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Hail to the chief

If nothing else, Halton Police Chief Gary
Crowell has an impeccable sense of timing.

The personable chief, who has 41 years of po-
licing behind him, announced last week that he
will be retiring from the Halton Regional Police
Service as of June 2, 2012.

His announcement came the same day Ma-
clean’s magazine named Halton Region the Saf-
est Place to live in the Greater Toronto Area and
the Safest Regional Municipality in Canada for
the fourth year in a row.

Maclean’s based its ranking on 2010 annual
crime data from Statistics Canada for munici-
pal police services serving the nation’s 100 larg-
est populations. The Crime Severity Index (CSI)
scores six personal and property crimes: homi-
cide, sexual assault, aggravated assault, auto
theft, robbery and breaking and entering.

Crowell was hired as Deputy Chief in Feb-
ruary 1999 and in June 2006 was promoted to
Chief of Police.

Prior to coming to Halton he served with Peel
Regional Police, and began his career with the
Royal Canadian Mounted Police.

Under Crowell’s watch in Halton the service
introduced or expanded many community-
based programs— such as Drive SAFE, Com-
munity Road Watch and Speedi. Community
policing was a priority with Crowell, as it was
with his predecessor Ean Algar.

As a testament to his persuasive skills, in re-
cent years Crowell has had to fight — mostly
successfully— for increases in the police budget,
despite the downturn in the economy and the
need for public spending austerity.

Deflecting praise directed by the police servic-
es board toward himself, Crowell commended
“the Service team and many volunteers, our com-
munity partners and Halton citizens” for having
Halton top the Maclean’s list, once again.

Success in any organization, however, is de-
pendent on having good people at the top of the
totem pole.

On behalf of Halton residents we offer Chief
Crowell our thanks and wishes for a happy re-
tirement.
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Should local media outlets publish the names
of everyone charged with criminal offences?

* Yes (68%)
* No (25%)
¢ Undecided (7%)
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Letters to the editor

Students praised
for generosity

Dear editor,

I am a teacher at Christ the King
Catholic Secondary School and I
would like to take this opportunity
to commend our students for their
generous donations to the school’s
fundraiser.

The fundraiser was for Chal-
ice, a Christian-based charity that
provides food, shelter, educational
materials, and other necessities to
third-world countries.

I would particularly like to
congratulate my students, two
Grade 10 classes each consisting of
30 students, and Ms. Lauc’s class
of 30 students for their contribu-
tions. The students in these classes
proved their selflessness by gra-
ciously donating well over $2,700
of their own money to the cause.
That is an average of $30 per stu-
dent.

Many of these students were
donating savings that could have
easily gone to the latest cell phone
or iPod. In some cases, students
donated on behalf of friends and
family members as their Christmas
gift this year. Some students even

sacrificed their own presents, ask-
ing their parents to donate in lieu
of the gifts they themselves would
be receiving.

This kind of sacrifice is rare, and
it is a testament to the character of
these individuals. It speaks to their
leadership in our student com-
munity, and their ability to work
toward a common goal that is for
the betterment of others.

We can only hope that parents
and the rest of the Georgetown
community will follow the altruis-
tic example of these students and
give generously to charities of their
choice this Christmas season.

Ken Flynn,
Christ the King Seconary School

Raiders thanked
for great effort

Dear editor,

I would like to thank the George-
town Raiders’ organization, espe-
cially the players, for making my
son’s experience at a recent Satur-
day game memorable.

The entire team made a long-
lasting impression that was truly
appreciated by my little guy.

I was very impressed on how

professional and caring the players
are to their fans and community.
We hope more Georgetown resi-
dents can come out and support
the Raiders and enjoy the great
product they are putting on the ice.
Cheering from the stands.
John Waller,
Georgetown

Postal workers
really delivered

Dear editor,

This is a busy time of year for
the post office.

I'd like to thank them for pro-
viding great service recently. My
church received a letter from the
lovely province of P.E.I. with an
incomplete address and an incor-
rect postal code. It was simply
addressed to “St. John’s United
Church, Georgetown ON.” Some-
one at the post office wrote “11
Guelph?” on the envelope, which
brought it safely to its destina-
tion. Inside was a cash donation in
memory of a much-loved member
of our church who died last month.

Thank you to the postal workers
who helped this letter find its way
to us.

Janet Duval, Georgetown
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