Student data lost on stolen laptop

Local mom says board
was ‘cowardly’ for leaving
parents wlth nowhere to
voice their concerns

A laptop containing thousands of
Halton students’ names, numbers
and birthdates— even their stan-
dardized test scores— was recently
stolen, prompting the board to warn
all parents of a possible privacy
breach.

“While we don’t believe data con-
tained on the laptop to be damag-
ing or harmful to student safety, we
wanted to alert you of the issue,”
education director David Euale said
in an email sent recently, adding the
laptop was stolen from an employee
between Jan. 23 and 27.

“The electronic files that may
have been compromised due to the
theft of the laptop contained student
names, student Ontario Education
Numbers, birthdates, and data relat-
ing to the EQAO testing results for
schools within Halton.”

The Halton District School Board
has about 54,400 students. The lap-
top contains information on all stu-
dents who have written a provincial
EQAO test over the past five years,
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meaning anyone from grades 4 to
12.

Associate director Jeff Blackwell
said the computer was password-
protected and police believe this
“was a crime of opportunity” rather
than someone deliberately seeking
personal information, as other elec-
tronics were also taken.

While most data was encrypted,
Blackwell said the board could not
confirm if the EQAO testing data
was.

The laptop was stolen away from
board property.

Georgetown mother Gwen Miron
was upset the board sent the email
from a “no reply” address, leaving
parents with nowhere to direct their
questions or concerns.

“They way they did it was cow-
ardly,” she said, adding that parents
are always telling their children to
be careful about sharing personal
information “in real life or over the
Internet . . . then to have the school
board turn around and do exactly
that, it really ticked me off— how ir-
responsible.”

Miron also wondered why employ-
ees are allowed to download such
information on a laptop and take it
home, rather than keeping it secure
on a board server.

—Torstar News Service
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1in 3 expect to retire comfortably

Let’s figure it out

Together we'll discover the right direction
to get you there.

When you visit us to talk about your financial future, we'll first ask
a few questions to get to know you better and, more importantly,
to understand your goals. Once we've accomplished that, we’ll help
you on your retirement journey every step of the way.

And now you can find out where your retirement stands by visiting
www.tdcanadatrust.com/retire. Simply answer a few straightforward
questions and we’'ll help you determine where you and your
investments are at.

So get in touch with us before February 29th, the deadline for your
2011 contribution.

Find out where your retirement stands by visiting
www.tdcanadatrust.com/retire and come in for a chat.
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