Local resident earns PM award

Kim Speer recognized
for work with
Kindgarten students

By EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

Georgetown resident Kim Speer was
recently recognized by Prime Minister
Stephen Harper for her educational ef-
forts with Kindergarten students at an
Oakville independent school.

Speer, 43, received the Prime Minister’s
Award for Teaching Excellence in Early
Childhood Education along with nine
other teachers from across Canada at a
ceremony earlier this month in Ottawa.

Speer, a Dunnville native, was nomi-
nated for the award by her colleagues at
the Oakville Academy for the Arts, where
she’s the director of its Kinderschool pro-
gram.

Hired by the academy six years ago to
establish its Junior and Senior Kinder-
garten programs from scratch, Speer’s
philosophy on learning is a “concentric
circles” approach using the theme of Spe-
cial Me, in which family and the commu-
nity are partners in the child’s education.

“We're all teachers and experts in our
own domain, even my four-year-old stu-
dents, who are experts about themselves
and their own lives,” said Speer, who
plans to eventually open an arts-based
school in Georgetown.

“We start with the child first and we
speak to what they know and when you
have children buying into the education,
their community is going to facilitate
even greater learning. Every four- and
five-year-old is proud of their home and
what street they live on and where they
go to play, so if you focus on what they're
experts on, maybe at the end of SK
they've progressed because they've trav-
eled a bit.”

Georgetown resident Kim Speer poses with
Prime Minister Stephen Harper after a cer-
emony in which the PM honoured 10 educa-
tors from across Canada with Teaching Excel-
lence in Early Childhood Education awards.
Speer is the director of the Kinderschool pro-
gram at Oakville Academy of the Arts.
Submitted photo

Speer shares with the students “Little
Kim” modern-day morality tales about
a certain grown-up who could be some-
what mischievous at times in real life.
A Celebration Calendar also goes home
with each student so that they can record
meaningful dates of special meaning.

As well as receiving the PM’s award,
Speer took part in an educational brain-
storming conference called Best Practices
with the other recipients that was record-
ed by a professional writer, who will in
turn produce a document called Teaching
to the Power of Ten. Each award winner
made a 12-minute presentation about the
uniqueness of their respective school set-
tings and why they were selected from the

more than 300 nominees for the honour.

“It was a fascinating experience to hear
someone from the Yukon talk about what
they perceived as trends in their area and
what the trends were in Quebec or On-
tario, then meld those together and come
up with top-10 lists that were fairly rep-
resentative of the nation. It was a privi-
lege and a really neat task, but it was hard
work, too.”

Almost as difficult was the nomination
process with rigid guidelines for the can-
didates to meet, consisting of a 40-page
document that included endorsement let-
ters from parents, the kindergartners and
fellow teachers.

“Knowing that people were willing to
go to those lengths on my behalf was a
gift in and of itself,” Speer said.

“It’s like a gift to me that I'll keep for-
ever.”

Although she did get to speak briefly
with Harper at a special pin presentation,
the award was officially presented the
next day by Leader of the Government in
the House of Commons, Peter Van Loan,
as the PM was called away for other du-
ties.

There was another reception hosted by
Harper’s wife Laureen at the Prime Min-
ister’s residence to which the recipients
were able to bring a guest, with Speer
choosing her nine-year-old daughter Lib-
by, the only youngster out of the award
guests to attend.

“Libby’s a Grade 5 student doing her
civics project right now, so it was perfect
timing,” she added.

“To be there with her at a stage in her
development when she has this unbri-
dled enthusiasm and an understanding
of the tradition of 24 Sussex, and that
she’s meeting the wife of the head of our
government, it was a great thrill to see it
through her eyes.”

Certificates of Excellence come with a
gift of $5,000, to be shared by the teacher
and school, along with the pin and a let-
ter from the prime minister.
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Protect your identity by shredding personal
documents. donation of $5 for each bag or $10 a
box, tax receipt issued for all donations over $20.

All proceeds support the
Halton Down Syndrome Association.

Visit: www.haltondownsyndrome.com
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Making sure

*LIFE CHANGES
*CONFLICT MANAGEMENT
*PERSONAL GROWTH

38 OAK STREET,
GEORGETOWN ONTARIO

(905) 873-9393

HTTP://FORGECOACHINGANDCONSULTING.COM
INFO@FORGECOACHINGANDCONSULTING.COM

3 weeks to a more joyous you!

HOPE CONNECTION

COUNSELLING SERVICES

416-577-HOPE (4673)

hopeconnection@gmail.com
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Denture

IMPLANT DENTURES

WHAT IS AN IMPLANT DENTURE?

A dental implant is a support made of
titanium which has the ability of adhering
permanently to bony tissue. The implants
are inserted into the jawbone under the
gum tissue, by an oral surgeon. After the
healing period, anchoring posts are gently
inserted through the gum tissue to
provide a comfortable stable support on
which an implant denture, can be secured.
Implants are a safe, approved alternative
for those who want increased comfort,
improved appearance and better chewing
ability. We make custom implant dentures
in our own lab, located right on the
premises.

You do not need a referral, simply call
our office direct for an appointment. Our
office offers “no charge” consultations.

Creating confident smiles since 1982. [\’

Alexander Trenton, DD, F.C.A.D. (A)
Denturist
Georgetown Denture Clinic,

18 Church Street,

Georgetown, Ontario

905-877-2359

(Across from the Library and Cultural Centre)

By Cory Soal

R.H.A.D.

You have probably heard that
legislation has been passed that
targets drivers using cell phones
while operating a motor vehicle. We
all know that distractions are a
dangerous combination and common
part of driving on today's congested
roadways. Any way to lessen the
number of distractions faced daily
would greatly help one to focus on
the task at hand, and get on with their
day. At the Georgetown Hearing
Clinic, we do not condone the use of
cell phones while driving, but when
absolutely necessary, a hands free
device, such as a speaker phone, line
Onstar™ or a bluetooth connected
earpiece can be very useful and help
reduce distraction - not to mention
allow the driver the use of both
hands.

At The Georgetown Hearing Clinic,
we provide a wide variety of custom
fit and non custom fit bluetooth hands
free devices.

'The Georgetown <"

HEARING CLINIC
We care about your hearing!
Professional Arts Building
99 Sinclair Ave., Suite 210
Georgetown

(905) 873-6642
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