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OPINION
Three times this month a child has been 

involved in a collision with a vehicle in Ac-
ton.

One young girl was seriously injured 
when she ran out onto the road between 
parked cars, another Acton girl was 
knocked down, but not injured, when 
crossing the road, and the third, a boy rid-
ing his bike on the sidewalk, ran into the 
side of car.

As a result Halton Police sent a police 
constable to McKenzie-Smith Bennett 
School yesterday to review the rules of the 
road with the students.

It’s something that all parents should do 
with their children.

For generations, Elmer the Safety Ele-
phant from the Canada Safety Council, has 
been offering his Traffi c Safety Rules:

1. Look all ways before you cross the 
street. Cars drive very fast and you must 
be very sure it is safe, before crossing.

2. Keep away from parked cars. People 
driving cars can’t see people in between oth-
er cars. They expect people to be at corners.

3. Ride your bike safely. Obey signs and 
signals. Use proper signals to turn and 
stop. Cyclists must obey all Highway Traf-
fi c Act traffi c laws including stop/traffi c 
signs, traffi c lights, right of way etc.

4. Play in a safe place away from the 
street. Streets are for cars. Parks are for 
playing. You can also play safe in your yard 
with mom or dad.

5. Walk when you cross the street. It is 
easier for the drivers of the vehicles to see 
you. It is also safer so that you don’t fall 
down.

 6.Where there is no sidewalk, walk on 
the left, facing traffi c. Of course, it is al-
ways best to use a sidewalk.   

Additional motorist and cyclist safety 
tips are available online at www.haltonpo-
lice.ca
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Halton Regional Council has directed its 
staff to prepare for climate change, which 
could mean more heatwaves in the future. 

What are you doing to prepare?
1. Becoming more focused on the
 environment and energy conservation
 (46%)
2. Buying an air conditioner (8%)
3. Nothing (46%)
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Vote against budget 
is a vote against
Hospital expansion
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Dear editor,
I read with interest Ted Arnott’s 

column (April 10, MPP can’t sup-
port budget) where he explained 
his reasons for not supporting the 
Provincial Budget.

Arnott states that the budget 
contains no effective jobs plan. 
Obviously, he is unaware what has 
been going on in the Legislature. 
The McGuinty government has 
been addressing job creation using 
detailed legislation specifi cally fo-
cused on that objective. As a result, 
Ontario has the highest rate of new 
job creation in Canada and has 
been internationally recognized for 
that achievement.

Mr. Arnott has voted against all 
job creation bills such as the recent 
South West Ontario Development 
Fund bill, as well as the highly suc-
cessful Eastern Ontario Develop-
ment Fund.

Mr. Arnott also states that spend-
ing is continuing to rise and that 
the budget maintains a defi cit. He 
fails to acknowledge the long-term 
fi nancial plan to eliminate the 
defi cit by 2017/18, exactly the same 

plan the Conservatives put forward 
during the last election. 

The most important factor for 
Halton Hills is that the proposed 
budget retains the funding to ex-
pand the Georgetown Hospital, a 
project that this town desperately 
needs, and one that Mr. Arnott says 
he supports. A vote against the 
budget is a vote against the George-
town Hospital expansion.

If Mr. Arnott truly represents this 
community, he would support the 
budget.

Moya Johnson
Georgetown

Editor’s Note: Johnson was the 
Liberal candidate in the last provin-
cial election.

Public not consulted
before Ministry
changed ROPA 38

Dear editor,
Re: Town among many to chal-

lenge Province on ROPA 38 (Tues-
day, April 3).

I have been a rural resident of 
Halton  Hills for over 40 years and 
have seen proposals or projects in 
my neighbourhood area for gravel 
pits, electrical transmission lines, 

ill-prepared subdivision plans, im-
porting of fi ll, application of sludge 
or biosolids, major rezoning and 
six lane highways. Full knowledge 
and disclosure has been necessary 
to deal with, and in some cases, 
accept these disturbances and the 
opportunity to participate in the 
decision-making has been helpful 
for both peace of mind or a resolu-
tion of the problem at hand. 

I must now ask what are the 
changes to the Regional Offi cial 
Plan (ROPA 38) made by the Min-
ister of Municipal Affairs? These 
changes are not accessible elec-
tronically at municipal, regional or 
provincial level. No effective notice 
has been provided to the public 
to participate or to be informed 
although the municipalities, devel-
opers and special interest organiza-
tions have had suffi cient notice to 
fi le appeals within the twenty day 
limit which expired December last. 

 It appears that knowledgeable 
scrutiny by or participation of the 
general public is not welcome in 
this process.  The affected rural 
homeowners of Halton Hills are 
expected to wait patiently to be 
advised of the done deal when it is 
done. 

Andrew Stabins,
Norval


