Staff at Paul Armstrong Insurance gathered a num-
ber of food items to donate to Georgetown Bread
Basket Food Bank for the holidays. Among those
taking part were, in front, from left, Monica Donald-
son (of the food bank) and Victoria Palmer. In back,

H'(')nliday help for the food bank

Janet Armstrong, Paul Armstrong, Lindsay Brown,
Catherine Brown, Mandy Armstrong Rogers, Cindy
Kallmeyer, Samantha Armstrong Rogers, Jody Jack-
son, Cathy Flaxbard, and Elizabeth Brooks.
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Region says no to housing cash

By CHRISTINA COMMISSO
Metroland Media Group

Re-investing in social services, particularly in
assisted housing, was highlighted in Halton’s re-
cent 2012 budget. But one regional councillor
wanted to see a few more million dollars dedicat-
ed to the cause.

Burlington Councillor Marianne Meed Ward
put forward a motion during the Dec. 21 council
meeting that would see an additional $2.9 million
invested in assisted housing next year. The motion
was voted down 20-1, with only Meed Ward voting
in favour, but sparked a lively debate.

The $2.9 million represents half of what the
Region is saving from the GTA pooling upload in
2012. Since the uploading began in 2007 the Re-
gion has saved $123.9 million. Of that amount,
$26.1 million (45 per cent) has been reinvested
into social and human services and $32.4 million
(47 per cent) has gone toward waste and transpor-
tation projects.

“I think we can do better on that. Our human
capital is more important, I would suggest, than
our infrastructure,” said Meed Ward.

The remaining $65.5 million of the pooling
money has been used to reduce the regional bud-
get so tax increases remain minimal.

Regional treasurer Jane MacCaskill said keep-
ing the Region’s portion of the tax bill low gives
local municipalities more wiggle room to increase
their own budgets.

But Meed Ward said she’d like to see an end to
the “tax room concept” and invest the entire $5.8
million of GTA pooling savings back into social
services.

“I know people who are looking for housing

within a matter of months, they can’t wait years,”
she said.

During the meeting Halton Hills Council-
lor Jane Fogal spoke against the motion, “not so
much because I disagree with the sentiment, but
because in my opinion it reflects a change in poli-
cy,” she said, referring to the GTA pooling split.

“When we decided to share the GTA pooling
with local municipalities, unfortunately at time
the decision was made by way of reducing region-
al taxes and providing tax room at local level. It’s
hard to understand but it is the way we're doing it.
This ($2.9 million) reneges on that.”

If the $2.9 million went towards housing proj-
ects opposed to lowering the regional budget, Hal-
ton’s tax increase would have risen from 1.1 to two
per cent in 2012.

Additional information provided to councillors
about Halton’s community housing waitlist shows
during 2010 only four individuals on the all-ages
chronological waitlist for one-bedroom assisted
housing units were placed and the average time
they spent waiting for a unit was 7.7 years. As of
the end of 2010 there were 587 singles and child-
less couples on the waitlist for a one-bedroom
unit.

“If we're placing four people per year out of 587,
if that continues you'll see how long it will take to
place everyone on that list today in housing,” said
Meed Ward.

Single adults and childless couples wait the lon-
gest for housing in Halton. Priority is first given to
victims of domestic abuse, homeless individuals,
newcomers and applicants with special needs.

Staff will begin working on a Halton housing
strategy in February that will address the housing
need.

Suffering from
Depression, Grief, Anxiety?

Georgetown family
counsellor wants to help.

3 weeks to a more joyous you!

HOPE CONNECTION

COUNSELLING SERVICES

416-577-HOPE (4673)

hopeconnection@gmail.com

AT
Thursday
at 7 pm
January
<BB99275 151952

Price $5.00 per Five Game Session
(3 Sessions)

CASH PRIZES

Call 905-877-7166
for details.
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Profits to stay in Halton for
Youth Activities!
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PROFESSIONAL
COUNSELING
SERVICES

*[NDIVIDUAL

*COUPLES
*FAMILY COUNSELING
*DEPRESSION
*ANXIETY
*LIFE CHANGES
*CONFLICT MANAGEMENT
*PERSONAL GROWTH

38 OAK STREET,
GEORGETOWN ONTARIO

(905) 873-9393

HTTP://FORGECOACHINGANDCONSULTING.COM
INFO@FORGECOACHINGANDCONSULTING.COM

... Lend
Me
Your
Ears

By Cory Soal
R.H.AD.

HOW DOES LOUD NOISE
CREATE HYPERTENSION?
It appears to affect the nervous
system, signalling the
peripheral blood vessels to
constrict as though under
attack/ This triggers a surge of
adrenaline and other fight-or-
flight chemicals into the
bloodstream - a response that
carries with it the potential for
glandular or cardiovascular
changes, in other words,
unwanted noise creates the
same final results as increased
stress (try to avoid)!

The Georgetown iflf%

HEARING CLINIC

We care about your hearing!
Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210
Georgetown
(905) 873-6642

ARE DENTAL IMPLANTS
RIGHT FOR YOU???

Dental implants have been called the “next best
thing to natural teeth” because they act as a secure
anchor for artificial replacement teeth and eliminate
the instability associated with surface adhesives and
removable partials and dentures.

Dental implants may be the solution if you:

¢ Have lost some or all of your natural teeth

o Are unable to chew properly with
conventional dentures

* Are unable to wear dentures for physical
or personal reasons

Implants can provide distinct advantages:

o Improved appearance

o Better chewing, digestion and enjoyment of food
* Reduction or elimination of denture movement
« Increased comfort, confidence and self-esteem

Implants are a thoroughly tested, safe approved
alternative to traditional removable dentures and
partials. Perhaps they are right for you? Call us for a
free consultation.

Creating confident smiles since 1982. /7,
i

Alexander Trenton, DD, F.C.A.D. (A)
Denturist
Georgetown Denture Clinic,

18 Church Street,

Georgetown, Ontario

905-877-2359

(Across from the Library and Cultural Centre)
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