I fought the lamb...

As most who frequent this page are
aware, The Sidekick and I have a flock
of sheep.

We've been raising sheep for a few
years now, and have become fairly
knowledgeable of their little quirks
and personalities.

Our decision to become shepherds
was a natural progression. I grew up
with dairy cattle, having to milk them
twice a day, and harvest a whack of
feed to maintain them for the entire
year.

I knew we’'d never return to dairy,
for both financial and feasibility rea-
sons.

So we flirted briefly with a few beef
cows, and soon discovered that beef
cows ain’t like dairy cows— they're
mean and can be downright danger-
ous.

Hence, we looked at sheep.

Sheep are like miniature dairy cows,
having very similar traits, nutritional
needs and health problems.

And unlike a beef cow, who weighs
about 1,600 lbs, a ewe weighs about
one-tenth of that, at 160 lbs., and
doesn’t have any attitude compared to
a beef cow.

With the exception of our ram, who
weighs around 220 lbs, I figured that
sheep are the least dangerous animal
in the barn.

Besides, apart from the ram, I out-
weigh them. And unlike cattle, they not
only weigh one-tenth of their weight,
they also consume one-tenth the hay,
and consequently, produce one-tenth
the manure.

So, barring the B-rated sci-fi movie
‘Killer Sheep’ which we saw late one
night on satellite TV after consum-
ing too much wine, The Sidekick and
I were pretty confident going with
sheep, figuring they were downright
safe. We'd never fear for our safety in
the barn.

Wrong.

This past weekend, one group of
lambs had reached that age when they
and their mommies had to part. It was
weaning time, and this little group of
eight lambs, about 65 days old, were
about to move to their own pen, sort of
like when a toddler moves from a crib
up to a big-boy bed.

The Sidekick and I learned a long
time ago that when moving sheep,
slow, quiet and easy is the best route-
not a rodeo. Shouting, prodding, and
just being impatient goes nowhere
when handling any livestock.

So with this little group, I opened
the gate to their pen, and stepped in-

side to the opposite side to coax them
out through the gate.

Sheep are naturally cautious, and
don’t like to venture beyond their
known space. Stepping out through
that gate was certainly foreign ter-
ritory, since they'd spent the first 65-
odd days in that same pen, with their
moms.

We also have learned that if one
lamb takes a bold step out of the pen,
the rest will usually follow.

So it happened, one brave and ad-
venturous lamb stepped out, and
walked slowly through the gate.

The rest followed— except for one.

She lost courage, and bolted back
into the pen. I stepped in her direc-
tion to head her off, reaching out my
right hand to stop her. As she tried to
squeeze past me, my fingers grazed
her face— and my index finger slipped
inside her ear.

She kept going— with my finger in
her ear.

And she bent that finger back-
wards.

That calm, patient, slow and easy
atmosphere was shattered by an out-
burst of profanity as I felt my finger
bending over backwards.

As the ‘kung fu’ lamb circled the pen
and ran to her siblings, The Sidekick
quickly returned from closing them
into their new pen.

“What was that all about?”

“That $%"&* lamb bent my finger
backwards,” I stated. “She could have
broken it.”

The Sidekick has a look for times
like that— a little bemused and a tiny
bit condescending.

“Like, a 40 Ib lamb could ‘injure’
you? “

Hmm, that seemed a bit ludicrous
to her. But later that day, when my in-
dex finger knuckle was swollen up the
size of a tennis ball, well, there was
only one thing to say.

“I fought the lamb, and the lamb
won...”

Ted Brown can be reached at
tbrown@ifp.ca

June is a busy month
for Dianne Penrice
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60" Birthday

June 19%
41* Wedding Anniversary

SHEPPARD/THOMPSON ENGAGEMENT

The families of BECRY SHEPPARD and GLENN THOMPSON
are thrilled to announce the engagement of
Becky and Glenn on June 11, 2011,
Marriage to take place May 19, 2012,

Book before June 19 and Save $500 per
couple plus Vision 2000 Virtuoso Exclusives
on several Crystal voyages!

VIS?ON 2000

GROUPE VOYAGES « TRAVEL GROUP

CRUISES & VACATIONS

Il Day Gaudi & the Gods | Oct 13 2011

Barcelona to Athens onboard the Crystal Serenity
Deluxe stateroom US $5,520 p.p. + $440 taxes

Includes: $1000 p.p. As You Wish Onboard Spending Credit,
Free Air (from select gateways)

Vision 2000 Virtuoso Exclusives: Pre-paid Onboard v
Gratuities, Voyager Club Shore Event in Kusadasi, Onboard Host

& 2 Festive Receptions. PLUS — book at Category PH, PS or CP for
additional Onboard Credit.

Georgetown %
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 ‘oo

Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy and do not include port, security and handling charges as above. Economy Class air is included for
categories C-AA or a cruise-only air credit of $1,200 is available. Free Air is available from select gateways only. Fuel surcharges may be added at anytime to
defray fuel cost increases, even if the fare has been paid in full. All offers & exclusive bonuses may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two
full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice.

Have you ou sailed with Crystal before?
Ask about additional Savings for
Crystal Society Members
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Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com

Banks work for PROFIT! WE WORK FOR YOU!

We represent over 200 lenders. Many provide 1st, 2nd
and 3rd mortgages
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Mortgage Monthly Bi-weekly

even with: Amount Payment Payment
* : ; $200,000  759.41  350.50
- Karmible averit Does your s220,000 835.35  385.55
Bankruptcy bank offer $240,000 911.29  420.60
* Unemployed payments $260,000  987.23  455.65
" $280,000 1,063.17  490.70
. Mortgage arrears THIS  5$300,000 1,139.11 52574 _
Property tax arrears o $320,000 1,215.05  560.79 ' !
* Power of Sale LOW? s3s0000 1,200.99 595.84 - !
360,000 1,366.93  630.89 CUT YOUR
$
* Self-employed P> $380,000 1442.87 66594 (T NTTRAITT D
* Pension & disability AscfJune20110AC  $400,000 1,518.81  700.99 UP TO 75%

Ask us about our * commercial *farm * construction * Joans!

Your mortgage isn’t DONE, till you talk to ANDERSON!

Call Michael Anderson 24-7 TOLL FREE 1-888-792-9278
Or send him a confidential message at www.DiamondAnderson.ca
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SPORTS
EXCHANGE

Georgetown’s Source for NEW and USED Sports Equipment!

Your Ong Stop

 BASEBALL

et -head fotoe. ..
- new and used sefs, players and
drivers, hybrids, putters SpO!fS SfOf e, tean sales

ANEROCKE!

: g -in-fine skates,
i girdles and pants

-shoes/shins/balls efc
& RUGBY & FOOTBALL

-Cleats

MOORE PARK PLAZA 905413 0I15

68 Main St. N. (Hwy. 7) Georgetown
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