-
day. In 1830, he married Mary Ann Hainer, 
and in the mid-1830s, he built the house in 
which I now live today. 

During the 1840s, he built the fi rst of the 
two barns still standing there today.

He raised six sons and two daughters in 
that three bedroom farmhouse, and served 
on the local school board for many years.

Now, 186 years later, I marvel at some 
coincidences of the farm’s history.

While my grandfather was born 71 years 
to the day after the farm purchase was 
signed, sealed and delivered, the year 1826 
holds signifi cance too— 100 years later, my 
dad was born in September, 1926.

So today we say Happy Birthday Brown 
Farm, a birthday that might have slipped 
by me this year, if I hadn’t looked at the cal-
endar.

Tonight, The Sidekick and I will sit back, 
and refl ect upon the history that envelops 
us.

We may even tip a glass in celebration 
of that 186 years of blood, sweat, tears, and 
the dreams of those who went before me.

Those same dreams that still inspire me 
today. 


