Getting first dibs on the lists

I'm not sure what’s come over me.

It might be my age, or perhaps I've just
become weakened. Whatever the case, The
Sidekick convinced me to do something I
would say is completely foreign to me.

We started Christmas shopping Monday
night.

That might sound innocent enough, but
there’s one thing that bothers me— it’s not
December yet. Geez, it's not even double
digits dates in December.

It was Monday night and I was in a
weakened state. I should have been more
careful.

At the office, I'd edited what seemed like
a billion images from both Georgetown and
Acton Santa Claus Parades. I'd also waded
through a couple hundred images from the
United Way House Tour, and I'd even brief-
ly checked out some fashion show photos
taken last Sunday.

To top it off, I was out of the office twice
to cover two MVCs (motor vehicle colli-
sions.).

So I was weak, much too weak to be
able to stand my ground. Too weak to be
the least bit cognizant of the dangerous
precipice towards which I was wandering.

The Sidekick, on the other hand, had
taken the day off to attend a dentist ap-
pointment, and run a few other little er-
rands about town, taking full advantage of
her day away from her desk.

After running the errands, she’d gone
home to put up her feet, probably watched
Ellen on TV, and basically rested up until I
dragged myself in the door.

She even gave me a hand with the chores,
which includes her checking out and feed-
ing the kittens in the barn, and then we had
supper.

Then she made her move, followed by
‘the look’ to back it up.

“Wanna do some Christmas shopping?”

Earlier in the day, she’d mentioned in
passing that ‘maybe going shopping’ would
be a good thing. The ‘look’ was the final
straw.

I caved in.

But she did have a logical argument.

Every year, the Brown family members
create and distribute Christmas lists, to
give each other an idea what that member
of our family would like.

Over the years, the lists have become
more and more ornate, especially with one
of my daughters— she inserts clip art—
yet the real purpose of the lists is to make
sure we pick up the right size and colour so
there’s a minimum of returns.

So far this year, we've only had a couple
lists handed in. There’s still many more to
come— including mine.

And The Sidekick was hot to trot on
getting the first shot at the newly-released
lists.

I agree we have, in the past, found our-
selves settling for the last remaining items
on the lists, simply because the other items
had already been purchased.

I've maintained it was better that way—
everyone else had first dibs at the list and
our job was the easiest. We just picked up
what was left.

In theory it makes great sense. But in
The Sidekick’s eyes, it stinks.

So, Monday night, armed with a rela-
tively healthy bank card, we headed out to
do battle with the items on the lists.

And I'm happy to say we did score six
major hits on the aforementioned lists. As
we drove home, she was about as contented
as the cat that had swallowed the canary.

We hauled the gifts into the house and
parked them in their regular hiding place,
ready to be wrapped and placed under the
tree.

Of course, I'm betting that the wrap-
ping part of the equation will likely happen
around December 23.
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As you shop for the
youngest names
on you list, keep in
mind that many toys
can become potential

AIyssa Taylor

Dr. Craig Bennell.

toys
projectiles

loud
Look for toys that are

durable, well-construct-
ed and easy to clean.

Davina and Justin

When choosing a
fabric toy, make sure it

is labeled
flame-retar dant or
nonflammable.
Check stuffed toys for
secure stitching of eyes
and other small parts.
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on your graduation

from Carleton University with a

Doctorate in Psychology (PhD.)
conferred in Nov. 2011, with

guidance from your supervisor

Love from Mom, Dad, Greg, Anne-Lise,

Alyssa is now a professor in the
Criminal Justice degree program
at Humber Institute in Toronto.
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Opportunities |
\Vonder how people
get into Walmart I
flyers, print ads,
Coke commercials,
movies, radio, TV
shows & more?

It's no secret,
$ many got started
by attending a
Starcast Search!

Thurs Dec 1
The Club At
North Halton
363 Maple Ave.

E of Trafalgar, lower level
Come anytime W/

Don't miss
Out! $39 + HST
Refunded if not
accepted.Scouting
4yrs+, all genders,
ethnicities, & sizes!
We are not an
Agency!

| Get$10offat
www.starcastsg
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Save up to $1000 per couple with Trafalgar when
TRAFAI-GAR you book with Vision 2000 Cruises & Vacations and
take advantage of the Early Booking Bonus

1000 PER COUPLE

nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

December I, 2011 and SAVE!
12 day or longer Tour
Air-Inclusive Savings
Land-Only Savings

11 day or less Tour
Air-Inclusive Savings
Land-Only Savings

Georgetown
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 oo

Offer valid on new Europe 2012 bookings for travel April |, 2012- Oct. 31, 2012. Deposit of $200 per person due within 7 days of booking. Full payment
required by Dec Ist, 201 |. Land & Air tour must be booked  at the same time. Number of nights is based on tour length, pre/post nights’ accommodations &
tour extensions do not apply. Offer valid on select tour itineraries only. Offer is combinable with brochure discounts (except standard Early Payment Discount
and Young Traveler Discount). Cannot be combined with other limited time promotional offers. Subject to availability and may be withdrawn at any. Other
conditions apply.

1000 per couple
800 per couple

700 per couple
500 per couple

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com
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STRICTLY FISH & REPTILES

* TROPICAL & MARINE FISH ¢ FILTERS & FOODS ¢ LIGHTING SYSTEMS
~ *REPTILES * CAT & DOG SUPPLIES ¢ STARTER KITS
' GIFT CERTIFICATES
128 Guelph St., Georgetown

905 » 877 * FISH (3471

$300,000 of Life Insurance for $12° a month
FEMALE MONTHLY RATES

L 2ed A 2ed L %3 24 2l v 224 v %24 L oed el R ozd
25 10.89 14.85 19.80 2340 26.24 4500 25 837 10.37 12.96 14.40 1575 22.50
30 11.25 14.85 19.80 23.40 27.00 4500 30 8.82 11.43 1431 16.56 18.33 27.90
35 11.43 16.11 19.17 2331 26.10 4545 35 9.63 13.41 1559 19.58 20.25 35.10
40 13.50 20.07 24.03 29.79 34.65 62.55 40 11.43 16.83 19.58 2439 2475 44.10
45 17.19 27.27 3375 4275 51.75 96.95 451374 2097 2542 32.31 34.65 63.90
50 22.45 37.44 49.95 64.35 78.30 150.33 50 18.27 28.02 36.00 46.80 54.00 101.25
55 34.07 60.75 84.51 110.43 135.00 262.35 55 26.10 45.00 60.84 79.47 86.40 167.40
60 52.47 98.19 143.55 189.45 225.45 445.05 60 39.16 69.21 100.35 131.85 157.95 310.95

65 86.31 165.37 244.80 324.45 399.60 792.45 65 58.95 110.25 162.25 214.20 261.90 517.05

call: Mark Mohan, UFs Financial
5800 Ambler Drive, Suite #117, Mississauga, ON L4W 4R4
email: insured@rogers.com cell: 416-577-7773
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An Invitation
To You & Your Family
To Our
Annual Christmas
Remembrance Service

3 pm Saturday, December 3rd, 20I1

at the ].S. Jones & Son Funeral Home
11582 Trafalgar Rd., Georgetown

Presiding over the service
Rev. Paul Ivany
& Fr. Dave Wynen

D=4

Refreshments to follow in the Trafalgar Room

Please call the Funeral Home at 905-877-3631
to confirm your attendance
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