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OPEN  BOX ING  D AY  AT  N O O N
We’re your local full service 

home electronics dealer

140 Guelph St., Georgetown (beside the Fruit Market)

905-877-9541

Georgetown Stereo & TelevisionGeorgetown Stereo & Television

BOXINGBOXING
WEEKWEEK

SUPER SPECIALSUPER SPECIAL
SAMSUNG 51” PLASMASAMSUNG 51” PLASMA

$$499499
while quantities last

ALL INVENTORY REDUCED
• ALL SAMSUNG TV’S
 ON SALE

• TV STANDS
 CLEARANCE
 PRICED

• YAMAHA
 RECEIVERS
 SALE PRICED

• PARADIGM
 SPEAKERS
 REDUCED

Thank You Sponsors
This Boxing Day, two Canadian Invasion Girls hockey teams will embark on a
trip-of-a-lifetime to Sweden and Finland. In addition to playing in fi ve hockey games,
the twenty Georgetown girls, and their teammates from Oakville and Orangeville, will have
the opportunity to meet their Scandinavian opponents and explore the local sights and culture.  

As you can imagine, a trip of this nature requires signifi cant resources. On behalf of the girls and their 
families, we would like to express our gratitude to the following organizations and businesses which have 
generously sponsored them:
All-Connect Logistical Services
Allstate
Argyll Dentistry
Armstrong Insurance Brokers
Assured Mortgages
Axxess International
Building Boss
Cawthra Automotive
Charles Popowich Insurance
Concept Ford
CS Flooring
Dave Krause, ReMax
Dentistry in Meadowvale
Dr. Niwong Orthodontics
Eckler & Black Orthodontics
Fifth Avenue Dental
Finn Poulstrup,
 Johnson Associates

Garry Mercer Trucking Inc
Georgetown Hockey Heritage  
 Council 
Georgetown Lions Club
Heritage Hockey
Institute of Cosmetics &
 Laser Surgery
Iris Irwin, Johnson Associates
Joanne Lipp European Skin Care
Julie Heather Photography
Kris Kay Truck Lines Inc
L.V. Lomas Limited
Longo’s
MAS Orthopaedics
Meldrum Orthodontics
Monaghan’s Sports Pub & Grill
My Offi ce Inc
Paperlinx

Pillar to Post
Polaris Transportation
RBC Critical Environments
RMP Athletic Locker 
Salon Sous Sol
Specton Construction Products
Sunrise Contracting
Sure-Loc Interlocking
The O’Neill Family
Thomson Reuters
Town of Halton Hills, Rec & Parks
Transpro Freight Systems
TST Overland
WSI Digital Marketing
3on3Hockey by Adam Bennett

Diesel performance, turner chips controllers, muffl er, 
DPF Delete kits, K&N, AFE, Crossdrills, Eibach, 

Diablosport, All Alum Rims, Edge.
*Most vehicles.

Offer expires Nov. 30, 2011

Includes: Oil Change & Lube (max 5L of 5 or 10w30). 
Rotate Tires, Inspect Brake System, Front Chassis, All Belts & Hoses, 

Check-Battery Charging/Ignition System, Wiper Blades/Operation, 
Exhaust System, Tires & Adjust Pressure, and Check & Top All Fluids.

Offer expires Nov. 30, 2011

Now Available in Halton HillsNow Available in Halton Hills

Gangs, guns here in Halton: Cop

Guns and gangs are not just ‘a Toronto 
thing’.

“Even here in Halton, there is some gang 
activity,” said Det. Const. John MacKinnon 
of the Halton Regional Police Service’s 
guns and gangs unit. “We don’t have gang-
controlled buildings, they are not looming 
on every street corner. I’m not here to scare 
you.”

Gangs, however, thrive in communities 
surrounding Halton— throughout Peel, 
and in Toronto and Hamilton, said MacK-
innon, speaking at a recent forum in Mil-
ton on youth gang awareness and preven-
tion aimed at Grades 7 and 8 students and 
their parents.

The forum went ahead with no one in 
attendance except representatives from fo-
rum presenters,  Halton police, Halton Dis-
trict School Board and the Halton branch 
of the John Howard Society Peel-Halton-
Dufferin.

“I’m preaching to the choir,” smiled 
MacKinnon to his meager audience. 

Offi cers in Halton’s guns and gangs unit 
know gang activity is “creeping our way” 
and are undertaking a proactive approach.

“Early identifi cation of gang-related ac-
tivity is critical,” said MacKinnon. “Do you 
want to invest in your community and fam-
ily now or spend money on gang exit strate-
gies?”

Why would gangs infi ltrate the peaceful, 
affl uent community of Halton?

There are many reasons, he said, among 
them a feeling of anonymity in a new area, 
the lack of competition or to recruit new 
members.

Halton’s population is exploding and 
with that will come change, which can lead 
to stress and tension, not just amid fami-
lies, but communities, he said. Some of 
these pressures, which can include racial 
tension, can lead kids to join gangs, as can 
feelings of instability or low self-esteem.

“Kids are not born gang members; it’s a 
learned behaviour.”

Gang members are all fl eeing some-
thing, whether it’s abuse or negligent par-
enting, and gangs can seem attractive to 
kids who are experiencing trouble at home 
or at school, he said.

“Pop culture is huge. Gang life is made 
to look really glitzy and glamorous. Parents 
need to know what their kids are listening 
to.”

Just like the medical or educational pro-
fessions have their own jargon, gangs have 
intricate and complicated hand signs, he 
said. They’re also identifi able by elaborate 
tattoos and graffi ti.

One of the ways parents can combat 
this pending threat is ensure their kids are 
growing up in “really good families and 
communities.”

MacKinnon pointed to the Search In-
stitute’s 40 Developmental Assets for Ado-
lescents as a reference, which lists external 
and internal assets for building healthy, 
caring and engaged children.

By KATHY YANCHUS
Metroland Media Group
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