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How far do you think the Raiders will advance 
in the playoffs for the league championship?

 1. First round (31%)
 2. Second round (14%)
 3. Third round (9%)
 4. Fourth round (46%)
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Grieving family thanks community for its support

Letters must include an address 
and daytime phone number.

Anonymous letters will not be 
published. Letters should not exceed 
150 words and may be edited for 
content and/or length. 

Publication is not guaranteed.

Email:
 jmcghie@theifp.ca

Mail or drop off: 
Independent & Free Press,  280 Guelph 

St., Unit 29, Georgetown, ON., L7G 4B1.

A thank you from  the family of 
Catharine  (Cathy) Turner

How do I begin to say thank you 
to all of our friends and relatives 
who helped us through the shock 
of the sudden death of my beloved 
Cathy ( or as I caller her, Kate)— not 
only my loving and devoted wife, 
but my soulmate, my rock,  my busi-
ness partner and mother to our four 
beautiful  children,  James, Emily, 
Nathan and Tristan. 

I truly consider myself the lucki-
est guy in the world that she chose 
me as her husband and lifemate. 
Cathy was the daughter of Shirley  
Lyons, sister to Bob, Ken and Bruce,  
daughter-in-law of Louise and Tom 
James. 

 Cathy was struck down with a 
streptococcus infection that caused 
toxic shock syndrome and she died 
of multi organ failure related to the 
shock and septicemia (NOT Necro-
tizing Fasciitis or what is referred to 
as Flesh Eating Disease).

 We all ask WHY? 
Why has this happened to some-

one so young? 
Cathy was a spirited strong-

willed and generous woman who 
attracted a large following of her de-

voted friends. She was pure in heart, 
strong in character and totally un-
selfi sh in all her deeds with an ever 
present smile. Cathy had a creative 
talent for everything she touched. 
She impressed us all with her intelli-
gence and professionalism and will-
ingness to help others.  

She was so loved by our children 
and our children were her pride and 
joy.  We all weep that one so loving  
should  have such a brief life.  Again, 
thank you to all who have shared our 
grief in the past few days. 

I wish to thank the following for 
their support: 

• our great and loving friends on 
Regan Cres., 

• Debby Dunn, principal of George 
Kennedy, Paul Vanderhelm, prin-
cipal of Centennial Middle School 
who fl ew the fl ag at half-mast in re-
spect and Nick Varricchio, principal 
of GDHS

• the GBA and coach Jim Miil, 
and all the kids and their parents 
that played with James now and over 
the years and coach Dave Henderson 
and the players that put “CT” on their 
sweaters for fi rst game James played 
and GMHA and all coaches and par-
ents and Sensei Tony Rampulla and 

family. 
• our loyal customers at the stores
•  the McKeown family and Rich 

for fi nding the strength to get up and 
speak. 

•  Wendy Farrow and BIA and our 
fellow local business owners around 
town. Mayor Rick Bonnette for at-
tending both services. Deb Corrado  
and Tracy Gould and our staff at both 
stores. 

• My friend and mentor Rev. Peter 
Barrow and Rev. Canon Rob Park for 
their comforting words.  The  women 
of  St. George’s Church  for the lun-
cheon they prepared for the reception 
after the service. To Jean Lorriman 
and Carol O’Leary for their beautiful 
comforting duet. Also many thanks 
Toby and his staff at Jones Funeral 
Home. 

And last, but not least, Paul and 
Debbie Zeni who were with me at all 
times in the last days and hours and 
never stopped fi ghting in trying to 
help Cathy and were there for me. 

Don, James, Emily, Nathan, 
Tristan Turner

Georgetown
Editor’s Note: Look in the Classi-

fi ed section, pg. 23, for a poem that 
Cathy wrote to her father.

The riding of Wellington-Halton Hills is on 
the list released by Liberals and New Demo-
crats claiming that residents received mis-
leading or harassing phone calls during the 
2011 election.

It seems riding residents became involved 
in the scandal due to their home proximity to 
neighbouring ridings where political battles 
were fi erce. That certainly was not the case 
here— Wellington-Halton Hills has been sol-
idly Conservative for many years, capably led 
by a principled Michael Chong.

It’s unlikely that any  member of the various 
political parties in this riding would counte-
nance these ‘dirty tricks’— locally or nationally.

Elections Canada is investigating, but wheth-
er these dirty tricks were deliberate or were 
simply the result of a poorly-managed compa-
ny offering poorly-managed instructions to its 
employees, the point is nothing like this should 
ever— not even a hint— happen again.

The ultimate responsibility is on the shoul-
ders of informed voters to ensure it doesn’t.

The United Way of Halton Hills is on its fi -
nal push to reach its 2011 campaign goal this 
year, $340,000. But to date it’s fallen short— 
shorter than even last year’s total, $329,000.

The United Way direct mail and payroll 
deductions campaigns are down and, “It’s 
certainly showing us the recession is not 
over, people are still struggling,” said UW ex-
ecutive director, Janet Foster.

In addition, a myriad of fundraising cam-
paigns are being held in the community, 
which are emptying wallets.

But residents should keep in mind that a 
donation to United Way is not just a dona-
tion to one organization, but to 16 agencies 
that provide essential services to residents of 
all ages. They include Big Brothers/Big Sis-
ters, the North Halton Distress Centre and 
Community Living North Halton.

It’s easy to give through payroll deduc-
tion— $1 a week is a $52 donation, $2 a 
week is $104. This way, residents don’t have 
to struggle to fi nd that one-time donation.

A loonie or toonie a week is not too much 
to ask to maintain essential social services.

Loonie donations


