Beer at the

On the front page of the March 20 is-
sue of this newspaper, we ran a photo of
Georgetown Bread Basket Food Bank chair
Terri Mosher at the food bank, with near-
empty shelves in the background.

The story told how the Bread Basket is in
desperate need of donations.

After the paper hit the street, we received
some comments. The first was from Mosh-
er herself, thanking us for the front page
prominence, and bringing the needs of the
food bank to the public.

Another reader emailed managing editor
John McGhie, saying, “Too bad no one pho-
toshopped the picture on the front of the pa-
per.... look what'’s on the bottom shelves....”

She was referring to some beer cases in
the photo— beer cases donated to the food
bank by The Beer Store, to be used for stor-
ing food donations.

McGhie explained to the reader we do
not ‘photoshop’ photos— altering the image
would be an ethical issue. She accused him
of being ‘defensive,” and said she meant we
should have ‘cropped it differently’.

We then received a scathing email from
areader who wrote: “Having been in the ad-
vertising and promotional field for over 20
years, I was absolutely stunned by the lack
of judgement (sic) exercised in this photo.”

She suggested “the photographer and
anyone else involved in this pic just left
their brain at home on vacation..” She said
the photo could give the impression the
food bank is giving out beer, and called it “a
very donation limiting concept.”

She added the boxes should have been
“covered or moved from the photo” and af-
ter seeing the beer cases, she would now be
‘hesitant’ to make any donations.

Being the the photographer— I can say
my brain was not ‘on vacation’.

Beer cases are the mainstay storage item
of every food bank— they are sturdy, stack-
able and the perfect size.

This reader, with her 20 plus years in the

food bank?

promotional field, was ‘stunned’ seeing beer
cases at the food bank? Puh-leeze.

I've been a news photographer for 30
years and McGhie has been an editor almost
as long. We both know what is— and isn't—
appropriate in a community newspaper.

Later that same week, we received a cou-
ple more emails— this time more question-
ing, not insulting. The authors all asked,
somewhat incredulously, if the food bank
was distributing beer after they noticed the
boxes in the photo.

McGhie and I had a discussion. Perhaps
some folks out there did get the wrong idea.
But at the same time, just think about it for
a moment— would the Provincial govern-
ment, with its strict beer and liquor licence
laws, allow food banks to indiscriminately
hand out beer with a package of pasta?

Not in a million years.

McGhie and I still stand behind the pho-
to. Should I have removed every beer case
in sight to alleviate the possibility of offend-
ing a sensitive reader? Not likely.

But it’s obvious some readers don't know
the inner workings of a food bank. Maybe
it’s time to go that extra step, and drop by
the food bank with your donations to see
first-hand, what all those faithful volunteers
are doing, stacking beer cases filled with
food, up to the ceiling, in preparation of
distributing them to needy families.

And if you do visit, I'll guarantee one
thing— you won't find any beer— just hun-
dreds of beer boxes, packed with food for
the needy.
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m GEORGETOWN CHRISTIAN REFORMED CHURCH

welcomes you!

Lead Pastor: Rev. GaryvanLeeuwen Youth Pastor: Brian DeBoer
Sunday Worship Services: 10:00 am & 6:00 pm
11611 Trafalgar Road (north of Maple Avenue)

905-877-4322

www.gcrc.on.ca
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Today’s World.
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KNOX
PRESBYTERIAN
God'’s Word for

www.knoxgeorgetown.ca

SUNDAY WORSHIP SERVICES: 11:00 A.M.

Interim-Moderator - Rev. Sean Foster
116 Main St. S., Georgetown, ON
905-877-7585
Chair-lift access available.
'Sunday's Cool' youth ministry program for ages 4 & up.
Service Dial-in: 905-702-1629

Beat the
temptation.
CALLTHE
CANADIAN
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SUNDAY SERVICES

* Lord’s Supper 10 A.M. * Ministry Meeting 11:00 A.M.
+ Fellowship Lunch 12:00 PM. « Ministry Meeting 1:00 PM.
Meeting In: Georgetown Seniors Centre

Address: 318 Guelph Street

Phone: 905-873-1005 Website: www.haltonhillsbiblechapel.com

CANCER SOCIETY’S
TOLL-FREE

SMOKERS'
HELPLINE

16775135333

A Non-Denominational Ministry

Halton Community Church Acton

SUNDAYS at 11 am

At the Acton Town Hall Side Entrance 2nd Floor, 19 Willow St. N Acton
All are welcome Call 905-873-0586 / 647-618-2714 / www.haltonworship.com

When Describing Europe & The Mediterranean,
"Wow" Pretty Much Sums it Up - Experience this
"Wow" with Royal Caribbean

EUROPE BONUS OFFER‘

Book any Europe Cruise or Cruise tour and
INTERNATIONAL

receive up to $100 per stateroom Onboard Credit
Sail between April | - December 31, 2012 -4

VIS‘PON 2000“

GROUPE VOYAGES + TRAVEL GROUP

Book an Outside stateroom

- receive $50 per stateroom Onboard Credit
Book a Balcony or Suite stateroom

- receive $100 per stateroom Onboard Credit

Book now! Offer expires March 31, 2012

Georgetown

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501
Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm

905-873-2000 \II\H u\u\I \H ER www.vision2000travel.com

Offers valid for new bookings created between January | and March 31, 2012 on any Royal Caribbean Europe cruise or Cruisetour departing between April
| — December 31, 2012. Amenities received will be determined by stateroom category booked. Onboard Credit offer CAN be combined with: Senior rates,
Resident rates, Military rates, Police and Fire rates, and YNOT price codes
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Math
French

Pre-X o Grade 12
Grammar

Some kids really
do love school

Call now and ask about our
Summer Programs!

Writing
Homework

Reading
Study Skills

Call today or visit oxfordlearning.com

4 L, 324 Guolph Sweet. Unt 7,

$O5.077 2163
LEARNING ; georgetowndaatoraiearing com

HIDE HOUSE

THIS WEEKEND ONLY

We’ve set up a huge tent just outside the doors of our main
building for our Biggest Clearance Event, EVER!

: Save thousands of dollars on Leather Sofas, Sectionals, Recliners, Case Goods.

PLUS We’re clearing hundreds of Leather, Suede & Shearling Jackets
and hundreds of Leather Pants & Accessories

EVERYTHING
PRICED TO SELL.!

ACTON, ON 49 Eastern Ave 1-877-453-2843

MONDAY - SUNDAY 10-6 WWW.HIDEHOUSE.CA



