Minister questioned on 4-3

During the recent provincial —
election campaign, I made no
promises, save one— I promised
my best efforts on behalf of all
the people of Wellington-Halton
Hills, if re-elected.

However, 1 did articulate the
next steps I would want to take
in the Legislature in response
to the McGuinty government’s
controversial GTA West Corridor
Study, if re-elected. I said I would
want to ask questions of the gov-
ernment during Question Period,
amongst other specific steps.

The following is the text of my
questions on December 5 and the
responses from the Premier and
Minister of Transportation taken
from Hansard, the official record
of the Legislature’s debates.

o0 0

Mr. Ted Arnott: My guestion
is to the Premier. In 2007, the
McGuinty government launched
the GTA West Corridor study, say-
ing that they wanted to have a
comprehensive study of transpor-
tation options through our area.

One of the options they've iden-
tified through this process, alterna-
tive 4-3, has been rejected by the
councils of the town of Halton
Hills and the region of Halton, and
by thousands of residents.

Just before the election, I called
for the GTA West Corridor study to
be put on hold pending a review of
the whole thing by the next Min-
ister of Transportation. Days later,
they announced the delay.

Now we have a new minister.
My question to the Premier is this:
Will he tell the minister to listen to
the people of Halton Hills and take
alternative 4-3 off the table?

Hon. Dalton McGuinty: 70
the Minister of Transportation.

Hon. Bob Chiarelli: Mr
Speaker, 1 thank the member for
Wellington-Halton Hills for his
question. I acknowledge receiving
the letter that he sent to me. We've
also had a brief discussion with it.
I've also undertaken to provide an
MTO briefing for the member, and
I understand I'm meeting with the
mayor of Halton Hills tomorrow.

We're taking your issue very,
very seriously, but of course the
member knows that we're trying
to meet the demands of our grow-
ing population and economy in the
GTHA. We're looking at ways to
build transportation links between
large employment and population
centres in the greater Golden Horse-
shoe and to US markets. There is a
study under way, as you're aware.
We've also commenced some ad-
ditional studies. We will take the
community’s interests very seri-
ously moving forward.

The Speaker (Hon. Dave Le-
vac): Thank you. Supplementary?
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Mr. Ted Arnott: Well Mr

Speaker, I appreciate the ministers
interest, but I have to say that his
answer will not satisfy my constit-
uents.

A new highway built along alter-
native 4-3 would cut our commu-
nity in half, destroy farmland and
heritage sites, and have a negative
impact on our local environment.
The town has identified a reason-
able and practical alternative: the
widening of the 401, which would
have to be a more cost-effective so-
lution in the current constrained
fiscal environment that we're in.

Now is not the time for more
dithering on this issue. We need a
clear and unequivocal answer. Will
the Premier assure my constituents
that he will put an end to alterna-
tive 4-3 once and for all?

Hon. Bob Chiarelli: Weve
received a lot of input and com-
ments on the draft strategy and
we've heard the concerns from lo-
cal residents about a new east-west
corridor through Halton Hills. In
response to the concerns, we will
conduct additional analysis and
consultation on the highway rec-
ommendations in the Halton area.
The additional work will examine

in greater detail the impacts on

farms, rural communities, busi-
nesses and natural features. We
will bring forward the results for
full public review and discussion
before any decision on next steps.
We take the concerns very seri-
ously. We're looking at them. We
will work with the community
to try to find alternatives. But we
have to wait for the full analysis to

take place and I'll continue to work §

with the member as we move for-
ward with this issue.
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Clearly, in light of the min-
ister's answer, we need to con-
tinue to speak up on this issue. I
continue to work with our Town
and Regional councils and area
residents to voice our opposition
to Alternative 4-3. T have also
launched a petition which can be
downloaded from my website. 1
hope that I can present the peti-
tions in the Legislature when it
resumes in February.
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—Ted Arnott is the MPP for
Wellington-Halton Hills and can
be reached at 1-800-265-2366. or
visit www.tedarnottmpp.com
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current haircare stylist.
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905'873'6871 30 McClure Crt.

(across from Dominion Gardens)

Congratulations

Veronica Marinucci

on your graduation from
Sir Wilfrid Laurier University with
a BA in Communications and
receiving your post grad diploma
in Public Relations
from Humber College.

Love your proud family
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Remember to
check your chimney
regulatly for signs
of corrosion or
deterioration.

chimneys
cleaned and

inspected at
least once a year.
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Suffering from
Depression, Grief, Anxiety?

Georgetown family
counsellor wants to help.
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3 weeks to a more joyous you!

HOPE CONNECTION

COUNSELLING SERVICES

416-577-HOPE (4673)

hopeconnection@gmail.com

JIM FORD DINNER

In recognition of over 40 years
in Kinsmen Girls Softball,
please join us to celebrate

at‘Lllrday,
January 21, 2012
Gellert Centre

Georgetown

Cocktails 6:30 pm Buffet Dinner 7:00 pm
Cash Bar

Limited Seating Available - Please get your tickets fast!
For tickets contact:
e Kevin Mulcahy, 8307 Sixth Line, Georgetown, 905-878-2999
* Dr. Ron Lefebvre and Dr. Janet Pownall, 83 Mill St., Suite 303, Georgetown,

905-877-0189

¢ Wendy Farrow-Reed to order 905-877-9995 or 905-703- 8857 to pick up at the BIA office

at 87 Main St up above Food Stuffs

e McMaster Meats , 110 Main Street South, 905-702-1274
o Lori at Soft Water Plus, 10 Mountainview Rd S. (beside the bowling alley)

... Lend
Me
Your
By Cory Soal Ears
RHAD,

New technology developed in the past
several years can help most people with
hearing loss to achieve improved
communication. Today’s hearing instruments
have evolved from simple devices to
remarkably sophisticated and technologically
advanced personal hearing computers. In just
the last few years, more advances in hearing
aid technology have been made than
throughout history.

In many hearing aids, there are no longer
knobs or controls, because the instruments
automatically adjust loudness. Some hearing
aids are programmed so that they require
only the push of a button either on the hearing
aid or on a wireless remote control to switch
to different listening situations and provide
balanced sound in the office, at home, on the
telephone, or at a concert. Digital and digitally
programmable hearing aids have been
introduced that amplify signals in new ways
and make the benefits of hearing aids even
more customized. Many hearing aids are
virtually computers with flexible and
sophisticated processors that analyze and
respond to specific sounds. Some advanced
hearing instruments process sound more than
a million times per second.

To find out more about these latest
advancements call....

The Georgetown

HEARING CLINIC
We care about your hearing!
Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210
Georgetown
(905) 873-6642

Tooth Chatter

DENTURISTS...
THE ARTIST OF YOUR IMAGE

Replacing your natural teeth is more than
just trusting someone with your smile. Your
appearance, your chewing function, comfort,
and your whole image is at stake. Make sure
you entrust this delicate task to a specially
trained professional.

Denturists are denture specialists. They are
experts in the design, construction, insertion
and adjustment of removable full, partial and
implant dentures. They use the latest
technology, in state-of-the-art laboratories.
Denturists personally handle every step in
the construction of your denture.
Consultations, impressions, bite registration,
try-ins, insert, and adjustments are all done
on site, by the Denturist.

For the comfort, effectiveness and aesthetic
appearance you expect and deserve...call a
Denturist today.

Creating confident smiles since 1982. i

L

Alexander Trenton, DD, F.C.A.D. (A)
Denturist
Georgetown Denture Clinic,

18 Church Street,
Georgetown, Ontario

905-877-2359

(Across from the Library and Cultural Centre)
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