Annual financial violation

Since this is June, and the calendar
is approaching the double digits of the
month, I'm once again feeling that an-
nual violation.

You see, I have a birthday coming up
soon. And with that birthday comes the
aforementioned ‘violation’.

For some unknown reason, the gov-
ernment feels one’s birth date is the
prime time to collect obscene piles of
money— just because they can.

I'm talking about all those things
that come due on one’s birthday.

First, the Ministry of Transport: I
have three vehicles— the Lil Red Rock-
et, an SUV and the farm truck.

All of them require licence renewal
stickers, at $74 a pop for the first two
and $81 for the farm truck.

Total outlay for stickers— $239.

One of the vehicles needed an emis-
sion test this year (and because one is
an even year and the other is an odd
year, one needs it every year) so with
taxes in, I had to lay out another $39
for the Drive Clean test— the Lil Red
Rocket passed with flying colours. I
thought of taking ’er out for a gradua-
tion dinner.

I have a major problem with the
Drive Clean program. It's discrimina-
tory. If T happen to live in Northern On-
tario, there wouldn’t be any emission
tests.

Why is that? Does that northern air
stifle cars and trucks from polluting?

I think our northern neighbours
breath the same air as the rest of us, so
it’s simply not fair that they don’t pay
and we do. I think it’s time to scrap the
program.

Fortunately for me, the farm truck
is exempt from emission tests, or there
would be another reason for me to
grumble.

And on top of all the charges for the
cars and trucks to be driving on the
road, this year I'm also required to have
my photo taken, and cough up another
$74 to have a valid driver’s licence.

While I'm at it, I recently received no-
tification that my health card expires—
you guessed it— on my birthday. The
only consolation is I can renew it at the
same place as the licence stickers and
driver’s licence.

Banks work for PROFIT! WE WORK FOR YOU!

We represent over 200 lenders. Many provide 1st, 2nd

and 3rd mortgages

Mortgage Monthly Bi-weekly

Ask us about our * commercial *farm * construction * Joans!

Your mortgage isn’t DONE, till you talk to ANDERSON!
Call Michael Anderson 24-7 TOLL FREE 1-888-792-9278

Or send him a confidential message at www.DiamondAnderson.ca

Book before June 16 and Save $500 per
couple plus Vision 2000 Virtuoso Exclusives
on several Crystal voyages!

NEW MEDITERRANEAN SAVINGS

12 Day Capitals of Art & Architecture

Aug 26/1 1 Barcelona to Venice onboard the Crystal Serenity
Deluxe stateroom US $6,510 p.p- + $480 taxes

Includes:
- $1000 p.p. As You Wish Onboard Spending Credit
- Free Air (from select gateways)

Vision 2000 Virtuoso Exclusives: Pre-paid Onboard Gratuities,
Onboard Host & 2 Festive Receptions, up to $1400 p.p. Onboard
Credit (based on stateroom category)

Georgetown %
328 Guelph St. Georgetown, ON TICO Reg #50018501

905-873-2000 ooy

Fares are per person in U.S. dollars, double occupancy and do not include port, security and handling charges as above. Economy Class air is included for
categories C-AA or a cruise-only air credit of $1,200 is available. Free Air is available from select gateways only. Fuel surcharges may be added at anytime to
defray fuel cost increases, even if the fare has been paid in full. All offers & exclusive bonuses may not be combinable with other promotions, apply to first two
full-fare guests in stateroom or suite, are capacity-controlled, subject to availability and may be withdrawn or changed at any time without notice.

e

VIS?ON 2000

GROUPE VOYAGES « TRAVEL GROUP

CRUISES & VACATIONS

Have you sailed with Crystal before?
Ask about additional Savings for
Crystal Society Members

Open Saturdays 9am - 4pm
www.vision2000travel.com

But I have one huge problem with all
this.

IT'S MY BIRTHDAY!!!

And I'm required to cough up almost
$350— on my birthday.

As my kids used to say when they
were little: “Not fair!”

Geez, the government should be giv-
ing me a birthday present, especially /)
since this is a so-called ‘milestone’
birthday and I'm entering the sixth de-
cade.

Or, and thisisareallynovel approach, [
why not have our licence stickers, driv- ¥4
ers licence, health card, you name it, be
due for renewal six months after one’s 7
birthday, just to avoid putting people
like me through all this anguish when J
my birthday comes around.

Geez, I tell ya, when you get to be my
age, it’s depressing enough to know I'm
another year older, without making me
produce almost $350 in renewal fees.

The Ministry of Transport could just
send me a nice birthday card on my
birthday, with a gentle reminder that
they’d be back for their cut in Decem-
ber.

A gift certificate could be thrown in
as well, just to be nice— how about a
free tank of gas for renewing on time?

Ain’t gonna happen.

Ontarians will continue to have their
birthdays sullied by the provincial gov-
ernment, just like the federal govern-
ment does to all Canadians at Easter,

Georgetown Hortlcultural Soc1ety

Annual Spring Garden Tour
Sunday, June 26, 2011

10 am to 4 pm
A Self Guided Tour

Advance Tickets at:
Foodstuffs - 89 Main St., Downtown Georgetown
Hallmark Greetings
Day of Tour: 1 Newman Cres., Georgetown, (Garden Site)
For more info Www.geohort com

Georgetown Fairgrounds
Georgetown Highland Games Notice

During the games on June 11th normal park operation will be suspended and a park
admission charge will be in effect: adults $15.00, students and seniors $8.00.
12 & under with parent FREE.

Free parking locations during the games are as follows:

when the income taxes are due. A - New Lot - Mill & Edith Sts. 0.4 km
So as I sit back, pop open a Slee- M :

man’s and contemplate being another B - Mill & Main St. 0.5 km

year older, I will try to put the renewal C - Cedarvale Park 0.8 km

fees out of my mind. D - Memorial Arena 0.9 km

"Cuz ya know, as my dad used to say,
celebrating another birthday is always
better than the alternative.

Please respect No Parking areas and private property.
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