Local man can now call himself ‘author’ with release of nove

By CYNTHIA GAMBLE
Staff Writer

Georgetown resident Jer-
emy Beal travelled many
roads— and railroads— to be-
come a published novelist with
the release of his novel with a
message.

Johnny Kicker was released
on April 15, and Beal says the
book, available at all Chapters,
Indigo and Coles bookstores
and Amazon and Chapters
websites is selling well across
Canada. Coles in the George-
town Market Place carries the
novel with a sticker on the
front ‘Local Author’.

Beal will be the guest au-
thor at the Milton Chapters
on Steeles Ave. this Saturday,
June 4, from 12 p.m. to 3 p.m.
He will also be a special guest
author at The White Rabbit,
16 Main St. S., during opening
day of the Georgetown Farm-
ers Market on Saturday, June
11, 8 a.m. to noon.

Married with two young
children, the member of the
Halton Hills Library Board,
says the transition to novel
writing was just a natural pro-
gression in his life.

“T've always been a writer,
and that stems from always

being a reader. My parents
had a house where books were
stacked everywhere,” he says.

Once he graduated with
a Humanities degree from
Queen’s  University,  and
“dipped his thumbs in a lot of
pies” living in every area code
in Ontario, he became a CP
locomotive engineer
for five years.

“But I was kid-
ding myself; yeah
I can do this for
a while but what
I really wanted to
do was write,” says
Beal, explaining
a good portion of
Johnny Kicker was
written sitting in
a locomotive en-
gine while waiting
on railway sidings.
“You have a lot of
time to write sit-
ting on a siding... The railway
is not for people who are not
patient ... you get a lot time to
think.”

Then after two-year-old Sam
was born he took the second
half of parental leave to stay
home, and when that was done
he decided to take a chance on
a stay-at-home writing career.

He currently calls himself a

full-time writer, working on
screenplays, writing freelance
articles for the web, and is
currently head writer for Puck
Life, a website magazine for
hockey fans.

It took Beal two years to
write the 204-page Johnny
Kicker and submitted the
whole manuscript to publisher
NON Publishing, www.non-

publishing.com based in Van-
couver, which agreed to look at
it, telling him ‘we’ll get back to
you in about six weeks.” Three
days later, they called back.
NON (Now or Never)
Publishing, which
ironically dis-
tributes its books
through  Fraser
Direct of George-
town, specializes
in Canadian talents
who have a mes-
sage to tell.

“Their focus is
in the same vein

as the book,

so it was sort

of a happy

marriage,” ex-
plains Beal.

For Beal that

™ l“ message is an

i ©indictment of

media manip-
ulation of youth.

“It's about a character who
doesn’t do or say anything of
his own design. He just sort of
rolls with the punches ...and
it so happens he’s in the pub-
lic eye and they (media and
the government) project their
ideas onto what happens to
this guy. It sets off a whole
chain of reaction for a large
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disaster;,” explains Beal. 2
The publisher’s note asks is %

Johnny Kicker a murderer, a @
prophet, a scapegoat, a pup- ¢,
pet, a degenerate, a hero, or m
counter-revolutionary? 8

Beal began writing in uni- ®
versity, with the germ of the%
idea for Johnny Kicker inspired _
by a poem written by a friend 2
about a guy getting into a fight §
with a preacher and dock-£
worker in the same night.

“That just tumbled around 3
my head for the longest time,
and I sort of came up with the
story piecemeal and by the
time I graduated I had basi-
cally the outline done. Then I
just had to sit down and write
it. It took about a year. A year
to find a publisher and another
year to edit it,” he says.

“It's a real slow slogging
process, which I didn't know
when getting into it,” says
Beal, but that gave him time
to come up with something he
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really liked.
Beal is already working a
second novel— “an inverted

Great Gatsby love triangle, set
in Northern Ontario.”

“I try to say something... I'm
not into fluff,” says Beal.

See AUTHOR, pg. 26
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We raised almost $4000.00!!

A special thank you to the Halton Hills Fire Dept.,
Dave Ford & volunteer fire fighters Brian Nelles & Chris Cullen

Sponsors & Donors:
Dominos Pizza for donating 50% of the proceeds from that day; Acton Library;
Acton Optical; Acton Town Hall Centre; Bank of Montreal; Blue Jays; Burlington Fire
Dept. - Greg Grison; City of Burlington; Dive Academy; D-Moos Radio; Emerald Isle;
Goodlife Fitness in Georgetown; Mirvish Productions; Pharma Plus; Pizza Pizza;
ROXY Coffee House; Royal Bank; Scotia Bank; St. John’s Ambulance; Superior Glove;
Tim Hortons in Acton; Town of Halton Hills;Vern’s Water; personal donations by
Lily & Val Slater and Moreen Smith

Dunk Tank volunteers:
Officer Robert Del Villar, Mr. Shawn Brown, Amanda Kostjuk, Maddie Christopher

Fire Truck Pulling Teams:

Acton BIA — 16.07, YMCA / Roxy — 16.74, Jane’s 50 Footer’s — 17.52, The Acton
Hub — 18.01, Tremendously Blue Truck Tuggers — 18.59, Awesome AK — 19.13,
MYAC - 20.15, Links2Care — 20.23, Nelson Youth Centres — 21.71, St. Joseph’s
School — 21.73, Halton Regional Police Service —21.77

Volunteer Master of Ceremony, Time Keeper and Referee:
Councilors Jon Hurst,Ann Lawlor and Bryan Lewis

All of our volunteers!

Supporting Agencies: Links2Care, Halton Regional Police Service, Our Kids Network - Acton
Community Hub, Recreation & Parks - Town of Halton Hills, Halton Region, Nelson Youth Centres

Thank you to all of our supporters?

For more information call 905-873-2601 x2273

HALTON HILLS or email volunteer@haltonhills.ca
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