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Continued from pg. 1
Trafalgar Road farmer Jeff Nurse agrees there is a major 

problem.
“I’m one of the lucky ones,” said Nurse. “Most of our farm 

land is situated so that we don’t have to drive on the road, and 
we avoid it whenever we can. But I hear from other farmers 
that there is a real problem out there. 

“The crazy part is the people don’t realize how much they are 
at risk, not the operator of the machinery,” continued Nurse. 

Weststeyn agrees.
“I’m driving a combine that weighs around 17 tons, while 

they’re in a car that might weigh two (tons),” said Weststeyn. 
“If something were to happen, chances are they’d get hurt a lot 
more than me.

“Yet they still challenge me,” continued Weststeyn. “Lots of 
times drivers will pull up into the left turn lane when I’m sitting 
at traffi c lights. As soon as the light changes (green) they race 
straight through in front of me, trying to get ahead.”

All farmers agree that not only is having the insults and cra-
zy behaviour thrown at them annoying, it’s distracting.

Someone blowing a horn behind them can make it quite dif-
fi cult for an operator. That person might be simply voicing their 
annoyance at the slow-moving equipment in front of them, but 
the operator can’t help but wonder if there is something wrong 
‘back there’— perhaps something has come loose, or there’s a 
problem with the machinery.

“I try to accommodate drivers whenever I can,” said West-
steyn, “but it must be a two-way street. If I can get over and let 
them by, I’m only too happy to do that, and clear the backlog 
(of traffi c) behind me. I’m not out there to hold them up and 
make them late, I’m just trying to get to the next fi eld.”

Although the problem between urban drivers and farmers 
has always been there, Nurse feels it’s having a negative impact 
on farming in Halton Hills.

“Many farmers are getting turned off with trying to farm in 
this area because of the traffi c issues,” said Nurse. “It’s simply 
not worth the aggravation and risks.”

Dairy farmer Paul Laidlaw of Norval knows fi rsthand how 
people react to farm vehicles on the road. With his operation 
located on Winston Churchill Boulevard, he takes more than 

his share of abuse on the road.
“I’d say 99 per cent of the drivers are great,” said 

Laidlaw. “They are patient, and some even wave to me 
to say it’s okay when I’m making a left turn. But that 
remaining one per cent is the problem. They’re the 
ones who are in a rush.

“Being a livestock producer, I’m on the road with 
some sort of equipment almost every day, during the 
growing season,” said Laidlaw. “I’ve been yelled at, 
screamed at, honked at and sworn at on a consistent 
basis. I just keep the radio turned on real loud in the 
(tractor) cab, and try to ignore it.”

“When we’re working on one of the farms below 
us, we don’t start until after 9 a.m., and actually move 
back to the home farm before 3 p.m., to try to avoid be-
ing on Winston Churchill (Boulevard) when it’s busy.”

“Sometimes we get up at 4:30 a.m. to move the 
equipment over before there is traffi c,” continued 
Laidlaw. “Farm equipment is getting bigger and wider, 
and the roads are rough so we can only go so fast. I 
know we take up a lot of the road, and we’re slow, but 
we have to be on the road. But we’re farming and we 
need to be there, just like everyone else on the road.

“Traffi c congestion is one of the major reasons why 
so many farmers have left and moved from Halton and 
Peel, into other farming areas,” added Laidlaw. 

“I tell you, when we make that turn into our 
laneway, and drivers are honking and yelling at us, no 
one is happier to be off that road than us. It’s noth-
ing but a nightmare— Five and 10 Sideroads used to 
quiet little roads, now they’re like Steeles Avenue was 
10 years ago.”

Don Rowntree, who farms south of Georgetown, is 
regularly on the road drawing hay. Although his op-
eration is relatively well contained within a three mile 
radius, traveling on the road is still a major nuisance.

“As much as there is all this signage saying it’s an 
‘active farming area’, I don’t really think many driv-
ers understand what a slow-moving-vehicle sign is,” 
said Rowntree, “That orange triangle means nothing 
to them.”

Rowntree says many of the drivers wave at him to 
pull over on the shoulder, to allow them to pass.

“That’s not possible,” said Rowntree. “I have no idea 
if the shoulders are fi rm enough to support the load, 
and I have to watch for mailboxes, culverts and wash-
outs. I get lots of ‘sign language’ from these folks—
they just don’t get it. I have as much right to be on the 
road as them.”

All of these farmers agree that there is one aspect 
that the drivers who are dishing out the abuse seem 
to forget. They rely on these same farmers to feed this 
country. 

But that’s not much of a consolation.
“Until they (urban drivers) realize that we’re out 

there because we have to be, not because we want to 
be,” said Weststeyn. “I don’t really expect the situation 
will change much.”

Farmers say drivers’ crazy behaviours are distracting and dangerous

Drivers pass on the shoulder, in the left turn lane, or 
any other place they can slip past the big machinery 
on the road.



<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


