Taurus SHO packs plenty of pleasant surprises :
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Ford’s latest lineup of Ecoboost en-
gines finds a replacement for displace-
ment with turbocharging.

In this particular case, The SHO uti-
lizes twin turbochargers, instead of a
larger single unit, reducing the ‘turbo
lag’ often associated with earlier-gener-
ation turbos, delivering a linear flow of
power across a broad torque band from
1,500 to 5,500 rpm.

Another key feature of this EcoBoost
V6 is a direct injection system that im-
proves throttle response, reduces cold
start emissions and even benefits fuel
economy.

Ford rightfully boasts of V8 power
without compromise to V6 fuel econo-
my’ but, of course, one hand giveth and
one hand taketh away, in this case ne-
gating some of the fuel savings with a
premium octane recommendation.

Taurus SHO engine power is chan-
neled smoothly through a six-speed
SelectShift transmission that allows
normal automatic operation or driver-
controlled manual shifts via the tucked-
in steering wheel paddles.

All-wheel drive is standard on the
SHO, and this sophisticated torque-
sensing system automatically puts pow-
er to the wheels with the best traction,
adding a sense of all-weather security to
its high-performance traction abilities.

The 2011 Taurus SHO has a few other
performance tricks up its sleeve, includ-
ing an Electric Power Assist Steering
(EPAS) system.

This electrically powered system was
designed for responsive road feel but it
also makes a minor contribution to fuel
economy due to the lack of parasitic drag
off the engine. A firm ride and confident
handling come courtesy of a sport-tuned
suspension featuring unique shock ab-
sorbers, springs, stabilizer bars and a
multilink SR1 rear suspension design.

With all that performance technology
packed into the car, you'd expect a high
level of standard equipment as well.

And you’d be right.

Pretty well everything included in the
top-of-the-line Limited AWD version

A leather-wrapped interior features Miko suede inserts on massaging 10-way powered
seats along, a choice of seven ambient lighting colours, plenty of elbow room and a

host of standard and optional luxuries.

makes it into the SHO along with the
performance enhancements — things
like a 390-watt home theatre-style SONY
audio system, a rear view camera, blind
spot sensors, a power rear sunshade,
seven-colour ambient lighting and a
whole lot more.

Options include adaptive cruise con-
trol and collision warning with brake
support and a voice-activated Naviga-
tion System with a right-inch touch
screen and 10GB of digital hard drive
storage to bolster the audio system. The
Taurus SHO can be personalized further
from the accessory list with dual DVD
headrest screens and other assorted

bells and whistles.

And all of these features accent a
roomy, full-size interior with leather-
trimmed 10-way power adjustable seats
with Miko suede inserts.

And, lest you forget youre in first
class accommodations with a serious
performance slant, the SHO accelerator
and brake pedals are trimmed in alumi-
num, the console, instrument and door
panels are marked with SHO-specific
aluminum appliquEs and SHO brand-
ing is inscribed on the floor mats and
instrument panel.

Now that youre more familiar with
the qualities of the Taurus SHO, you

Under the hood, the 2011
Taurus SHO hides a Super
High Output (SHO) 3.5-litre
twin-turbocharged V-6 Eco-
& boost engine making 365 hp
| at 5,500 rpm and 350 Ib/ft
of torque peaking at 3,500
rom while offering a reason-
able fuel economy rating of
12.4/8.1/100km (city/hwy).

might spot a few hints of both the beau-
ty and the beast within but, as Ford puts
it, ‘the key element of the authentic SHO
formula is the subtlety of it unique exte-
rior design cues’.

Like the standard 20-inch Michelin 5
high-performance tires on premium %
painted wheels, discreet badging, ag
slightly different grille, a subtle spoiler 9 S
on the decklid and twin chrome exhaust *
tips peaking out from under its skirts.

My tester was wrapped in Kona Blue
Metallic, a new colour for 2011 and,
some of the 2012 models now appearing
at dealers will have other minor packag-
ing changes for a new year.

Ford has announced more significant
changes for the upcoming 2013 Taurus
lineup — a thrifty 2.0-litre Ecoboost
four-cylinder version, more power for
the regular model's V6 and handling
tweaks for an upgraded SHO.

For now, 2011 SHO models, as tested
here, seem to be the best deal, listing
for about $4,000 less than the 2012 ver-
sions.

The Taurus SHO does not come cheap
but it does come complete, with all the
roomy utility of a full-size sedan, with a
long list of included luxuries and ame-
nities, and with enough power and han-
dling potential to satisfy even the most
dedicated performance enthusiast.

Yeah, this ‘sleeper’ might surprise the
car in the next lane.

It will definitely surprise you.

Ford Taurus SHO 2011
at a glance

BODY STYLE: full-size perfor-
mance sedan

DRIVE METHOD: front-engine,
all-wheel drive.

ENGINE: 3.5-litre Super High
Output (SHO) twin-turbocharged V-6
Ecoboost (365 hp, 350 lb/ft)

FUEL ECONOMY:
12.4/8.1L/100km (city/hwy)

CARGO: 569 litres

PRICE: $44,199

WEBSITE: www.ford.ca
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Hurry in and see how easy it is to spend less. Only at your Ontario Ford Store or ontarioford.ca
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INCLUDES $1,500 MANUFACTURER REBATE. OFFER EXCLUDES TAXES

AVAILABLE ﬁ TRACTION
4xX4 3 > CONTROL

Best in Class Fuel Economy™
(non hybrid models)

ELECTRONIC
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CONTROL

E==WHOLESALE

*1,000

ELIGIBLE COSTCO*
MEMBERS RECEIVE

ON MOST 2011 AND 2012
FORD VEHICLES.
VISIT FORDCOSTCO.CA

Our advertised prices include Freight, Air Tax, PPSA and the Stewardship Ontario Environmental
Fee. Add dealer administration and registration fees of up to $799, fuel fill charge of up to $120
and applicable taxes, then drive away.

Drive one.

Vehicle(s) may be shown with optional equipment. Dealer may sell or lease for less. Limited time offers. Offers may be cancelled at any time without notice. See your Ford Dealer for complete details or call the Ford Customer Relationship Centre at 1-800-565-3673. *Purchase a new 2011 F-150 Regular Cab XL for [$19,999] after Total Manufacturer Rebate of [$1,500] deducted. Taxes payable on full amount of purchase price after Manufacturer Rebate has

been deducted. Offers include freight, air tax, PPSA and Stewardship Ontario Er Fee but exclude

ion and registration fees of up to $799, fuel fill charge of up to $120 and all applicable taxes. All prices are based on Manufacturer's Suggested Retail Price. Delivery Allowances can be used in conjunction with most retail consumer offers made available by Ford of Canada at either the time of factory order or delivery, but not both. Delivery

Allowances are not combinable with any fleet consumer incentives. A/Class is Full-Size Pickups under 8,500 Ibs. GVWR, non-hybrid. Estimated fuel consumption ratings for the 2011 F-150 4X2 3.7L. V6 SST: 12.8L/100km city and 8.9L/100km hwy based on Transport Canada approved test methods. Actual fuel consumption will vary based on road conditions, vehicle loading and driving habits. 11 Offer only valid from September 1, 2011 to October 31,
2011 (the “Offer Period") to resident Canadians with a Costco membership on or before August 31, 2011. Use this $1,000CDN Costco member offer towards the purchase or lease of a new 2011/2012 Ford/Lincoln vehicle (excluding Fiesta, Focus, Ranger, Raptor, GT500, Mustang Boss 302, Transit Connect EV & Medium Truck) (each an “Eligible Viehicle"). The Eligible Vehicle must be delivered and/or factory-ordered from your participating Ford/Lincoln dealer
within the Offer Period. Offer is only valid at participating dealers, is subject to vehicle availability, and may be cancelled or changed at any time without notice. Only one (1) offer may be applied towards the purchase or lease of one (1) Eligible Vehicle, up to a maximum of two (2) separate Eligible Vehicle sales per Costco Membership Number. Offer is transferable to persons domiciled with an eligible Costco member. This offer can be used in conjunction with
most retail consumer offers made available by Ford Motor Company of Canada at either the time of factory order (if ordered within the Offer Period) or delivery, but not both. Offer is not combinable with any CPA/GPC or Daily Rental incentives, the Commercial Upfit Program or the Commercial Fleet Incentive Program (CFIP). Applicable taxes calculated before $1,000CDN offer is deducted.
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