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There is lots to do for Earth Week.
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Keep stocking —
5,000 lbs of food to shelve i

- w

Carel VanderSluis, 12, and Luke Vuyk, 13, of the Acton Ca- of food was collected on Saturday, April 14th by the Acton
dets assist 11-year-old Ruth Vuyk of the Acton Gems Club  Scouts, Guides, Gems and Calvinist Cadets. See story on
in filling the shelves at Acton Foodshare. Almost 5,000 Ibs  pg. 8. Photo by Ray Lavender
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Are you ready for

a BRARATE?

Halton Region is preparing
for climate change

By CHRISTINA COMMISSO
Metroland Media Group

By the end of the century, Halton’s summers
will resemble the mild, humid, costal climate
of Virginia today and the winters will be like
those in south-central New York.

A report presented to regional councillors
last Tuesday shows the region, like the rest of
the province, will experience increasing an-
nual temperatures and heatwave durations as
the 21st century progresses, which will lead to
more precipitation, a longer growing season
and a decline in the number of frost days.

But it’s not all good, Halton’s health and so-
cial service committee heard.

“Climate change isn’t expected to create
new health problems, but it changes existing
ones,” said Peter Steer, a regional environmen-
tal analyst.

He said a warmer Ontario climate will see
the spread of Lyme disease caused by the black-
legged tick. Steer said within the next century
the tick will be able to survive as far north as
Sudbury while in the past it has been contained
to the shores of Lake Erie and Lake Ontario.

Industrialized countries are better equipped
to address the impact of climate change, “how-
ever, they can be overwhelmed,” said Steer.

Pointing to the European heatwaves of
2003 where estimates vary between 30,00 and
70,000 premature deaths due to the extreme
heat, and the Russian heatwave of 2010 where

See STAFF, pg. 7
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