Kicking back with a Lord

Okay, it's not every day one gets to
chill out with a real live Lord.

Last week, I had the opportunity to
hang out with John Charles Harold Fer-
dinand Lyon-Dalberg-Acton, 5th Baron
Acton. Now if that ain’t an intimidating
name, man, I don’t know what is.

But when T met him at Robert Little
School, his intro was brief and friendly.

“Hi Ted, I'm Johnny.”

Later I sat and chatted with Johnny,
over a coffee (on my part) and ice tea
for Johnny, as we discussed all sorts of
things between here and there— ‘there’
being the United Kingdom, more specif-
ically the County of Gloucestershire—
and ‘here’ being, well here, Halton
Hills.

An accomplished author of 14 books
and sometimes pig farmer, Johnny Ac-
ton was not only a delight to chat with,
but downright interesting. We talked a
bit about farming and his raising some
heritage breed pigs. I explained sheep
farming to him to a small degree— af-
ter all, his home county is covered with
sheep in the rolling hills.

He spoke of his family history, when
his great-great-grandfather lost a leg
during the great civil war in England in
1642.

“He probably just banged his leg— no
one is quite sure of the severity of the
actual wound— but by the time the sto-
ry had been handed down through the
generations, it'd been blown right off,”
grinned Johnny.

Whatever the story is, the wound—
and his military service— resulted in him
becoming a hereditary peer, or Lord for
life, a title to be passed down to future
generations of eldest male children.

“Although I knew it was going to hap-
pen to me, I didn’t expect to become
a Lord so early in my life,” explained
Johnny. “But with the passing of my fa-
ther last year, I inherited it at a much
younger age. My father was only 69
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years old when he died.

“But it’s really just a title, a bit of no-
bility,” said Johnny. “It may give us a
good seat in a restaurant, but other than
that, it’s just a title.”

However, that title has certainly given
Lord and Lady Acton a good ‘seat’ while
visiting Acton.

They enjoyed taking part at Acton Fall
Fair last weekend, toured various farm-
ing operations on the Halton Agricultur-
al Advisory Committee bus tour, spoke
at the Acton Town Hall dinner, and Lord
Johnny will be doing a book reading at
the Acton Branch of Halton Hills Public
Library tonight (Thursday).

In addition, they have also had a visit
to the United States, and a brief stay at
a cottage in Muskoka.

So when Lord John and Lady Lucinda,
(a.k.a. ‘Johnny and Percy’,) depart from
Acton this coming weekend, they will
leave behind many new friends— but
I'm sure they will also take back many
fond memories of their time in Acton.

I've personally enjoyed visiting with
Johnny and Percy, while they've been
here.

I was their chauffeur one evening,
and we've enjoyed a number of good
chats.

So I can now honestly say I've made
friends with a Lord.

But, just to be clear, he’s not the one
who presented Moses with the Ten Com-

mandments.
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It's Party Time
SAT.Oct.1,12-5PM
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Purchase $60.00 in the store and receive a

COMPLIMENTARY GOODIE BAG

(courtesy of the Cosmetic Dept.) and fill out a

ballot to win a Lise Watier Makeup Trunk filled with

fabulous cosmetics and many other great prizes!!

Book an appointment with one of our
in-house makeup artists and receive an

EXTRA SPECIAL GIFT with your purchase.

Enjoy our hospitality with great prizes, great
food, and as always...proceeds go to the

PRETTY
LITTLE PARTY

LOOK GOOD FEEL BETTER organization for
women living with cancer in our community.

WHAT: Complimentary Makeovers, Skin care
demonstrations, Prizes, Gift basket giveaways,
Complimentary samples, Refreshments.

WHO: Beauty lovers like you
PLUS GUESTS: Tell all your friends!
HOW: Space is limited. Get your tickets in advance
Tickets|are|$10:00]($5.00/to]L'GFB]and|$5.00)towards)your,
cosmetic/purchase)]...ask(abeauty/expert:for,details
or.call|905-877-2291 ext.[42

FREE
PRESCRIPTION
DELIVERY

SHOPPERS

DRUG MART
265 Guelph St. E., Georgetown

OPEN 7 DAY
A WEEK ‘TIL
MIDNIGHT
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