or an occasional walker, whether you want a casual stroll or a rough
ramble, Terra Cotta has a trail for every interest or ability.
“We're blessed with a variety of trails at Terra Cotta. ‘The Path to

Recreation’, that’s the atmosphere we’re going for. We want people X, N ‘ e
to get out there and walk, to discover what Terra Cotta has to offer,” oy e Welcome Cenere.

enthuses Lidster. “Part of our recent work addressed the trails, includ-
ing new trail markers and resurfacing trails with wood-chips, designed
to make them more
user-friendly”

There are a

. : . number of trails at
Wa " ¥ Terra Cotta, taking

: visitors past the
forests, fields, lakes
and ponds typical
of the Niagara Es-
carpment surround-
ings. These trails
accommodate all
levels of trail users.
On one extreme
is a stretch of the - ‘ - '
Bruce Trail, which The refurbished Visitor Welcome Centre at Terra Cotta Conservation Area
follows the valley and
is a bit arduous, though it rewards hikers with spectacular views.

The other extreme is a trail that follows an old camp ground trail and, with its level wood-chip surface, is ideal
for strollers for elderly people.

Sharing the wilderness with hikers is a wide-range of wildlife, any of which might dart or soar into view for a
few precious moments. These include gentle white-tail deer, rabbit, coyote, red fox, turkey vultures, hawks of
various kinds, groundhogs and more. The opportunity to withess one or more of these animals in the wild is
one of the purest of pleasures.

The most recently completed change at Terra Cotta is a channel that allows water flowing down Spring Creek
to bypass Wolf Lake on its way to the Credit River. This project has a number of important ecological aims.

“Wolf Lake is a warm water body, which is ideal for brook trout, a fish we are trying to re-establish in the
conservation area. Unfortunately, the warm water that flowed out of the lake was not healthy for other species
downstream such as salmon,” explains Lidster. “The bypass channel will divert the cold water in Spring Creek

,4,

il Crdi

One of the many walking trails at Terra
Cotta Conservation Area
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