Mazda’s Skyactiv is truly different
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Skyactiv because it has the Skyactiv-G
engine and transmissions but it uses the
standard Mazda3 chassis and body.

Also the Formula One style 4-2-1 exhaust
system that lets the engine run at a com-
pression ratio of 13:1 is not used.

Nonetheless, the 2.0-litre in the Mazda3
GS-Sky runs at 12:1, the same as a Ferrari
Italia. The GS-Sky uses regular gasoline not
premium.

As tested the Skyactiv-G engine produc-
es 155 hp and 148 Ib/ft of torque versus the
148 hp and 135 Ib/ft of torque for the ‘nor-
mal’ 2.0-litre in the GX.

For comparison, the 2.5-litre, four-cylin-
der in the GT makes 167 hp and 168 Ib/ft
of torque.

The new six-speed automatic is a big
step forward from the five-speed in the 2011
Mazda3.

Like all the modern six-speed autos to-
day, it is difficult to feel any perceptible gear
changes until you have your foot hard on
the gas. What I did notice was the pedal felt
stiff. T know some carmakers do that to ar-
tificially deter drivers from using too much
fuel and thus improving gas mileage.

Off the line the GS-Sky felt sluggish and
on the highway I found I had to push down
on the gas to get up to speed.

I mentioned this to Mazda engineer Da-
vid Coleman saying I own a 2010 Mazda3
with the 2.5-litre.

With a smile he said he was not sur-
prised. The pedal on my Mazda3 is set so
almost all the torque is available in the first
20 per cent of pedal travel, which is why it
feels so swift at launch.

With the Skyactiv engine the response
has been changed to be more linear. In other
words the further you push down the more
torque is delivered for what Mazda feels is a
more measured response and better for fuel
consumption.

I'd like to tell you I experienced a 15 per
cent increase in fuel efficiency but the fact
is I don't know.

When I picked up the car at Mazda Can-
ada I did not notice the tank was down by
one-eighth. Ergo, I failed to top up.

Also, the Skyactiv T drove was not
equipped with a driver information display
which would have solved my problem with
digital instant and average fuel consump-
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tion readouts.

So I'll have to go with the Transport Can-
ada numbers of 7.7/5.0L/100 km city/high-
way with the manual and 7.1/4.91/100 km
city/highway for the automatic.

Note the automatic is slightly better on
gas than the manual, which shows how
much better this new generation of auto-
matics have become.

Other than the engine and transmission,
the GS-Sky differs in no other way from the
other Mazda3 models.

Like all Mazda products, it is a driver’s
car and very agile and that includes the Sky-
activ version.

My tester came with the automatic thus
I didn’t try the new six-speed manual to find
out if it is indeed as light and fast as that on
the MX-5 Miata.

The layout of the instrument panel is
identical to all other Mazda3s. However, the
signature amber gauge illumination on the
GX and GT is replaced on GS-Sky models
with soft blue gradation with white centre.

In keeping with the blue theme, there are
azure surrounds on the headlights which
gives off a bluish cast.

On the outside the only difference is a
small Skyactiv badge on the rear.

Depending on trim levels, pricing ranges
from $18,995-$22,390 not counting a $1,595
shipping fee.

When it comes to going green, Mazda is
truly marching to a truly different drummer
with Skyactiv.

But just remember; this is the company
that made the rotary engine work when in-
dustry giants like GM could not.

Mazda3 GS-Sky 2012

(at a glance)

BODY STYLE: Compact sedan or five-
door hatchback.

DRIVE METHOD: front-engine, front-
wheel drive.

ENGINE: 2.0-litre DOHC inline four-
cylinder (155 hp, 148 Ib/ft).

FUEL ECONOMY: Regular, manual,
7.7/5.0L/100 km city/highway; automatic,
7.1/4.9L/100 km city/highway

CARGO: 335 litres

TOW RATING: NA

PRICE: $18,995-$22,390 not counting a
$1,595 shipping fee

WEB: www.mazda.ca
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s Yo Gav Wantar Roady?

e Installation of your Snow Tires,
including balancing for $69 95

» Rust proofing starting at °95.00*

* Free Tire Installation when mounted on
rims with the purchase of an oil change!

Plus Appicable Taxes

*For most vehicles

Acton Aure Tech INC.
45 Mein Strest North, Acton 519-853-4144
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S— “We Will Not Be Undersold!"”

* NO APPOINTMENT NECESSARY

[&JENGINE LIGHT ON?

$90 Value

FREE gcgsntimate

$90 Value Coupon must be presented. Offer expires September 17, 2011

590 Value

$90 Value

Performance

Diesel performance, turner chlps controllers, muffler,
DPF Delete kits, K&N, AFE, Crossdrills, Eibach,

Diablosport, All Alum Rims, Edge.
*Most vehicles.
Offer expires Nov. 30, 2011

Now just $34 95

Includes: Oil Change & Lube (max 5L of 5 or 10w30).

Offer expires Nov. 30, 2011
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- SPECIALS OF THEJIWEEK

Spacwer, oSt Savmi Guaranteed Work'
turnerautomotive¥ca
20 Armstrong Ave in Georgetown

(Near Mountainview Rd. N)

Rotate Tires, Inspect Brake System, Front Chassis, All Belts & Hoses,
Check-Battery Charging/Ignition System, Wiper Blades/Operation,
Exhaust System, Tires & Adjust Pressure, and Check & Top All Fluids.

FREE Shuttle Service

20085 ESCAPE XLT HYBRID 20086 EDGE SEL FWD

NAVI, 79000 KMS,

ONE OWNER, CLEAN
STOCK# V15666D

361 Guelph St. (Hwy. #7), Georgetown
Morejvehiclesjonlinejatawwwiconceptford'com

LOADED, ALLOYS,

55000 KMS
STOCK# 02173

905287351626

SOLO OLAVNYAL

N\

1102 ‘g JoquadaQ ‘UoIOY 8 UMOleBI08D) « STITHM ,




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


