
OPINION
When the Old Seed House Garden was es-

tablished several years ago organizers foresaw 
a well-kept greenspace in the heart of George-
town with a pond, gazebo, gardens and path-
ways— a place residents could stroll through 
and take pride in.

What the Garden is slowly turning into is a 
haven for vandals to desecrate with graffi ti and 
damage property.

Last week, a donated sculpture of a Cana-
dian goose was broken for the FOURTH time 
since it was installed less than two years ago.

It is now beyond repair, according to Barb 
Baron, co-chair of Friends of the Old Seed 
House Garden, the group largely responsible 
for creating the park.

“Our dream was to add more art installations 
(in the garden) but we’re wondering if that’s a 
dream that’s impossible to fulfi ll,” said Baron. 

Apart from damaging the artwork, vandals  
have forced volunteers to restain the gazebo be-
cause of repeated graffi ti, a picnic table had to 
be removed after it had repeatedly been dragged 
to other areas in the park, electrical outlets had 
to be moved higher and covers added after be-
ing tampered with, glass panels had to be re-
placed with plastic ones after being repeatedly 
broken by stone-throwing miscreants... the list 
seems endless.

It doesn’t take much hindsight to determine 
that locating a park between two high schools, 
and adjacent to one of them, could have been 
inviting trouble. As well, we don’t want to point 
fi ngers and sound ageist, but it is unlikely moms 
taking their kids to the splash pad in summer 
and seniors taking a midday stroll are the ones 
responsible for this damage. This type of crime 
is more often perpetrated by young adults.

Enough is enough. Grow up.
In recent months we’ve had a new synthetic 

sports fi eld set ablaze (at Georgetown High), 
joyriders tear up fi elds at the Gellert Centre and 
regular vandalism at Dominion Gardens Park.

It’s getting to the point where we may one 
day ask the age-old question: “Why can’t we 
have anything new?”
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Dear editor,
I wanted to take the time to 

thank you, your newspaper and 
your writers etc., for the many 
years of many stories you have cov-
ered regarding the advocacy work I 
do as a volunteer person with lived 
experience for mental health, ad-
diction, trauma and bereavement.

Since the death of my 25-year-
old son Pete (Kristy) Beattie 10 
years ago to an accidental  mixed 
drug overdose of prescription pain 
medication (Oxycontin) and psy-
chiatric drugs, it has been my mis-
sion to some how help to co-create 
mental health, addictions and be-
reavement systems that actually are 
effective for clients. It is no longer 
what I do...but who I have become 
since my son died.

Raising awareness, educa-
tion and reducing stigma are 
paramount and tantamount to 
positively engaging our commu-
nity and fi nding both the fortitude 
and resources to fi ght for effective 
change. It is very important to 
me that both Georgetown and the 
larger region of Halton is being 

seen for its true identity of being 
inclusive, forward thinking, accept-
ing, open to exploring and then 
successfully acting on new ways for 
ideals and practical solutions to be 
heard, shared, and funded.

 The issues of mental health, 
addiction, trauma and bereave-
ment are complex social issues that 
impact us all whether directly or 
indirectly. These are tough issues 
that need to be talked about pub-
licly so others in our community 
can feel safe and be safe by reduc-
ing the isolation, shame, stigma 
and barriers.  

Your newspaper has been a huge 
part of this equation thanks to your 
openness to covering these issues 
through PERFECT coverage of my 
advocacy efforts. 

Thank you for being both fear-
less and sensitive to approach these 
topics. Your engagement has been 
so important to the messaging.

Betty-Lou Kristy, 
Georgetown
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The federal government has been hinting at 
changing the age of eligibility for Old Age 

Security from 65 to 67. 
Would you support such a change?

• No (76%)

• Yes (24%)

WEB POLL RESULTS
(Go to www.independentfreepress.com)

Thanks for help in
raising awareness

Apartment plan opposed
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published. Letters should not exceed 
150 words and may be edited for 
content and/or length. 

Publication is not guaranteed.
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Dear editor,
On Monday, February 27 at 6:30 

p.m. in the council chambers an im-
portant item will be discussed—  the 
proposed so-called low rise apartment 

buildings on the site of what is now 
60 John Street and the two abutting 
properties to the southwest.  

I use the term “so-called” as there 
is nothing low rise about a fi ve-storey 
building! This proposal has the poten-
tial to be far-reaching, not only for the 
residents and environment of Ward 3, 
but is also a slippery slope for future 
settled communities. 

Already concerned citizens have 
contacted councillors, organized 
meetings, created a Facebook site and 
are currently collecting signatures on 
a petition.  

To quote Mayor Rick Bonnette; 
“People choose to live in Halton Hills 
as a result of our natural beauty, 
charm, healthy environment…”  If you 
believe this and you want this to con-
tinue then what we need most is your 
voice and presence at the meeting on 
Monday.  Together we can make a 
stand.  Together we can be heard.

My family will be there. Will yours?
Joseph Wey, Georgetown
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Want to share your thoughts?
To submit a letter email jmcghie@

theifp.ca. Letters are limited to 150 
words and must include the author’s 
name, hometown and a daytime phone 
number (for verifi cation purposes). 

Send us a letter


