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Hospital gets $1 million *birthday gift" | &

Usually a person celebrating a
birthday receives gifts.

But a day before his 90th birth-
day, Georgetown resident Fred Hel-
son chose to give a gift—$1 million
to the Georgetown Hospital's expan-
sion fundraising campaign.

As part of the ongoing fundrais-
ing campaign for the Georgetown
Hospital’s renovation project, Hel-
son announced Wednesday night
that he would be donating $1 mil-
lion to the $5.25 million campaign—

the largest donation in the hospital’s
history.

The announcement was made at
the Georgetown Hospital Founda-
tion’s annual Donor Appreciation
Celebration at the Club at North
Halton.

As a result of his donation, the
CT scanner suite will be named in
memory of his late wife Marg.

“Marg would just love the fact we
could do this,” said Helson, a law-
yer. “The hospital was always her

first place of choice to lend our sup-
port.”

“It is a thrill to be part of this
remarkable gift,” said K.C. Car-
ruthers, executive director of the
Georgetown Hospital Foundation.
“We are at the beginning of the big-
gest fundraising campaign in the
hospital’s history, so it is very heart-
ening to have Mr. Helson leading
the way with the biggest pledge in
the hospital’s history.”

See HELSON, pg. 3

Advanced C.T. Imaging
is coming to Georgetown

Hospital Foundation chair Laurent Thibault

(right)
announces Fred Helson’s $1 million donation to the

hospital’s renovation project.  Photo by Ted Brown

Residents raise objections to highway plans
BOM this...

By LISATALLYN
Staff Writer

“Broadsided” is how one area resident described how
he felt about the possibility of two new highways that
could cut through a large swath of rural south Halton
Hills at a meeting that drew about 250 people Thursday
night.

“You guys all knew what the plan was, but you didn’t
tell us,” said the man at the meeting organized by resi-
dents held at the Glencairn Golf Club to the Ministry of
Transportation (MTO) staff and consultants working on
the GTA West Corridor project.

He complained the preferred option being recom-
mended to move forward to the next phase of Environ-
mental Assessment is a new one— a combination of two
options— determined in the GTA West Corridor study.

The preferred options are 4-2, which calls for a four-
lane highway serving as a north-south link that termi-
nates at Hwy. 401 and Hwy. 407, and option 4-3 which is
an east-west link that ends at Hwy. 401 west of Milton at
Tremaine Rd. The EA process determined that elements
of both of those alternatives would be required.

Please DO NOT
turn Halton Hills

GTA WEST
CORRIDOR

WWW.GTA-WEST.COM

Mayor Rick Bonnette is urging residents to fill out post-
cards (above) showing their opposition to GTA West
highway proposal 4-3 and send them to Transportation
Minister Kathleen Wynne. Postcards are available at the
Civic Centre.

The exact alignment of the 175-metre corridor (12
lanes) is to be determined through the next stage of the
EA process but MTO has tentatively mapped out a pre-
liminary route through rural Halton Hills between Five
and 10 Sideroads stretching from its west border to its
east. Another segment for the north-south link stretches
from Steeles Ave. to 10 Sideroad (from Eighth Line to
the eastern border.)

Another area resident said she was looking at the
highways from a “pollution standpoint.”

She said the area has already had to deal with a
natural gas-fired power plant (Steeles Ave. in Hornby),
and now will have to be “saddled” with a highway. To a
round of applause from the crowd she said the area had
done its share and the Province needs to back down.

“We have enough pollution from that plant, we don’t
want anymore.”

Another resident said the need for the highways is
based on the Provincial Growth Plan— future popu-
lation growth of three million people stretching from
York Region to Guelph— but he stressed that “popula-
tion is not going to happen.”

See FIGHT, pg. 5
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