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New era for board

We don't envy the task ahead for trustees and
senior administrators at the Halton Catholic Dis-
trict School Board this month.

Within that short period of time, the region’s
Catholic school board needs to cut at least $2
million from its operating budget for the 2011-12
school year.

That’s because the board’s expenditures for
the fiscal year are expected to outpace revenue by
about $3.2 million.

Added to that financial strain is another $1.26
million worth of new initiatives and program-
ming the board had hoped to offer students next
year.

By provincial law, a school board is not permit-
ted to carry a deficit of more than one per cent of
the operating grant revenue it receives from the
province. Halton’s Catholic board anticipates re-
ceiving about $312 million for next year, which
means a minimum $2 million has to be slashed
from its projected expenditures for next school
year.

While at first glance, it would seem that a
school board with an operating budget of more
than $312 million should have little difficulty
finding $2 million in savings. It’s important to
understand that approximately 85 per cent of the
board’s operating costs are allocated to fixed sala-
ries and benefits of its employees.

The remaining 15 per cent is spent on things
like classroom resources, transportation, utilities
and custodial contracts.

The Catholic board’s budget must be finalized
and submitted to the provincial Ministry of Edu-
cation by June 30.

“We are moving into a different era in our his-
tory,” said Education Director Michael Pautler,
referencing how the days of the Halton Catholic
board being among the highest-growth boards in
the province are in the past.

Estimated enrolment figures for the next
school year see a net increase of less than 60 new
students spread over 50 Halton schools.

With a provincial election this fall, now may
be the best time for supporters of Catholic educa-
tion in Halton to start asking, ‘Where’s the money
for my child’s education going to come from?’
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There are plans for a truck distribution centre
on Steeles Avenue that will see 240 trucks
entering the centre each day. Do you support
council approving a zoning change to allow
the centre?

* Yes (59%)
* No (41%)
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Letters to the editor

MoT's speakers
offend residents

(This letter was originally sent to
Jim Wang and Neil Ahmed, Project
tearm GTA West, and members of Hal-
ton Hills council. A copy was made
available for publication.)

Dear sirs,

As citizens of Halton Hills we
are offended at the remarks of the
individuals representing the Ontario
Ministry of Transportation and ap-
plaud the mayor’s and councillors’
stand on this sales pitch.

What offends us most are Mr.
Ahmed’s remarks that we are largely
isolated, and can be avoided or
mitigated (read alleviate pain, value,
grief, or appease anger). That state-
ment is preposterous! Why is some of
the finest farm land in the province,
closest to fresh market populations
being proposed to be paved over in
this time of ever escalating fuel costs?

It is impossible to take a ribbon of
land 175 metres wide between Five
and 10 Sideroads the whole length of
Halton Hills and not impact much of
our population. I'm sure Georgetown
South will enjoy the noise and fumes!

We have valuable historical areas
compromised, The Scotch Block,

complete with possible aboriginal
burial sites, plus historic homes and
century farms. No matter where
this corridor might run in this area,
we would know at the very least,
half a dozen families that would be
affected. The whole region will be
impacted!

This proposed intrusion has not
been well-publicized nor delineated
except in a very rudimentary fashion,
making it impossible to critique it in
a meaningful way. This ambiguity,
and provincial sales pitch is unset-
tling and worrying to us as it should
be for many of our citizens. We, the
constituents, have lost control of our
environs despite the hard work of
our mayor and council and are once
again being told by the province what
is best for us.

We don’t want sympathy, but
some empathy, consideration, and
understanding, just might help us
constructively critique the GTA West,
and Places to Grow philosophy!

Tom & Sylvia Tohurst,
Georgetown

Residents must
raise concerns

Dear editor,
Wake up Halton Hills! Impor-

tant decisions are being made
right now that will seriously af-
fect our quality of life.

Ontario is planning a corridor
from the Highways 9 and 400
area, southwest to join Hwy. 401
for future movement of people,
goods and energy.

Its preferred Option 4.3 would
slash through Halton Hills’s Of-
ficial Plan for agricultural and
employment lands, terminat-
ing near Milton, impacting our
tax base, creating a north/south
traffic barrier and destroying our
rural atmosphere.

The Citizen’s Advisory Group,
of which I am member, has been
working since 2008. In my view,
Option 4.4, flowing north of
Halton Hills into the Guelph area
provides an overwhelmingly ben-
eficial long-term solution.

The Province has given the
public until June 30 to respond.
This is your chance to speak up!

Please contact Ted Arnott, MPP
www.tedarnottmpp.com or email
http://www.gta-west.com/com-
ment-form.php or Neil Ahmed,
Consultant, Project Manager,
project_team@gta-west.com

Jim Bray,
Georgetown




<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (Dot Gain 20%)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (U.S. Web Coated \050SWOP\051 v2)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Tags
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Default
  /DetectBlends true
  /DetectCurves 0.1000
  /ColorConversionStrategy /LeaveColorUnchanged
  /DoThumbnails false
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedOpenType false
  /ParseICCProfilesInComments true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 1048576
  /LockDistillerParams false
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveDICMYKValues true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveFlatness true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts true
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /CropColorImages true
  /ColorImageMinResolution 150
  /ColorImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 300
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageMinDownsampleDepth 1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages true
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /CropGrayImages true
  /GrayImageMinResolution 150
  /GrayImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 300
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageMinDownsampleDepth 2
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /CropMonoImages true
  /MonoImageMinResolution 1200
  /MonoImageMinResolutionPolicy /OK
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 1200
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /CheckCompliance [
    /None
  ]
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile ()
  /PDFXOutputConditionIdentifier ()
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org)
  /PDFXTrapped /Unknown

  /CreateJDFFile false
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.000000
  /Description <<
    /JPN <FEFF3053306e8a2d5b9a306f30019ad889e350cf5ea6753b50cf3092542b308030d730ea30d730ec30b9537052377528306e00200050004400460020658766f830924f5c62103059308b3068304d306b4f7f75283057307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a30674f5c62103057305f00200050004400460020658766f8306f0020004100630072006f0062006100740020304a30883073002000520065006100640065007200200035002e003000204ee5964d30678868793a3067304d307e305930023053306e8a2d5b9a306b306f30d530a930f330c8306e57cb30818fbc307f304c5fc59808306730593002>
    /FRA <>
    /DEU <>
    /PTB <>
    /DAN <>
    /NLD <>
    /ESP <>
    /SUO <>
    /ITA <>
    /NOR <>
    /SVE <>
    /ENU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [612.000 792.000]
>> setpagedevice


