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A pair of seminars dealing with health 
issues are set for April 19
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The Rotary Club of Acton announced Wednesday that local volunteer 
Julie Conroy has been named the service club’s 2012 Citizen of the 
Year. Conroy is involved with a number of local groups and writes a 
regular column for the Acton Seniors Centre that can be found in this 
newspaper.                                                  Photo by Eamonn Maher

Julie Conroy named Acton Citizen of Year

Community volunteer Julie 
Conroy was “overwhelmed” 
and “surprised” when she 
heard she had been named 
the Rotary Club of Acton’s 
2012 Citizen of the Year.

She thought Rotary Club 
member Bob MacKinnon, 
owner of MacKinnon Family 
Funeral Home, was calling 
to tell her about an upcom-
ing funeral lunch she and the 
other Legion Ladies Auxiliary 
would be catering at the Le-
gion, but instead he shared 
the good news.

Her initial reaction was 
that maybe she shouldn’t ac-
cept, but she changed her 
mind thinking it might “in-
spire someone else to get out 
there and help other people.”

Conroy who likes to be 
busy, and jokes she doesn’t 
have time to get sick, is in-
volved with several groups in 
town including the Parish of 
St. Joseph’s Patron of Canada 
Church, the Catholic Wom-
en’s League, the Royal Cana-
dian Legion Branch 197 and 
the Legion Ladies Auxiliary. 
She’s also very involved with 
Acton Seniors’ Centre— serv-
ing on the board, organizing 
events and trips and writing 
the Seniors’ Centre’s column 
for the local newspapers.

MacKinnon said being 
named the Rotary Club of 
Acton’s Citizen of the Year 
is “well-deserved” for Con-
roy who has been nominated 
for numerous years. She was 
selected by three former Citi-
zens of the Year from a list of 
worthy candidates.

Conroy initially became 
more involved as a volunteer 
in Acton to fi ll a void after her 
husband Kevin died in 2002.

At that time she took over 
his commitments as the Poppy 
Drive co-ordinator for Lakev-
iew subdivision and planting 
geraniums on Acton veteran’s 
graves on Decoration Day— 
two volunteer tasks she con-
tinues to do today.

At the Acton Seniors Cen-
tre Conroy serves as Public 
Relations Chair.

“I help serve dinners and 
have done publicity for the 
papers for eight years,” said 
Conroy. She also takes photo-
graphs of events at the Centre 
used in the newspapers.

“I’m here quite a lot,” she 
said.

At the Centre, Conroy start-
ed a group called “Girls on 
the Go” for women who don’t 
have partners to do things 
with. She arranges day-trips 
to places like St. Lawrence 
Market, Mohawk Casino, etc. 

By LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer

Outlet mall to 
break ground 
this month 

Construction is set to begin 
later this month on the out-
let mall at Trafalgar Rd. and 
Hwy. 401.

Groundbreaking will be 
Wednesday, April 25 for the 
fi rst phase of the planned 
500,000 sq. ft. centre called 
Toronto Premium Outlets.

The mall is to house more 
than 100 quality outlet stores 
and is expected to be the entry 
point for selected upscale U.S. 
retailers and designer brands.

The mall is a 50/50 joint 
venture between Canadian-
based Calloway REIT and The 
Simon Property Group, own-
er and operator of the popu-
lar factory Premium Outlets 
in the U.S.

At this point there are no 
retailer announcements; those 
are expected to come closer to 
the centre’s opening.

The new outlet centre is 
expected to create more than 
500 full and part-time jobs 
plus hundreds of local con-
struction jobs over the next 
16 months. 

By LISA TALLYN
Staff Writer
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Spring Paint Sale
REFINANCING?
PURCHASING?

                        BOB WOODS, Broker 

(905) 877-1490
360 Guelph St., Georgetown

10 YR. FIXED CALL FOR DETAILS.
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Gabrielle Fischer-Horvath to lead
 workshop Sunday at Williams Mill
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