
OPINION
Maybe it was the stunning weather.
Perhaps it was the thought of enjoying a tur-

key dinner with all the trimmings at a relative’s 
house.

It could have even been the chance to enjoy 
one fi nal day at the beach or cottage.

Or maybe—more likely— it was that many 
Ontario motorists left their common sense at 
home this past weekend.

How else can one explain that, province-
wide, the Ontario Provincial Police laid a total 
of 10,531 charges over the Thanksgiving holiday 
weekend.

Anyway you look at it, that is both an astound-
ing, and disturbing, number of charges.

Among those 10,000-plus charges were: 
• 6,065 charges for speeding 
• 124 charges for drinking and driving of-

fences 
• 87 charges for street racing 
• 1,013 people were charged for not wearing 

seat belts
• 306 were charged with distracted driving
And these were the drivers OPP offi cers caught 

breaking the law. How about the ones who were 
fortunate enough to escape the long arm of the 
law?

Clearly, there are far too many drivers on the 
road who either shouldn’t be or who are in seri-
ous need of retraining.

Ontario’s seatbelt law has been in effect for 
more than 35 years, yet over the weekend offi -
cers were able to nab more than 1,000 people for 
not wearing their seatbelts. How can it be that, 
for many drivers, the message has not sunk in 
that seatbelts save lives? 

You don’t see people smoking in public facili-
ties anymore, yet anti-smoking laws have only 
been on the books for a fraction of the time the 
seatbelt law has. Why the public adherence to 
one law yet not to another?

Obviously, turkeys weren’t only on dinner ta-
bles this past weekend— they were on our road-
ways as well.
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Letters to the editor

Dear editor,
Signs in opposition to the new GTA 

West Corridor highways proposed 
for north Halton are popping up like 
mushrooms these days. 

It’s good to see a community come 
together to fi ght a common cause. 

One of the major concerns ex-
pressed is the potential for loss of 
prime agricultural land. I fi nd it inter-
esting that this concern is expressed 
in your paper, more from what I’ve 
read, by the non-farming community. 

The front page story on August 18 
regarding road rage facing our local 
farmers and the congestion on our 
roads deserves more attention.    

Well respected local farmers were 
quoted as saying how dangerous the 
roads have become, that it’s not worth 
the aggravation and risk and “one of 
the major reasons so many famers 
have left and moved from Halton and 
Peel”. 

Let’s now consider what our local 
politicians have done to alleviate this 
situation; unanimously approved a 
huge warehousing facility on Steeles 
Ave. that would have brought hun-
dreds of trucks onto our roads daily. 

Less than a kilometre further along 
Steeles Ave. approved a “Premium 
Outlet Mall” with 100 commercial 
outlets which, for those of you who 
are not aware, is a destination shop-
ping center that will bring thousands 
of shoppers and their vehicles onto 
our roads. A similar mall to this one, 
managed by the same Simon Property 
Group, Inc. in Grove City, Pennsylva-
nia, on one weekend in 2006, created 
a traffi c jam 16 kilometres long! 

 It’s good to see that our elected of-
fi cials stand fi rmly behind our citizens 
to thwart a solution to our traffi c 
congestion problems. Is it just about 
the money or is there an election com-
ing soon?   

Rod Eller, Georgetown
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With the Liberals now running the province 
with a minority government, will it run better 

than when they had a majority?

    • Yes (35%)
    • It will make no difference (33%)

    • No (32%)
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house league baseball alive in George-
town over the next few years.

 We will be having a general meet-
ing Thursday, October 20 at 7 p.m. in 
the Cedarvale Community Hall (Maple 
Nursery School) to help set up a new 
group to continue girls softball in 
Georgetown. Please attend this meeting 
if you have any interest in helping out.

We hope you will remember the 
Georgetown Kinsmen Girls Softball 
League with fondness.

Jim Ford and 
Dr. Ron Lefebvre, 

Kinsmen Club of Georgetown

Dear editor,
We would like to thank The Inde-

pendent & Free Press for their coverage 
of Kinsmen Girls Softball over the past 
many years.

Unfortunately due to declining 
enrollment and diffi culty fi nding vol-
unteers, this was the last year that the 
league will exist as the Kinsmen Girls 
Softball League.

At our Day of Champs, Jim Ford 
and I had many people approach who 
expressed interest in keeping girls’ 

Dear editor, 
We have placed many lawn signs in 

the area for opposition to the Hwy. 4-3 
proposal. Before we place the signs we 
speak to every owner and get permis-
sion to do so. 

It would appear that the signs are 
now the target of vandals who are re-
moving them at night. The area which 
seems to be targeted is along Five 
Sideroad. 

It would be sad if we have to fi le 
a police report and have charges laid 
of  mischief or vandalism and would 
ask that they be returned back to their 
original locations.  

Wendy Bruchal, Georgetown

Vandals target signs

Final out for Kin ball?

In
d

ep
en

d
en

t &
 F

re
e 

P
re

ss
,T

hu
rs

d
ay

, O
ct

ob
er

 1
3,

 2
01

1 
6



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


