The scoop from Willie and Phil

A couple days ago it suddenly hit
me— today is Groundhog Day!

Now I don’t have any grandiose ex-
pectations about replaying Groundhog
Day over a hundred times or more.

Nor do I expect to wake up with ac-
tress Andie McDowell beside me tomor-
row morning, as in the 1993 movie.

Besides, it'd be mighty crowded with
The Sidekick there as well....

Over the years, Groundhog Day has
been a significant date in my family. As
farmers, we’'d always be interested in
the little furry rodent’s prognostication
for the coming spring.

Let’s face it, if one is a farmer, one
always worries about the forecast, and
invariably stops to listen— even if it's
coming from a freakin’ groundhog.

Groundhog Day has its origins in
a German tradition, Candlemas Day,
a Christian holiday on February 2,
the dark month, in which the clergy
blessed candles, and distributed them
to the people.

If the sun came out on Candlemas,
it was said the hedgehog would see its
shadow and six more weeks of winter
would follow. When German settlers
came to Pennsylvania they contin-
ued their tradition, using groundhogs
instead of hedgehogs to predict the
weather.

Giving the Americans their dues,
they invented good old Punxsutawney
Phil 70 years before the folks in Wiar-
ton, Ontario had Willie.

Apparently, the first official Ground-
hog Day was celebrated February 2,
1886 in Punxsutawney, Pennsylvania,
with a proclamation in The Punx-
sutawney Spirit by the newspaper’s edi-
tor, Clymer Freas.

Freas used his editorial soapbox to
name Punxsutawney Phil as the official
weather prognosticating groundhog.

Years later, not to be outdone, Wi-
arton resident Mac McKenzie hosted
a private Groundhog Day gathering in
1956— sounds to me like it was sim-
ply an excuse to quaff a few at the local
watering hole.

But a Toronto Star reporter heard of
the gathering and traveled to Wiarton
looking for the Groundhog Day event.

No one in town had a clue about
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the party, but the reporter eventually

found McKenzie and his buddies par-
tying and was invited to join the cel-
ebration.

The next day, the reporter figured he
needed some kind of story and image
to justify his trip to Wiarton. It’s told
that McKenzie grabbed his wife’s fur
hat, went out to the parking lot, dug
a hole in the snow and pronounced a
forecast which no one remembers. The
photo of McKenzie and the fur hat ran
in the February 3, 1956 edition of The
Toronto Star.

The next year, about 50 people
landed in Wiarton for the prognostica-
tion— many were reporters from vari-
ous media.

Seeing the opportunity as an an-
nual celebration, McKenzie organized
the festival, which has been celebrated
ever since.

Some years, I'm not all that sure that
Willie or Phil are that accurate.

Let’s face it— they pop out of their
dens, utter some profound prognos-
tication, then retreat to the warmth
of that burrow, down below the frost
line.

On top of that, these groundhogs
(apparently, so I'm told) only speak in
‘eroundhog-ese’.

Tell me, off the top of your head,
how many people do you know who
are fluent in that language?

Yup, I may have my doubts, but at
the same time, I've gotta accept that
they are probably as accurate as the
local weather forecaster. And they cer-
tainly do have their ear to the ground.

Best of all, it’s a volunteer gig, unlike
weather folks on TV, who are paid good
money and use high tech hardware to
forecast the weather.

And they still get it wrong.
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London to Amsterdam

Tilbury (London), England; Aalborg, Denmark; Copenhagen,
Denmark; Warnemunde (Berlin) Germany; Tallinn, Estonia;

St. Petersburg, Russia; Helsinki, Finland; Stockholm,
Visby, Sweden; Lubeck-Travemunde, Germany; Daylight transit

Kiel Canal; Amsterdam, The Netherlands

Oceanview Stateroom

from $3699 uUsD p.p. plus 327.03

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 V IRTU o\u\ll MBER www.vision2000travel.com

Fare is cruise only, per person, based on double occupancy and

15-DAY BALTIC EXPLORER AND KIEL CANAL

double occupancy and subject to availability at time of booking. Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus can be withdrawn without prior notice. Gov't fees & taxes are
as stated. Cruise line reserves the right to change pricing without prior notice. Ship's Registry: The Netherlands

Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus:
US $100 per stateroom Onboard Credit

Sweden;

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm

subject to avallability at time of booking, Based on category E. Price is per person, based on

T10¢ ‘T Areniqaq ‘Kepsmy[, ‘s|ji{ uoyeH « dd1 8yl _,

THE SECOND CITY

presents

ILove

FEBRUARY 10

There are Plenty of Fish
in the seaq, but can we all
live in eHarmony if our
lives are an open (Face)

book? Find out in this
hilarious new show about
relationships in the age
of social networking.

905.874.2800 @A
www.rosetheatre.ca :] RQSE

THEATRE BRAMPTON
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METMILLAN'S

HWY.7, | MILEWEST OF ACTON 519-853-0311 « (800)-387-4039

Go to our website and sign up to receive our store specials by email: www.macmillans.ca

SPECIALS FROM

January 27th
February 9th

Super Bowl Sale

Pulled Pork in Chipotle
BB( Sauce

$11.99 (reg. $14.99)
1.13kg size

Monty’s Nacho’s and Salsa
$71.99 combo (reg. $9.28)

Just Arrived at
MacMillan’s

Bacon Wrapped
Jalapeno Poppers

$4.99

12 poppers per package

Carpooling promoted next week

Halton residents are encouraged to get
into the fast lane next week with regard to
help the environment.

As part of Carpool Week (February 6-10),
area motorists are being asked to join the
Smart Commute Halton initiative, which in
partnership with Metrolink has 15 Halton
businesses on board— encouraging their
employees to carpool each day.

“Whether you're driving all the way to
work or just to the GO station, chances are
there’s someone else with a similar commute.
Smart Commute Halton makes it easy to get
in touch with people at your workplace or
in your community so that people can easily

start a carpool,” said Halton Regional Chair
Gary Carr.

Last year, the 15 Smart Commute Halton
member businesses eliminated 172,064 ki-
lometres of road travel— which works out
to four times around the world. This elimi-
nated 31,987 kilograms of greenhouse gas
emissions and saved almost $92,000 in com-
muter costs.

CarpoolZone.ca is a free online carpool
matching system from Smart Commute. It
helps drivers find others in their community
who are interested in carpooling.

For information on Smart Commute
Halton, visit www.smartcommutehalton.ca.

Cocktail Meatbhalls

$12.99 (reg. $14.98)

Rpple Pies
2 x 8 inch Pies
$5.99

& Honey Garlic BBQ Sauce

Game Time Munchies
Mini Chicken Pot Bites
$5.99 (reg. $6.99)

Beef & Cheddar Bowls
$5.99 (reg. $6.99)

Vegetarian Samosas
$8.49 (reg. $9.99)
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OPEN 7 DAYS A WEEK
Monday - Friday 9 AM -7 PM
Saturday 10 AM - 6 PM
Sunday 10 AM -5 PM

SENIORS 10%
OFF EVERY
WEDNESDAY

CAMPBELLVILLE MILTON

“IT’S WORTH THE DRIVETO ACTON”

M(REG'PRICED SERVING ACTON & AREA

FOR OVER 25 YEARS!



