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©  Trafalgar Road farmer Jeff Nurse agrees there is a major
@ problem

©  “I'm one of the lucky ones,” said Nurse. “Most of our farm

<CJand is situated so that we don't have to drive on the road, and

o we avoid it whenever we can. But I hear from other farmers
@ that there is a real problem out there.

“The crazy part is the people don't realize how much they are
s at risk, not the operator of the machinery,” continued Nurse.

Weststeyn agrees.

“I'm driving a combine that weighs around 17 tons, while
they're in a car that might weigh two (tons),” said Weststeyn.
“If something were to happen, chances are they'd get hurt a lot
ore than me.

“Yet they still challenge me,” continued Weststeyn. “Lots of
9 times drivers will pull up into the left turn lane when I'm sitting
% at traffic lights. As soon as the light changes (green) they race
£ straight through in front of me, trying to get ahead.”

All farmers agree that not only is having the insults and cra-
zy behaviour thrown at them annoying, it’s distracting.
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Someone blowing a horn behind them can make it quite dif-
ficult for an operator. That person might be simply voicing their

annoyance at the slow-moving equipment in front of them, but |

the operator can't help but wonder if there is something wrong

‘back there — perhaps something has come loose, or there’s a ;

problem with the machinery.

“I try to accommodate drivers whenever I can,” said West- ‘

steyn, “but it must be a two-way street. If I can get over and let
them by, I'm only too happy to do that, and clear the backlog
(of traffic) behind me. I'm not out there to hold them up and
make them late, I'm just trying to get to the next field.”

Although the problem between urban drivers and farmers
has always been there, Nurse feels it’s having a negative impact
on farming in Halton Hills.

“Many farmers are getting turned off with trying to farm in
this area because of the traffic issues,” said Nurse. “It's simply
not worth the aggravation and risks.”

Dairy farmer Paul Laidlaw of Norval knows firsthand how
people react to farm vehicles on the road. With his operation
located on Winston Churchill Boulevard, he takes more than
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“Farmers say drivers’ crazy behaviours are distracting and dangerous

Drivers pass on the shoulder, in the left turn lane, or
any other place they can slip past the big machinery
on the road.

his share of abuse on the road.

“T'd say 99 per cent of the drivers are great,” said
Laidlaw. “They are patient, and some even wave to me
to say it’s okay when I'm making a left turn. But that
remaining one per cent is the problem. They're the
ones who are in a rush.

“Being a livestock producer, I'm on the road with
some sort of equipment almost every day, during the
growing season,” said Laidlaw. “T've been yelled at,
screamed at, honked at and sworn at on a consistent
basis. I just keep the radio turned on real loud in the
(tractor) cab, and try to ignore it.”

“When we're working on one of the farms below
us, we don't start until after 9 a.m., and actually move
back to the home farm before 3 p.m., to try to avoid be-
ing on Winston Churchill (Boulevard) when it’s busy.”

“Sometimes we get up at 4:30 a.m. to move the
equipment over before there is traffic,” continued
Laidlaw. “Farm equipment is getting bigger and wider,
and the roads are rough so we can only go so fast. I
know we take up a lot of the road, and we're slow, but
we have to be on the road. But we're farming and we
need to be there, just like everyone else on the road.

“Traffic congestion is one of the major reasons why
so many farmers have left and moved from Halton and
Peel, into other farming areas,” added Laidlaw.

“T tell you, when we make that turn into our
laneway, and drivers are honking and yelling at us, no
one is happier to be off that road than us. It's noth-
ing but a nightmare— Five and 10 Sideroads used to
quiet little roads, now they’re like Steeles Avenue was
10 years ago.”

Don Rowntree, who farms south of Georgetown, is
regularly on the road drawing hay. Although his op-
eration is relatively well contained within a three mile
radius, traveling on the road is still a major nuisance.

“As much as there is all this signage saying it’s an
‘active farming area’, I don't really think many driv-
ers understand what a slow-moving-vehicle sign is,”
said Rowntree, “That orange triangle means nothing
to them.”

Rowntree says many of the drivers wave at him to
pull over on the shoulder, to allow them to pass.

“That’s not possible,” said Rowntree. “T have no idea
if the shoulders are firm enough to support the load,
and I have to watch for mailboxes, culverts and wash-
outs. I get lots of ‘sign language’ from these folks—
they just don't get it. I have as much right to be on the
road as them.”

All of these farmers agree that there is one aspect
that the drivers who are dishing out the abuse seem
to forget. They rely on these same farmers to feed this
country.

But that’s not much of a consolation.

“Until they (urban drivers) realize that we're out
there because we have to be, not because we want to
be,” said Weststeyn. “T don't really expect the situation
will change much.”
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