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Doing as much (or as little) as you choose in Europe.

11-Night Eastern Mediterranean Cruise
onboard Celebrity EquinoxSM

September 3, 2012
Rome (Civitavecchia), Italy Roundtrip
Inside Cabin Category 11 starting from $1,629CAD*†

Take advantage of our direct flights Toronto to Rome (round trip)
departing Aug. 30 and returning Sept. 14 for just $1816 CAD*† per
person. Price includes a 3 night pre-cruise hotel stay at Hotel Delle
Nazioni Rome and all applicable transfers.

† CELEBRITY CRUISES RESERVES THE RIGHT TO IMPOSE A FUEL SUPPLEMENT OF UP TO $10USD PER GUEST PER DAY ON ALL GUESTS IF THE PRICE OFWEST
TEXAS INTERMEDIATE FUEL EXCEEDS $65.00 PER BARREL.
* Prices are in Canadian dollars, cruise-only, per person, based on double occupancy, on select sailings, and subject to availability. Itinerary and prices subject to
change without notice. Government taxes and fees are additional. Onboard credit offer is valid on select sailings and is quoted in US dollars.
Onboard Credit is not redeemable for cash and any unused amounts will expire at 10 pm on the last night of the cruise. Offer is not combinable
with any other promotions. Certain restrictions apply. Modern Luxury is a trademark of Celebrity Cruises Inc. ©2012 Celebrity Cruises Inc. Ships’
registry: Malta & Ecuador. 12028117 • 3/2012 ®Aeroplan is a registered trademark of Aeroplan Canada Inc.

Book by April 15, 2012 and receive 1,000 Bonus Aeroplan Miles
per stateroom.

For reservations or information, please contact:
Expedia CruiseShipCenters - Milton / Georgetown
(905) 864.8999
Email: milton@cruiseshipcenters.com

Receive
up to $75USD
onboard
credit*

Call now and ask about our
Summer Programs!

Call today or visit oxfordlearning.com
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Festival
EntryCentury Theatre Guild presents 

 By

Bernard Slade
Directed by

Dale Jones

Mar. 23 - Apr. 1
Fridays & Saturdays 8:00 pm

Sundays 2:30 pm $18 inclusive

Dinner at the theatre  Friday March 23.  6:15pm  
$28 including tax and gratuities.  Must be prebooked. 
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BEST BUY

CANADIAN TIRE 

COUNTRY 
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CURRYS ART 
STORE

DR. GREEN

FOOD BASICS *

FUTURE SHOP

GIANT AUCTION*

GOLF TOWN
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DRUGS

GUILDCRAFT 
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HARDWARE 

HOME
OUTFITTERS

INSTALOAN
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LIVING ART
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MISS MAYTAG

NO FRILLS 

PAYLESS SHOES

PHARMA PLUS

RCSS *

SEARS 

SHOPPERS 
DRUG

SOBEYS*

TOYS R US

WALMART

For Flyer Information, contact
Nancy Geissler,

905-873-0301, Ext 228

* full distribution

I’ve come to realize that we should all 
count our blessings, each and every day.

Case in point— I had great plans for a 
productive day last Saturday. I planned to 
fi re up the skid steer loader and clean out 
a couple of the large sheep pens. When I 
clean pens, I move the manure out the back 
door with the loader, piling it on the paved 
yard. Once I get a pile outside, I move it 
into a storage pile with the tractor loader.

That was Saturday’s plan— until late 
Friday afternoon. 

When I got home from work, I took the 
tire chains off the loader tractor (okay, a 
bold move in mid-March). I then used the 
tractor to grade the potholes in the lane.

I stopped to talk to my neighbour and 
her little girl, who were out for a walk. We 
chatted a bit, then I put the tractor in re-
verse to back up to the barn.

Suddenly there was a pop sound and 
the tractor started to lean over.

I could see a stream of liquid fl owing 
out of the side of the tractor tire— I knew 
exactly what it was.

It was calcium— the tire had blown off 
the valve stem and the liquid calcium in 
the loaded tire was squirting out several 
feet. I quickly backed it up further, stop-
ping it with the valve opening at the top of 
the tire and got off the tractor to survey the 
damage. My neighbour and her daughter 
were still standing there.

I explained what happened, and after 
we spoke for a bit, a chill ran up my spine. 
I realized that if that tire valve had blown 
20 seconds earlier, that stream of calcium 
could have sprayed all over them.

I shuddered at the thought.
It then occurred to me that if that valve 

had blown off in the shed, where the trac-
tor is stored, it could have sprayed calcium 
over the other tractors, or the L’il Red Rock-
et. (Calcium eats paint like it’s a delicacy.)

I had taken the tire chains off 15 min-
utes before it happened. If they were still 
on the tractor, it would have been a job 
from hell to remove and repair the tube 
and tire.

And the place where the tractor stopped 
was not only on the driveway, where the 
calcium wouldn’t ruin the lawn, but it was 
also within distance of the garden hose, so 
my tire guy could top up the calcium after 
repairing the tube.

And as it turned out, by parking the trac-
tor where it was, and placing blocks under 
it to take the weight off the fl at tire, I was 
able to save most of the calcium.

Every scenario I thought of, I realized 
how lucky I was that the valve had explod-
ed precisely where it did.

I’ve come to realize that at the moment 
something annoying or stressful happens 
in my life, I can usually fi nd a reason to 
thank the good Lord that it happened 
when it did, instead of earlier, or later.

It’s called counting your blessings.
Oh sure, the tractor required a visit from 

Stan, my mobile tire guy. 
And to be proactive, I decided to replace 

both tubes on the tractor— if one blew out, 
the other probably wasn’t too far behind.

And naturally, it all costs money.
But I can still look on the bright side, 

and in doing so, count my blessings.
We have them around us every day— it’s 

just a matter of looking for ‘em.

Ya gotta count your blessings

Ted
Brown


