Four councillors support
Grit uploading platform

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Backed by four members of Halton Hills
council, Liberal candidate Moya Johnson
warned Friday a Tim Hudak-led PC provin-
cial government would mean higher mu-
nicipal taxes.

“Property taxes will definitely increase in
the Halton Hills area under Tim Hudak and
PC candidate Ted Arnott as they cut servic-
es and download onto municipalities,” said
Johnson. “The Hudak PCs are dangerous
for those of us who pay property taxes.”

But PC candidate Ted Arnott said in an
interview that’s completely
false.

“The Liberal candidate
is attempting to distract
voters from the Liberal
record on taxes, and her
press release contains
statements which are in-
accurate and mislead-
ing,” said Arnott.

In a press conference
Friday morning, Johnson
said PC Leader Hudak at
the recent Association
of Ontario Municipali-
ties (AMO) conference
stated he would review
an uploading agreement currently between
municipalities and the Liberal government.
That 2008 agreement, committed the Prov-
ince to upload social assistance benefits
and court security costs from municipal
property taxes back to Provincial financial
control. It was drafted after the former PC-
led government downloaded $3 billion of
provincial social and court programs to
municipal taxpayers, said Johnson.

While the Liberals, NDP and Green Party
leaders reaffirmed their commitment to the
remaining years of the deal, the PC leader
did not. On the AMO website, Hudak would
also not give assurances that he would not
download costs or add new ones to munici-
palities’ property tax base.

“The translation of that is that uploading
will stop and the downloading will start,”
said Johnson.

Arnott called that twisting the truth.

“Tim Hudak has articulated no down-
loading scheme which will drive up your
property taxes,” he said. “He essentially
said he would maintain the uploading of
costs which has taken place to date, but
he couldn’t guarantee the policy of gradu-
ally uploading more costs could be carried
forward in the coming years, until we learn
the true financial picture of the Province af-
ter the election.”

Backing Johnson on this issue were four
members of Halton Hills council— Mayor
Rick Bonnette and Councillors Jane Fogal,
Jon Hurst and Ann Lawlor.

The three councillors have all endorsed
Johnson’s candidacy— Fogal even nomi-
nated Johnson. Bonnette said, while he is
not endorsing any candidate or party, he is
firmly on side on the uploading issue.

Councillors,
Fogal, Jon Hurst, Mayor Rick
Bonnette and Ann Lawlor sup-
port Liberal candidate Moya
Johnson’s (centre) position on
provincial uploading.
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Fogal, Lawlor and Bonnette were all at
the AMO conference too and heard Hudak’s
comments.

“There are some areas where Hudak
is in agreement (with municipalities) and
provides some of the answers we want. But
there is a key one here on uploading that
he’s not on side with,” said Fogal. “That’s
why we're here today.”

As chair of Halton Region’s administra-
tion and finance committee, Fogal said,
“we seen over the last few years that the
Region’s budget has come in at zero per
cent increase and that'’s largely because of
the uploading that has been going on. Each
year it provides us with the
tax room to come in at zero.
But as soon as that upload-
ing stops, our budget is go-
ing to be impacted. Either
we would have to cut ser-
| vices or we would have to
R have an increase.”

Bonnette pointed out
when the PC-led provin-
cial government forced the
905 municipalities to pay
the City of Toronto’s social
services costs, also known
as “pooling”, Halton Hills
taxpayers’ share was $4.1
million each year.

“I'm here as a very concerned person to
ensure the uploading continues. Because
downloading is the most secretive tax there
is,” Bonnette said.

“Halton Hills is counting on the contin-
ued uploads and support that was agreed
to with the Liberal provincial government
and Ontario municipalities,” said Bonnette,
adding he would like to see a similar com-
mitment from the other parties.

Arnott said, “T would hope that the up-
loading of social services costs can con-
tinue in the coming years. Notwithstand-
ing Liberal election promises, it is also true
that whoever forms the next government
will have its options limited by the reality
of the massive provincial deficit, which is
at least $16 billion.”

NDP candidate Dale Hamilton said the
NDP will work with the municipal lead-
ers on a positive plan to make life afford-
able and to make the municipalities work
including continuing with the upload of
costs for social assistance and court secu-
rity. Hamilton said, as a former municipal
councillor for the Township of Eramosa,
she understands the impact provincial de-
cisions can have on municipalities.

Green Party candidate Raymond Dart-
sch said, “The last time Tim Hudak and his
party were in power, Ontario’s municipali-
ties took a brutal fiscal clobbering. Ontario
voters who pay property taxes, or who pay
rent to an owner who pays property taxes,
should be cautious.”

For more information visit the AMO
website: www.amo.on.ca

For more election coverage visit www.
theifp.ca and see provelection2011 un-
der the Hot Topics bar.
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HEAR WHAT PEOPLE ARE SAYING...

ABOUTYOU!

—— “/ told her, ‘I like Violet's hair.’
Not violet hair!”

Hearing instrument technology has dramatically
improved over the last 3 years. If you have
difficulty hearing, we know you are looking

for a solution that is discreet, lightweight

and easy to use. Oticon Agil has the sound
clarity you'll love right away. Research studies
have shown that Agil clients give a first time
user satisfaction rating of 8.6 out of 10. The
highest ever! And 89% of new users wear
the aids comfortably for extended periods of
time. Available in 8 colours— but not violet. »

CALL HEARING SCIENCES TODAY
find out if Agil is right for you.
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HEARING TESTS N
/ (Age 55+) \
No medical referral required.

LOWEST PRICE GUARANTEE
(Any recent Ontario price quote
beat by *50!)

CALL TODAY TO BOOK!
905-877-0099

FLOC

Dr. Janice Cockburn,
AuD., Reg. CASLPO
Doctor of Audiology

Magda Zielisnski,
Hearing Instrument Specialist

[EARING SCIENCES

Audiology and Hearing Aid Centre
211 Guelph Street, Suite 1 Georgetown

(In the M&M plaza, across from Winners)

Wellington-Halton Hills

Stvong Proven Leadevship

v Helped secure funding for
Georgetown and Groves
Memorial Hospitals

v Continues to fight highway 4-3 i

v Ensured access to affordable
transportation for all seniors
in Halton Hills

v/ Experienced and
respected leader

905.703.8334 or Toll-free 1.855.338.3777

r? facebook.com/MoyaJohnson4MPP @MoyalohnsonWHH

Authorized by the CFO for the Moya Johnson Campaign

| A moyajohnson.ca





<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


