Battery electric and plug-in hybrid
electric vehicles are becoming increas-
ingly popular with consumers and the
auto industry.

Consumers want to go green
while the auto industry is under

more pressure than ever to lever-

age technology to reduce green-
house gas emissions through the
vehicles they produce.

Here’s some basic information

electric and plug-in hybrid electric vehicles need to be
plugged in to charge their on-board batteries.

e Battery electric vehicles are 100 percent electric and
use an electric propulsion system for all phases of driving.
All their power comes from a zero-emission electric motor,
powered by electricity from large re-chargeable battery
packs inside the vehicle. The vehicles must be plugged in
while not in use to charge these battery packs.

e Plug-in hybrid electric vehicles use both an electric
motor and an internal combustion engine. The electric
motor is similar to that of the battery electric vehicles

tery because the internal combustion engine kicks in
before this happens.

Electric drive vehicles are substantially more effi-
cient than their combustion engine counterparts. The
energy conversion efficiency from on-board storage to
turning the wheels is nearly five times greater for elec-
tricity compared to gasoline, at about 76 percent and
16 percent respectively.

More information about electric vehicles is avail-
able on the Natural Resources Canada website at www.
nrcan.ge.ca.
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Civic does it right

Continued from pg. 3

Below the i-MID, my tester also included the
standard-equipped, voice-activated navigation
system, which can provide turn-by-turn direc-
tions in the i-Mid screen above.

Overall, the interior includes an abundance of
hard plastics— mostly black. T would have liked
to see more soft-touch materials and a nicer mix
of tones and textures.

But the Civic gets it right in other areas, like
comfortable seating with ample head and leg
room both front and back. Rear 60/40 seats flop
forward to increase the trunk’s 344 litre capac-
ity.
MSRP for the Si is $25,990. Although that’s
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Y

0f $28,379 [includes delivery and

-

S/ 90DAYS

ON SELECT MODELS

K
=
£
s
2
3
>
=
=
3
b4
=
g
=
S

FORUPTO MONTHS
0% 60
FINANCING APR**

Own it from $413 per month for 60 months with a $2,600 down
payment. Offer includes delivery, destination and fees of $1,784 and
$1,000 loan savings: BASED ON A PURCHASE PRICE OF $28,379.
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(0AC) (2011/2012 Sportage/Sorento/Sedona/Borrego excluded). Nointerest

ased on monthly payments of $214/$183 [includes delivery and destination fees of §1,455, $34 OMVIC fee, Environmental Fee, A/C tax ($100, where applicable), $350 lease service feeand a

ind testing methods. Refer to the Government of (anada’s EnerGuide Fuef Consumption Guide. Your actual fuel consumption
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SORENTOLX | CRAV FWD LX | Escape 2L XLT a huge premium over the base Civic ($14,990),
- ATFWD (4-CYL) | 2WD (4-CYL) | FWD (4-CYL)
Horsepower (hp) o o5 - you do get a lot for the extra $11K.
Torae dbott) - o - In addition to all of the power and perfor-
Towing Capacity 0bo P 2o s mance mods mentioned earlier, the Si includes
verall meerior votema o | 208 2049 Py 17-inch alloys, rear spoiler, power moonroof, air
Sorento | 177 Aoy wheehs 7 " X conditioning, Bluetooth and a seven-speaker,
X SX shown 360-watt AM/FM/CD audio system with eight-
HWY: 6.2L/100KM . o,
CITY: 9.5L/100KM inch subwoofer, speed-sensitive volume and
S steering wheel controls.
LEASEIT * PER MONTH AT . . oy .
FROM $21 FORUPTO 1 94 Sure, it has stiff competition in other sporty
48 MONTHS o e

compacts like Mazdaspeed3, Lancer Ralliart and
the three- and five-door Golf GTI, but all come in

$1,820 down payment. Offer includes delivery, destination
and fees of $1,839 and $750 lease savings.
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ToP Fomtro | PTE | o mas around $30K. P'erhaps a more fair comparison
SAFETY LXM/T M/T would be the Nissan Sentra SE-R Spec V (200
PiCkamr [ Horsepove ) = e e hp, 180 Ib/ft). Without doing a detailed analysis,
,Timu:ib;)sp o - = = the Honda provides a few extras like nav, moon-
Honted Sidovicw Mirors 7 % % roof and limited-slip differential, which are ex-
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ransmission As for exterior styling— I'm good with it. The
xoore | e hee! Audio v X X Civic’s steeply raked windshield, front spoiler

" HWY: 5.7L/100KM
CITY: 8.1L/100KM

and more aggressive grille complement the vehi-
cle’s wedge profile. Some complain that it lacks
verve, but I'm good with Honda’s small, incre-
mental styling changes rather than going full-
bore into the unknown.

g for full details. “Highway/city fuel consumption of these vehicles may vary. These estimates are based on Transport Canada’s approved criter

will vary. For more information on our 5-year warranty coverage, visit kia.ca or call us at 1-877-542-2886. Reproduction of the contents of this material without the expressed written approval of Kia Canada Inc. is prohibited. All information is believed to be accurate, based on information available at the time of printing. Information sourced from independent third-party research. Kia is a trademark of Kia Motors Corporation.
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$1,500 down payment. Offer includes delivery, destination
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fied customers who take delivery by April 30, 2012. Dealers may sell or lease for less. Some conditions apply. Offers are subject to change without notice. See dealer for complete details. Vehicle images shown may include optional accessories and upgrades available at extra cost. All offers exclude licensing, registration, insurance, other

ime of purchase. Other lease and financing options also available. **0% purchase financing is available on select 2012 Kia models on approved credit (OAC). Terms vary by model and trim, see dealer for complete details. Representative financing example based on 2012 Sorento (SR75BC) with a selling

$100, where applicable)] financed at 0% APR for 60 months. Monthly payments equal $413 with a down payment/equivalent trade of $2,600. Cost of borrowing is $0 for a total obligation of $28,379. License, insurance, applicable taxes, variable dealer administration fees (up to $699), PPSA, and regis|

ice before taxes. Retailer may sell for less. See dealer for full details. *“Don’t Pay for 90 Days™ on select models (90-day payment deferral) applies to purchase financing offers on select 2011 and 2012 models on approved credit

he principal interest monthly over the term of the contract. Lease offer available on approved credit (OAC) on 2012 Forte (FO540()/2012 Rio5 (R0551C)
f$750/$500] for 48 months at 1.9% with a $1,820/$1,500 down payment /equivalent trade, PPSA, security deposit and first monthly payment due at lease inception. Total lease obligation s $12,083/$10,275 with the option to purchase at the end of the term for $6,349/$6,249. Lease has 16,000 km/year allowance (other packages available and $0.12/km for excess kilometres). Other taxes, registration,

insurance, licensing and variable dealer administration fees (up to $699) are excluded. ‘Loan savings for 2012 Kia Sorento LX AT (SR75BC) is $1,000 and is available on purchase financing only on approved credit (OAC). Loan savings vary by model and trim and are deducted from the negotiated selling price before taxes. “Compare against maximum cargo capacity when 2nd row seats are folded. 2012 Kia Sorento LX AT vs 2012

“BEST SMALL CAR” 20 oet of S 79 070 SO0 Peose soee. g Although Civic is Honda'’s sales leader, the Si
N (under $21000) A K | 2012 Toveta | 2002 Fard £Z only makes up 4.5 per cent of Civic sales, mak-
‘ M"To":ga"g Horsepower (hp) = 06 20 £z ing it a bit of a niche vehicle. But it does repre-
Torque (Ib-ft) 123 103 2 £8 sent what the company claims is at the heart of
Fuel Economy - HWY 4.9L/100km | 52L/100km | 5.L/100km %; its engineering.
Power Windows Ve X X E Over the years, Honda has pumped its racing
Steering Wheel Audio Vg % % % h.eritage and the fun-to-drive charac.ter. of.its ve-
o o5 | eated Seview s 7 %% X g hicles, and more than any other car in its llqeup,
W v 4 oL00KM shown £Z except perhaps the Accord HFP (my next review),
CITY: 6.6L/100KM 55282 £z the Si embodies these qualities in spades.
;::.-20t  Honda Civic Sedan Si 2012
(at a glance)
Seccssss BODY STYLE: Compact sedan
Visit kia.ca to EEEEIELs DRIVE METHOD: front-engine, front wheel
learn more. E285RE=S A .
a 8228258 drive, six-speed manual only
a WE’VE GOT YOU COVERED KIA MEMBER REWARDS E E §§§§§ s ENGINE: 2.4-litre, 16-valve, DOHC, i-VTEC
b *5-year/100,000 km worry-free Efasrcnogc;ltr;tsltt’s\'/:vg;dé;LrJ]tduirte’S Efés?%é 5 four-cylinder (201 hp and 170 1b/ft Qf torque)
comprehensive warranty incredibly rewarding. r %E?‘s;&% g 'FUEL ECONOMY: 10.0/6.4/8.4 litres/100 km
E 8255825 ¢ (city/hwy/combined)
SESESE22F CARGO: 344 litres
Like us °nn to learn more. Kia’s new Customer Friendly Pricing includes delivery and destination fees and all mandatory government levies. é éé %g é PRICE: $25,990
facebook.com/kiacanada Prices do not include dealer administration fees ($399 to $699), licensing, PPSA or applicable taxes. E %% % % % WEBSITE: www.honda.ca




