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Forgotten war
memorial plaque
fi nds new home

It was 20 years ago— 1991.
The Abitibi Provincial Paper Mill closed down 

after years of being one of the main employers in 
Georgetown. 

As the various items and machinery were be-
ing cleared out of the buildings,  there  was a large 
bronze plaque hanging on the wall in one of the 
rooms.

It listed the names of 18 Second World War sol-
diers— all employees of the then-Provincial Paper 
Limited, who had lost their lives while on active 
duty.

The names were M. Badre, W. Carney, C. Carpen-
ter, R. Cartmell, L. Denneny, G. Dillon, J. Hemphill, 
W. Hukkanen, R. Hunter, D. Isaacs, J. Keating, W. 
Lanktree, J. C. McGregor, W. Murphy, H. Nelson, G. 
Robertson, J. Teskey and J. O. Weldon. 

On a line below the names was the inscription, 
‘They Gave Their All In The Cause Of Freedom’.

The company, not sure what to do with it, decid-
ed to place the 100 lb. plaque in the care of some 
people they knew who would fi nd the proper place 
for it— the Royal Canadian Legion.

Being quite large and heavy, Branch 120 (George-
town) Legion members found it necessary to fi nd a 
suitable interim place to store it until they could de-
cide what to do with it.

At the time, it was assumed that it would prob-
ably be placed at Greenwood Cemetery, displayed 
somewhere on the grounds.

Veteran Shel Lawr poses with a memorial plaque from Pro-
vincial Paper Ltd., which listed the names of 18 veterans— all 
mill workers who were killed in the Second World War. When 
the mill closed in 1991 the plaque, which hung in one of 
the mill’s rooms. was removed and given to the Georgetown 
Legion Branch. Lawr, a Legion member took it to Greenwood 

Cemetery for temporary storage, but a recent similar story in 
this newspaper, featuring Georgetown District High School 
students, sparked Lawr’s memory and the 100 lb. plaque was 
found in the cemetery’s storage shed where it rested for 20 
years. 

Photo by Ted Brown

By  TED BROWN
Staff Writer

See PLAQUE, pg. 5
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