Ten feet up is nothing...

This past weekend, I decided we
had to be prepared for the onslaught
of winter.

And part of being prepared is to
get the buildings in shape.

When The Sidekick said to me
“What are we doing this weekend?”
I said we're doing eaves troughs.

Now she’s pretty good when I sug-
gest cleaning the eaves troughs. She
doesn’t complain, or find another
place she has to be.

But I do know it’s not really her
favourite job.

You see, cleaning the gunky rot-
ten leaves out of the gutters isn’t one
of those jobs that we can tackle like
my urban counterparts.

We don’t have the water pressure
to blow the crap out of them with a
garden hose.

And trying to do it with the pres-
sure washer isn’'t the most conve-
nient way either, as we have only a
few outdoor electrical outlets. Be-
sides, it’s a long way around the old
farm house, and the ground is quite
uneven.

So when it comes to cleaning out
the eaves troughs, I use the best tool
known to a farmer.

The front-end loader.

Yup, maintaining my ‘mantra in
life’ where, whenever possible, T will
always use hydraulics rather than
muscle power, the front-end loader
is the tool of choice.

And guess who has the fun of sit-
ting in the loader bucket to be lifted
up to eaves trough level?

You guessed it, The Sidekick.

You see, I can’t do it— I have to be
on the tractor to operate the loader.

And I don’t think Hamish the dog,
intelligent as he is, would be able to
scrape the gunk out of the gutters,
and toss it in the loader bucket.

Besides, he’d get his paws all
dirty.

I would go up in the bucket to do
the job, but The Sidekick isn’t really
too sure of herself when it comes to
operating the Massey Ferguson trac-
tor. If it were the International, she
might give it a shot.

And she claims she doesn’t wanna
kill me with a slip of the hydraulic
lever— but some days she might dis-
pute that.

Ted
Brown

So she does it willingly, in spite of
the fact it’s a crappy job.

Before we did the job this year,
The Sidekick was chatting with my
youngest daughter. In the past, she’s
also been my in-the-loader-eaves-
trough-cleaner-outter.

They compared notes— grossness
of the gunk, how cold their fingers

got, how safe they felt with me oper- §

ating the loader... Okay, I might have
imagined that one.

That day, The Sidekick climbed
into the bucket and I slowly raised
it up. Although she never says any-
thing, I can see the white knuckles
showing through the rubber gloves
that she wears. And she really
shouldn’t grit her teeth so much.

The front of the house isn’t too
bad, level, and about 10 feet off the
ground.

Ten feet up is nothing.

But there is one section that is
closer to 16 feet off the ground.

In spite of the fact the loader ‘al-
most’ reaches that gutter, The Side-
kick tends to be a little shakier at
that height.

I will say, with white knuckles and
quivering knees, the little trouper
tackled those eaves troughs and the
rain water is now running out the
downspouts like a good thing.

As T dumped the loader bucket
with the black gunk in it, and she
was wringing out her wet jacket
sleeve, she commented how nice it
was to have that job done.

I agreed and told her it was great
having clean eaves troughs— makes
the next job in November that much
easier.

You know, putting up the Christ-
mas lights.

—Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@theifp.ca
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#//Auditions for GLT Neil Simon’s The Dinner Party\§
Will be held on Tues. Oct. 25 & Wed. Oct 26 at 7:30 pm at the

d 1 R0|eS fOI' 3 men and 3 women ages 25 45 WWW. georgetown“tt'etheatre ca ‘M
Preparation : Optional 1-3 minute Comic Monologue or 905-877

(PERFORMANCE DATES Feb. 3-5; 9-12; 16-18 2012 Acton Town Hall Centre /Jj

33 Stewarttown Rd

for information see website

-3422 (leave message)

Sail in 2011 and receive up to
$300 p.p. Shipboard Credit!

BIG SAVINGS ON 2011 CRUISES

* Shipboard credit on all -
Holland America 201 | cruises

* Additional BONUS shipboard credit
on over 20 cruises

* Additional BONUS Pinnacle Grill dinner
on over |10 cruises

VIS‘?ON 2000

GROUPE VOYAGES + TRAVEL GROUP

Only at Vision 2000 Cruises & Vacations 3
T

Georgetown

328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 oo

Vision 2000 Exclusive Bonus Applies to NEW Bookings only. Cruise must depart prior to (& including) Dec. 14, 201 . Onboard Credit offer applies to Ist &
2nd passenger in the stateroom Only. Not applicable to holiday sailings. Onboard credit amounts are determined by cost per person of the cruise. Vision 2000
Cruises & Vacations reserves the right to withdraw this promotion without any prior notice. Ships Registry - The Netherlands.

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com

1102 ‘02 18qo100 ‘ABpsiny] ‘ssald 8814 g Juspuadepu| _

Mayor’'s Masquerade Ball

A Fundraiser in support of The Georgetown Hospital
Presenting Sponsor: Dufferin Aggregates

Date: Saturday October 22nd
Dress: A Black & White Affair

Tickets $75 each - Contact Nancy Surette 905-873-2601 x 2340

7:30 PM
Old Acton Town Hall

Time:

Location:

Your ticket includes a fun evening of entertainment including
a Casino, Acton Crooner “Monty Greig”, Illusionist Kyle
Livingston, a midnight buffet and great raffle prizes!

Thank you to our proud Sponsors:

CALLOWAY

PREMIUM
OUTLETS

ONLY 4-6 TREATMENTS NEEDED!

To free you from that unwanted hair.
* Affordable ¢ Safe ¢ Gentle
* Permanent Hair Reduction
Now Offering: Reiki, Reflexology
and Aromatherapy.

Gall today for onr Flll Speeials

* Certified Electrologists & Laser Technicians

Bare Image Slectrolysis & faser Ine.
« 61 Main St. South, Georgetown + 905-673-6388 Since 1999 www.bareimage.ca

Always wanted to attempt boxing but
don’t know where to start?

We can help! It doesn’t matter if
you're in great shape or in terrible
shape, this program is perfect for
keeping you fit, and getting you fit!
All while you learn the skill of boxing!

BORELANDSMMA

905-873-9489
348 Guelph St., #11

Georgetown, Ontario
borelands.ca
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