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Please let us know as soon as possible if you will have an accessibility or  
accommodation need at a Halton Region hosted event or meeting.
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Get Involved, Share Your Ideas
Halton Regional Council invites you to consider becoming part of a Citizens’ Committee 
to help provide input into the decision-making process.  Appointed until November 
3�, ��1�, members of these groups review and discuss many important issues.  	hese 
appointments give Halton residents from a variety of backgrounds the opportunity to 
contribute their skills and perspective to enhance the quality of life in our community.  

Regional Council wishes to ensure that its boards and committees re�ect the 
diverse nature of its community and invites all residents of Halton to consider these 
opportunities.  An �nterview Committee of Regional Council will recommend quali�ed 
candidates for these positions to Regional Council.

To apply:  Application forms are available on our website www.halton.ca/
AdvisoryCommittees, by e-mail to regionalclerk�halton.ca, or from the Of�ce of the 
Regional Clerk, Halton Region, 1151 Bronte Road, Oakville, during business hours from 
��3� a.m. to ��3� p.m.  Completed applications must be received at the Of�ce of the 
Regional Clerk no later than Friday, May 20, 2011 at 4:30 p.m.  Completed forms 
may be submitted on-line, by mail or by fax to 905-825-8838.

Susan Lathan 
Regional Clerk

Halton Waste Management Site Advisory Committee
Purpose:  	o advise and assist the Region with respect to off-site impacts due to 
operations at the Halton Waste Management Site and the monitoring of waste haulage 
practices in the Region. 

Members Needed: 5 citizens, preferably local to the Waste Management Site located 
at 5�00 Regional Road 25, Milton.

Meetings: 	wice annually, on the third 	hursday of the month at 6�30 p.m. or at the call 
of the Chair.

Contact: Art Mercer, Supervisor, Land�ll 
Operations, 905-825-6000, ext. 820.

Gary Carr, Regional Chair

Making Halton a better place 
to live, work and retire

When you lose your vision, you
lose contact with things. When 
you lose your hearing, you lose
contact with people.~ Helen Keller
Many people find they stop going to social
events that were previously enjoyed due
to an inability to hear. Asking for repetition
becomes annoying and frustrating for
everyone – the speaker and the listener. 
It can be very embarrassing.

Hearing technology has improved 
dramatically in the last 3 years. You may
be amazed to know how well you can
hear. Contact us for a complimentary
assessment of your current instruments
if you are not satisfied with their perfor-
mance. We will advise you if they can be
repaired to improve their performance.

BRING THIS AD 
FOR A COMPLIMENTARY 

BOX OF BATTERIES
(LIMIT 1 BOX PER FAMILY, AGE 55+. 

VALID UNTIL MAY 31, 2011)

HEARING SCIENCES
Audiology and Hearing Aid Centre

GEORGETOWN 905-877-0099 211 Guelph St., Suite 1 (in the M&M plaza, across from Winners)

Enthusiastic CtK students
host unique biodiversity event

What started with a cancelled class trip 
to Marineland a year and a half ago resulted 
in a unique multi-media concert and educa-
tional experience for hundreds of students 
at Christ the King Secondary School re-
cently.

The two-hour Sonar2Voice event for ma-
rine biodiversity featured keynote speaker 
Ric O’Barry, a leading activist against dol-
phin captivity, along with musical perfor-
mances that included CtK students.

And through an online Skype connec-
tion, about 150 students at the prestigious 
MAST marine academy in Miami were 
able to watch the concert on a large-screen 
TV and participate in the discussion with 
O’Barry, who trained the fi ve dolphins used 
in the popular 1960s TV show Flipper— 
only to turn against the “captivity industry” 
soon after.

O’Barry was the star of the 2009 Acad-
emy Award-winning documentary fi lm The 
Cove, which investigated Japan’s dolphin 
hunting culture.

The idea for the concert came somewhat 
by accident to CtK teacher Mark Knowlton, 
who had booked a trip to Niagara Falls in 
the fall of 2009 for his social sciences class 
to study the conditioning of mammals.

But a few days later, while sitting in on 
a geography class as a substitute for an ab-
sent colleague, Knowlton watched part of 
The Cove and quickly nixed the Marineland 
excursion.

“I thought that the trip might not be that 
ethical after seeing the movie. It just blew 
me away,” he said.

Three of his students, Jessica Tarka, Ja-
clyn Artuso and Courtney Quinn, were also 
inspired by The Cove to do something, and 
so the wheels for Sonar2Voice were set in 
motion.

“The hope is that although the dolphins 
can only communicate their cries in sonar, 
we can respond to their cries with our hu-
man voices— so let’s raise them and help 
get this senseless slaughter to end,” Knowl-
ton added.

“All we want to do is inform the people 
of Japan with our voices so that their own 
collective conscience can decide. If we 
can improve our own attitude towards the 
ocean’s wildlife, then maybe that can cause 
further change, even those few people who 
kill dolphins in Japan.”

O’Barry agreed to fl y from Miami for the 
speaking engagement, despite just having re-
turned from Indonesia after several months 
of combating dolphin hunters. Knowlton 
hired Hamilton-based production company 
Absolute Leadership Development to co-
ordinate the multi-media presentation.

Invitations were sent out to several 
schools throughout southern Ontario to 
participate in Sonar2Voice, yet only the 
MAST Academy expressed any interest.

Knowlton is confi dent, however, that 
once the concert and discussion is viewed 
on YouTube, it will be used as a template for 

other schools to follow.
“Think globally and act locally,” O’Barry 

implored the audience.
“Concentrate your energy on what you 

can do to stop the largest slaughter of ma-
rine animals on the planet. And it doesn’t 
take place in Japan, it takes place in Cana-
da. There are about 500,000 seals that will 
be killed this year and it’s not needed be-
cause they’ve increased the (hunters’) quo-
tas, even though the European Union has 
banned all of these skins from Canada. You 
can do more about that than I can.”

O’Barry, who trained the fi rst whale in 
captivity, said afterward he wished he could 
bottle up the optimism and energy from the 
Georgetown concert and “ship it out to the 
rest of the world.”

Another guest speaker, Leah Lemieux, 
noted that approximately 100 whales are 
killed yearly in this country, but unlike the 
U.S., Canada has no marine mammal pro-
tection laws.

“There is a worldwide movement to 
bring about sudden change with respect to 
these captive dolphins and whales,” O’Barry 
continued.

“Do not count on any government to fi x 
that problem. The solution to that problem 
is with us, the consumers. We the consum-
ers have all the power. Governments protect 
corporations, not people or animals. Do not 
buy tickets for a trained dolphin show.”

Knowlton said that the harp seal hunt 
in the Maritimes will likely be the theme 
for the second Sonar2Voice concert next 
spring.

“When we start talking less about the 
economy and more about the environ-
ment— which I hope will happen sooner 
rather than later— they’re going to have to 
listen to these students and these kids are 
going to have really informed positions on 
a variety of things.

“This is a great way to enhance student 
voices, with young people being made 
aware. It lets them say something in a very 
powerful but peaceful way and I think it in-
spires them. Hopefully we’ll get a Japanese 
school involved next year.”

By EAMONN MAHER
Staff Writer

World-renowned marine animal rights 
crusader Ric O’Barry was in Georgetown 
recently to speak to Christ the King stu-
dents about what they can do to stop the 
slaughter of a number of species. Co-or-
ganizers of the Sonar2Voice concert were 
students (from left) Jessica Tarka, Jaclyn 
Artuso and Courtney Quinn. 

Photo by Natasha Van Ryn
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