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361 Guelph St. (Hwy. #7), Georgetown 

905-873-1626905-873-1626
CCOONCENCEPPTT

Discloser: All sale prices are plus  HST, and Licensing,  O.A.C

More vehicles online at: www.conceptford.comMore vehicles online at: www.conceptford.com

COURTEOUS HOMETOWN SERVICECOURTEOUS HOMETOWN SERVICE

905-846-4600
Hwy. 7 (Bovaird Drive)
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Steeles Ave.Steeles Ave.

XX

2008 
EDGE
SEL
AWD
alloys

27000 km
one owner 

Sale 
Price

$$24,99824,998
+ HSTstock# 02216

2008
ESCAPE

XLT
FWD

47,000 kms
moon roof
one owner

Sale 
Price

$$17,99817,998
+ HSTstock# 02224

2008
EDGE
LTD
AWD
leather

one owner 
88000  km

Sale 
Price

$$21,99821,998
+ HSTstock #02208, 

2005
ESCAPE

XLT
AWD

95,000 kms
very clean

a must see! 
95000  km

Sale 
Price

$$10,99810,998
+ HSTstock# 02193D, 

2008
SANTA

FE
LIMITED

loaded
leather
alloys

91000  km

Sale 
Price

$$17,99817,998
+ HSTstock# S25598D, 

2008 
FOCUS

SE
auto

loaded
one owner 
64000 km

Sale 
Price

$$10,99810,998
+ HSTstock# 02214, 

2010
EXPLORER

EB
4.6L, V8,

tan leather,
7 passenger,

like new,
17,000 kms

Sale 
Price

$$29,99829,998
+ HST

ONLY 

17,000 kms!

stock# 02218, 

2009
COROLLA

LE
alloy,

snow tires
and rims
included 

81000  km

Sale 
Price

$$13,90813,908
+ HSTstock# R15657D, 

2009
CRV EX-L

AWD
leather

moon roof
alloys

one owner 
71000 km

Sale 
Price

$$24,99824,998
+ HSTstock# V14947D,

COMPANY DEMONSTRATORSCOMPANY DEMONSTRATORSCOMPANY DEMONSTRATORS

sclose Ar: Allll s lale iprices are pllus HSTHST, and Lid Licensiing, OO.A CA.C

2012 Escape XLT
V6 FWD package, auto, convenience package, 

sync, keyless, snow tire package included 
recycle your ride  delivery allowance of $1000 

included in sale price 2.99% 
Financing for 72 month, 0 down, $456 a month 

Or $215 Bi Weekly tax included

Sale 
Price

$$27,09727,097
+ HST

Stock# A25422

short box 5.0 V8, 507A , XLT Convenience pkg, 
sync, trailer tow, power seat, step bars, box 

liner, tri-fold t-cover, recycle your ride $2500, 
and $8500 included in sale price

Sterling grey in colour

Sale 
Price

$$32,62332,623
+ HST

   2011 F150 Super Crew 4X4 XTR

Stock#F15553

QUEBEC CITY: We may not want to think about it, 
but Old Man Winter will soon be nipping at our heels.

And with the winter weather soon upon us, it’s time 
to prepare our vehicles for the nasty weather ahead.

Most new vehicles these days come from the factory 
with all-season radial tires as standard fare.

 A common misconception is that all-season tires 
are good for all weather conditions and all tempera-
ture ranges and that’s just not the case.

To help demonstrate the importance of having the 
proper tires and using the right driving techniques in 
wintry conditions, GITI Tire invited a group of journal-
ists and tire dealers to Quebec City late last winter to 
test GT Radial winter tires and learn more about win-
ter driving techniques from professional instructors.

A portion of the winter driving exercise gave us an 
opportunity to drive on ice in a hockey arena. You may 
think we spent our time slip, sliding away on the icy 
surface, but with proper technique, and proper tires, 
it is possible to maneuver safely even on a slick sheet 
of ice.

Calling tires ‘all-season radials’ is a misnomer, be-
cause they really aren’t suitable for all seasons, unless 
you’re down south and your winter is snow and ice-
free. 

Their tread pattern is not meant for ice and snow 
and the rubber compound is too hard to get the grip 
you need for winter driving.

Another group of tires are called ‘all-weather’ and 
these may be suitable for areas where severe winter 
conditions are the exception rather than the norm. 

With a tread compound similar to that of winter tires, 
the all-weather tires have a softer compound in the in-
ner half of the tread, but not the entire tread. In reality, 
these tires are somewhat of a compromise between all-
season tires and winter tires.

 An advantage is you don’t have to keep changing 
from one set of tires to another; a disadvantage is they 
don’t perform as well as proper winter tires.

Many drivers mistakenly believe that the tire’s tread 
is the single most important component in the tire’s 
performance on ice and snow. 

While tread pattern and depth are important, the 
tread compound is actually the most important con-
tributor, according to William Estupian, director of 
technical service for the GT Radial brand, which have 
been sold at tire dealers across Canada since 2004.

For example, the tread compound for the GT Radial 
Champiro WinterPro tire has special rubber polymers 
that help maintain grip in frigid temperatures. In fact, 
the tire is designed for optimal performance between 
-10 degrees C and +5 degrees C.

‘The tread compound is one of the biggest differ-
ences between all-season tires and purpose-built win-
ter tires,’ said Estupian. ‘Summer tires start to lose grip 
performance at 5 degrees C.’

The WinterPro tires also have unique elliptic grooves 
in the tread design that work like a pump to move wa-
ter away from the tire’s contact patch, the part of the 
tire that touches the road surface. 

On ice at the hockey arena, slow and easy was the 
order of the day, just as it should be for drivers facing 
icy road conditions. 

Through a series of braking and cornering exercis-
es, it didn’t take long to realize that if you accelerate 
slowly and smoothly, you can maneuver on a slick icy 

surface, provided you have the proper tires that will 
adhere to the ice.

During trips around a couple of outdoor test cours-
es at a nearby harness racing track, we got to sample 
both the WinterPro tires and cars outfi tted with stud-
ded tires. While the latter are banned in southern On-
tario, they are available in other parts of the country. 
The studs provide very aggressive grip when you are 
dealing with severe ice and snow conditions.

Even with the best of winter tires, smooth and slow 
are the keys to keeping on the straight and narrow 
when it comes to snowy and icy conditions. 

The best word of advice winter driving experts can 
impart is to have the proper tires AND drive according 
to the conditions.

Other keys to driving on ice and snow, experts say, 
are braking early and smoothly, keeping your eyes on 
the road far ahead of you to anticipate possible emer-
gency stops and taking corners slowly and smoothly.

Be prepared before winter arrives
By LORNE DRURY

Carguide Magazine
Metroland Media Group

Winter tires have softer rubber compounds and special 
tread technology to help maintain grip in frigid tempera-
tures. 
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