Taking a bath is hard work

Pretty much knows
Hamish.

Hamish is our border collie and as
man’s best friend, he’s a welcome ad-
dition to Brown Farm.

Every morning, when I go to the
barn, he’s there to greet me, tail wag-
ing, stretching and yawning as I open
the door.

He’s a touchy-feely dog, having to
lean against me as he does his early
morning greeting ritual. He then goes
about his job— keeping an ongoing
inventory of the sheep, circling each
pen back and forth, every waking min-
ute of the day while he’s in the barn.

The highlight of his day is to come
to the house with The Sidekick and
me, after I do evening chores.

With Hamish’s activities in the barn,
he drinks a lot of water, and sometimes
he gets stained under his neck.

So once in a while, he needs a
bath.

The first thing I must stress about
Hamish is his complete and uncondi-
tional love for The Sidekick and I. He
will come to either of us when called,
even if he knows he’s done something
wrong.

But Monday night, as he and I en-
tered the basement, I put the drain
plug in the laundry tub and he sud-
denly decided to avoid eye contact.

You see he equates the plug with
the b’ word, otherwise known as a
bath. He stood at the top of the base-
ment stairs, waiting for me to open
the door.

I could read his mind, “If T don’t
look in his direction, he'll forget I'm
here...”

Wrong.

I called him. He shot a glance over
his shoulder, then went back to study-
ing the door in front of him... “Just a
minute, I wanted to look at this really
interesting door again..”

“Hamish, come here,” 1 repeated,
raising my voice just a tiny bit. He
decided it was hopeless to look at the
door any longer— it wasn’t working.
Ears flat against his head, I lifted him
into the laundry tub, half-full of warm
water.
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I tell ya, if looks could kill, you'd be
reading my obit here. I lathered him
up, I talked to him— he wasn’t im-
pressed.

After I rinsed him off, I lifted him
out, and set him outside the walk-out
basement door, to shake off the water.
A big cloud of steam enveloped him,
as he shook until he was ‘dry’ enough
by my standards.

“C'mon in,” I yelled, and he bolt-
ed into the warmth of the basement
again.

The next part was the fun part—
the towel. For some reason, a towel
means play time. As I wiped off his
feet, his legs, and his tail, he growled
in delight.

The best part? When I wrap the
towel around his head and rub him
down.

Once ‘dry’, (okay, sort of dry) he
headed upstairs to the kitchen where
he presented himself to The Sidekick.

He likes to rub his damp fur against
her leg, probably just to get a re-
sponse.

Later in the evening, I checked his
fur and found it was still a bit damp.
He was about two hours from return-
ing to the barn— too damp to be going
outside.

Out came the hair dryer, and in spite
of the fact he wasn't excited about this
part of the process, we styled him dry
with the hair dryer.

He looked like a giant stuffed ani-
mal.

Minutes later, he climbed up be-
tween us and dozed off. I turned to
The Sidekick as his limp body snored
between us.

“Seems taking a bath is really hard
work,” I commented.

Beat the
temptation.
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Across

1. Emergency vehicle

10. Eyeball benders (2 wds)

15. Those with sound judgment
16. Optician’s rouge

17. Those who are confined in
wartime

18. Lingo

19. Directly

20. “How __!”

21. W African storytellers

22. Bent

23. Protein particles responsible

for degenerative diseases of the ner-

vous system
24. and Hardy
27. Amalgam
28. Buenos
. Small tart tree fruit
.“Thadno__!"”
. Be bombastic
. Hip bones

. Discuss an issue from a different

oint of view

. Considers

. Daughter of Saturn

. Take bac
41. Vascular inner layer of skin
43. Supergarb

. Pranksters

. Kill, in a way

. Long-jawed fish

. Old World plants, such as
cuckoopint
50. Condiment on lamb (2 wds)
52. Lure
53. Person who attacks another
54. Flip, in a way
55. Came in again

Down

1. Bone-dry

2. Restaurant options

3. Diminish

4. “It'sno__ 1"

5. Large motor vehicles with flat
platforms

6. Yearly
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7. Demands

8. Algonquian Indian

9. Cousin of -trix

10. Egg-shaped instrument

11. O%) ect valued for evoking a
hlstorlcal time (2 wds)

12. About 1% of the atmosphere
13. Laugh-a-minute folks

14. Makes lace

21. Cousin of a loon

22. Hansel and Gretel’s trail
marks (2 wds)

23. Braids

24. Animal house

25. Assistant

26. Carbamide

27. Chutzpah

29. Al onquin Indians

30. “Ggmlt e.g.

31. Descrlze

“We won't lose a customer over Price”

32.“__ of Eden”

34. Gold braid

37.1919 world heavyweight
champion

38. Sediment

40. Wicker material

41. Egyptian corn

42. Small ornamental ladies’
bags

43. Perfume

44. Street fleet

45. Workbench attachment

46. ___gum, used as thickening
agent in food

47. Bad marks

48. Abbr. after many a general’s
name

50. Fold, spindle or mutilate

51. A pint, maybe
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